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Mahayana Buddhism Has Taken Root in Hungary

Sl X/3F
Written and translated by Chao Shan
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Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Hungarian disciple, Lajos Osz
(Upasaka Kuo Shan), founded the Pure Land Dharma Assembly of
Hungary in September 2008, to introduce Mahayana Buddhism
to Hungarians. Now, the Pure Land Dharma Assembly of Hungary,
in Central Europe, has grown and wishes to become a branch of
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association in Europe to further the spread
of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s teachings of Buddhadharma in the
West so they can extend from North America to Europe.

Lajos, hiswife Gizella Osz (Upasika KuoTsz), and their three children
arrived as refugees at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) in
1984 and stayed for over three months. They were welcomed by the
Sangha and became followers of the Venerable Master. Since leaving the
United States for Hungary in 2008, they have invited friends to gather
at the end of each month to study and practice the sutras translated
into Hungarian by Lajos including the Amitabha Sutra, Brahma Net
Sutra, and more along with the Venerable Master’s commentaries on
them. their commentaries. Among all the sutras, Amitabha Sutra is the

only one that they recite daily. Lajos further demonstrated his vigor

JANUARY 2022 Vasra BobHi Sea 47



Of 58 B ‘ DHarmA ReaLM NEws

5 HFFamaI&E i o BORILIAR A
T R IS LR AR i AR Y
L o FH A BOCRILAIECR 228
GEEEG - BEEMERREAT
P o

TEREE T RS g - ©
WA ARELEE ) E g RZ T
A EEZREYE L AE o BOR
LELAEAEE - BORZEELUF A
Fi%E > silEiE BRAUIEF L
AFIRERE - HATHTE 2B T
ERIRE RSB GIR EEG
HCRARER ~ BEAL - B SOIEE H AFE
B B S I A S ey ] AR AR < AR
THRIEGE AR MR HAE > Bl
R E RELNAET

£ TSRS LA e, EER
BT o HTAE R R EY 3K
A TR ) ILE - SRR
JC BB AT S8 B — BE AR PRI AT
T HCHVES > 2019755 - B
RF A 40 N30 > 2B -
PRAE IE B R R B > qE A S
EHHEIRNG A EEERET

BORZIALRR - TR L
EG ) FHESTECR ILIEVETE - RF
TEEE LU E N EAGEENE ~ VA
ST TR HER - BRI A
SCEEATHIRR o PAE G ARE S F b 5
M ERE SN - ZEH5]
[F A2 =B LA > UG JE s g
B EAE - MM E S REiZ I
WEERT » DR A A (L& S A -

& AR LAR EBAE R E8Y+
BT % - FRIESZ Y AN I&RET -
fEhBEEFAENE AT -
PRGN TEEZA > JiEES
Z— o AERIF R B AET - L2
EFEEES - T HFELE
J IR > BASRMATER
EIRVAEIZS i NE R

48| EMERE —0__F—8

in cultivation by memorizing all of the sutras he translated. In this
assembly, they also have a lecture in the middle of every month to
deepen their understanding and practice of precepts.

After thoroughly studying and understanding them, some of this
assembly’s members have taken the Five Precepts and live their daily
lives as devout lay practitioners. Since Lajos went into stillness, Gizella
has helped the assembly to continue their study and practice of the Pure
Land teachings. On weekdays, they follow the morning and evening
ceremony online and listen to the sutra lectures at home. On Saturday
and Sunday, they celebrate the morning and evening ceremony
simultaneously at the same time as they are broadcast from the West
Coast on Dharma Realm Live from the CTTB and Berkeley Buddhist
Monastery (BBM)...Gizella would like to express their gratitude to
the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA) for broadcasting
these programs. They have been a great help for them to practice the
Dharma in their daily lives.

Thanks to the collective donations from the supporters of this
assembly, they began building their monastery on the northern side of
Lake Balaton, the largest freshwater lake in central Europe, near a forest
in K8vdgdors, and they are in the process of constructing a Buddha
Hall. A smaller temple was completed in 2019. At the opening of that
temple, forty visitors attended. They would like to request a member
of the DRBA Sangha to lead them in cultivation and practice.

Gizella said that their assembly would continue the work started by
Lajos, translating and publishing the teachings of the Pure Land Sutras
and other works by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua into Hungarian. By
translating the rituals, they would like to introduce and spread the
Buddhadharma to as many people in Hungary as possible, and also
help more people there receive the Three Refuges and Five Preceptsso
that the people of Hungary will have the opportunity to obtain the
ultimate liberation and be able to reside at ease. The members of this
assembly are also willing and able to uphold Buddhist rituals and
liturgy to maintain the Proper Dharma in Hungary. The vast majority
of Hungarians are Catholic. According to the country’s population
statistics, among the total population of 9.75 million, there are just
over 9,700 Buddhists, accounting for only one in 10,000 among
the total population. Among the Hungarian Buddhists, most of
them practice forms of Vajrayana Buddhism introduced from Tibet.
Hence, the growth of the “Pure Land Dharma Assembly of Hungary”
symbolizes that Mahayana Buddhism (Paramitayana) has taken root
in this country. #



