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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG

36. Rk

By T 5| BEBRLAFE
A EANTTESRE - DIBAERTE
RACHIFhBBRER - SR EL
ERAACER > NERER

s A FRPESEESE AR
FEOREA - R RS L
T4 -
AR U Rt

Bl S B BORER - WL ar 52
WHEA ~ &3> EBRlE R

JERAEER 2 1% > SRR %E

BRI - BAEZREE I
HERES5E > AR F—BhHER 22
- BEEEERERAI - R
EARZH /N EHEFLHEATL

SRR e 1 T

s (=g E) ~ OEARY
W) L REIRERA—A
trEREREEN—A—— (X
PRERRT ) - ERISSEHEE - HElE

HIZHRER T

14| SBIERE —O0__F—8

BEEMEEL @)
Crossing Hong Kong

on the Ship of Compassion

in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

ENEAFEBERELE B THG
L iR E o N

bbb RE F 453
A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

36. Guo Shi Taking Refuge

To guide the westernized young people in Hong Kong, the Venerable
Master used skillful means to nurture his primary Dharma protectors and
supporters who would become the future pillars of Buddhism. Upasika
Guo Shi Tan grew up in Hong Kong when it was heavily influenced by
the British. She met the Venerable Master when she was still in primary
school. Later, she took refuge with the Venerable Master during a seven day
Guanyin session. This transpired the second year after the Western Bliss
Garden was completed. For over fifty years, she has been supporting and

protecting Buddhism.

Upasika Tan Guo Shi’s Narration:

As for me, the Venerable Master was like an elder member of my family.
For this reason, I often went to the Western Bliss Garden directly after
school. I would finish my homework at school, leave a bit early, and then
head to the Western Bliss Garden to meet the Venerable Master. I would
spend about an hour with him during which I would either read aloud
books to him or listen to him tell stories. The Venerable Master would allow
me to read books such as the Records of High Sanghans and the Stories of
Jigong( 757N ). One favorite story that left an especially deep impression on
me was by the National Master Yulin (E3£). After reading these stories, I

would go home and have dinner.
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When I first met the Venerable Master, I did not take refuge immediately.
Even though I had learned how to use the Dharma instruments and had
assisted the Venerable Master during refuge ceremonies for others, I myself
had not yet taken refuge. For me, it was just a ceremony. I still did not know
that I needed to take refuge. As the Venerable Master was the Shifu (Master)
of my parents, I should have addressed him as Grandmaster. But for me, he
was not a Grandmaster, but our family’s “Shifu.” As such, I always called the
Venerable Master “Shifu.”

Although I studied at a Christian school and could recite entire sections
of the Bible from memory as a girl for class, , I did not believe in Christianity
or Catholicism. Why? Because I asked my teachers in school, “If God
created humans, why were there so many poor and ugly people? Why did he
create different people different ways? And until the day I graduated, , my
teachers never answered any of these questions. Incidentally, my older sister
studied in a Catholic school, and she also did not get answers to some of her
questions like mine. This is the reason she doesnt believe in Catholicism
either. When I met the Venerable Master, I asked him the same question,
and his answer deeply convinced me, “We reap what we sow.”

I followed that by asking him another question, “If I had past lives, what
did I look like in them?” The Venerable Master responded. However, since
I did not ask him directly, the answer to my question was in response to
a poem that I had written which he read. The last line of the poem went
this way, “What was my background, and what was my root?” And the
Venerable Master said to me, “I have read your poem. Do you want to know
your root?” I replied, “Definitely. As you said, we have all had so many lives
before. I want to know who I used to be...” Venerable Master told me my
previous lives, and then he said, “I have told you your past lives, but you
must keep them to yourself. In the future, you have to help me, to be my
left and right-hand man.” I replied, “No problem!” At that time, I would
always think of something different or something special as I was the type
who did not like to lose. Hence, I replied to the Venerable Master in this
way. Yet, I had never thought of taking refuge, and Venerable Master also
did not mention anything about it.

On the sixth lunar month of 1953, the Western Bliss Garden held a
seven day Guanyin Dharma session. When I went there, I saw the Venerable
Master was lying quietly on a bed without saying a single word. Some people
were kneeling beside him, including my mother and sister. Guo Song and
her mother were also kneeling beside the bed. Some were crying while others
were feeling very sad. I softly asked my sister, “What is the matter? Why are
you all kneeling here?” “Shifu refuses to eat. He has not eaten anything these
past few days. He will just drink water. Shifu will die!” Nobody dared to
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say anything. He was so quiet, and everyone felt so sad. I went to his
bedside, knelt, and asked him,“Shifu, why won’t you eat?”

