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The Flower Adornment Sutra
with Commentary
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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NOBLE TRUTHS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Early Bird Translation Team

Surrounding the Saha World, there are other worlds in each of the
ten directions. There are also worlds in the ten directions of each
and every world system. Each world has its own set of other worlds
surrounding it throughout the ten directions. In each and every
one of those worlds, the noble truth of suffering is described in a
hundred trillion names. In each and every one of those worlds, the
noble truth of suffering has as many as one hundred trillion names.

Just like the noble truth of suffering, the noble truth of
accumulation of suffering, the noble truth of the cessation of
suffering, and the noble truth of the Way leading to the cessation
of suffering are also each described in a hundred trillion names.
Each of the rest of the three noble truths has one hundred trillion
names too.

Each of these names accords with what delights the minds of
living beings, enabling them to become subdued. These names
were proclaimed in accord with what living beings like in their minds.
Whichever name living beings prefer to hear is spoken accordingly.
Perhaps beings like to awaken via hearing these names so that they
can turn away from delusion and return to their original source of
enlightenment. When that name is spoken and explained, enabling
those beings to be tamed and subdued — their upside-down and
deluded thoughts are stopped and their ignorance is ended.
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The Venerable Master: Are there any questions?

Disciple: Each world has four hundred trillion names of these
noble truths — if that is the case, how is this four hundred trillion’
number calculated? Some names were used twice — how do you
take that into the calculation? Or, what exactly should this number

be? I am not clear about it.

The Venerable Master: This means that, although the names of the
Four Noble Truths are different in each country, their meanings
(behind all these names) are the same. What we are studying now is
the shortest version of the Avatamsaka Sutra, which is a very simple
version and merely mentions that for each world there are four
hundred trillion names; and even these four hundred trillion names
can not list all the names of these truths in a thorough manner. If we
were to study the longer-version of the Avatamsaka Sutra, there are
tenfold three-thousand great-thousand world systems mentioned;
that would be too many worlds of which to speak. If we were to
study the medium length-version of the sutra, there would still be
too many to finish naming, so we are just studying this shorter-
version of the sutra, which merely touches upon the names of these
noble truths without fully speaking of them.

As for us, we only need to have a rough understanding of these
truths’ names, and don’t need to delve too deeply into them, such
as counting the exact number of names, the specifics of the names
they are called, or how this name differs from that name. All of these
are not essential questions! Instead, we ought to look at the names
and ponder their meanings, and then based on contemplating their
meanings, we can deeply enter the Buddhadharma . That is our
main intentions when studying the sutra, rather than spending all
of our effort delving into how these numbersare calculated. If you
merely know how many names there are and how to count them,
what use is that?

The Four Noble Truths of “suffering, the origin of suffering, the
cessation of suffering, and the path to the cessation” as taught in
Buddhism refers to the Buddha’s threefold