“It is so hard to teach and transform the people in Hong Kong. They
are so stubborn, and do not listen to instructions. I don’t know how to
teach them. I want to leave,” Shifu replied.

“Shifu, I remember during your Dharma lecture, you said you want
to help all people. You want to liberate living beings,” I responded.

“Liberate what beings? They are so stubborn. I have no way to take
them across,” he said.

“Did you not teach me that ‘Regardless of whatever difficulties we
face, we must overcome them?” Why are you giving up now?” I replied
to him.

“But nobody is helping me,” he told me.

I immediately blurted out, “I will help you.” I dont know why I
said this...

“Really? You will help me?” he replied.

“Yes, I will. If you will eat, then I will help you,” I responded to him.

“But you are an outsider of the Way. How can you help me?” He
said.

At that time, I did not know what it meant to be “an outsider of
the Way.”

“What are you saying?” I asked him.

“I said you are an outsider of the Way.” He said again.

“What is an outsider of the Way?” I asked him.

“That is to say you will always stand outside the door of the Way,”
he replied to me.

“That is very simple. Now, I am inside the house. I already came in,”
I said to him.

“No. That is not what this means. What I am saying is that you have
not taken refuge, therefore, you are still an outsider of the Way,” he told
me.

“Have I not already been calling you ‘Shifu?’ I feel that taking refuge
is just a ceremony. It doesn’t really mean anything,” I responded to him.

“No, without plotting a square, how can we draw a circle and a
square,” he told me.

“That is easy. I can become an insider of the Way. I will take refuge.
Is that it, if I take refuge, you will eat and not depart?” I asked him.

Eventually, Shifu began to eat again, and, on the afternoon of the
nineteenth day of the sixth lunar month, I officially took refuge. I was
still in primary school. After I had taken refuge, my classmates teased
me and said I had become a left-home person.”

Guo Jun took refuge before me, but Guo Mi took it later. The

Venerable Master wrote a verse for each of our Dharma names. I knew
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that Guo Song and my sister had their respective verses, but
I can not remember them anymore. However, the Venerable
Master used my Dharma name to write the following verse,
“Concentrate on a single vehicle. Be a model for tens of
thousands of generations. Widely transform all as family,
reaching the Buddha Land together. Be a model! Be a
model!” (‘=" means model.)

I asked the Venerable Master about the meaning of the
phrase “Shi zhi! Shi zhil” (“ZL2 | T2 1 ) in this verse.
Venerable Master said that I should be a role model for
others. But regretfully, I have not been able to do so! The
Venerable Master’s precious writing is still on display in the
Buddha Hall at my home. After taking refuge, I often went
to the Western Bliss Garden, and whatever Venerable Master
asked me to do, I would strive to do my best, including
learning Buddhist rituals and helping out with the Dharma
Assemblies.

One day, Venerable Master took me to see Dharma
Master Mao Feng. Before Dharma Master Mao Feng left
home to become a monastic, he was a scholar. He would
effortlessly speak in poetic verse. The old Dharma Master
asked about my name and Dharma name, then used those
to write me a couplet: “Admire the achiever and virtuous
one. One becomes a great hero. The pure mind and pure
aspiration are those of a superior person.” “If a (= means
‘model” in this context) can bring forth the great Bodhi
resolve, and become a model (=) teacher for gods and
humans”]. At one time, the Venerable Master came to my
house for a meal offering and saw the two couplets in the
room. He teased me and said, “Dharma Master Mao Feng
had ranked you so highly that he has put you up there as a
teacher for gods and humans.”

I replied to him, “Venerable Master, did you not say
that the gods will fall to the lower realms after they use up
their blessings? I do not want to go to heaven and fall.” The
Venerable Master said, “Do not worry. If you fall, I will
catch you.” I said, “Good! Well, I hope you mean it! Once I
fall, you will need to come and save me.”

We often made such jokes. I learned a lot from the
Venerable Master, and I respect him very much, even though

I sometimes joked with him. )
joked w s0To be continued

JANUARY 2022 Vasra Boohi Sea [17



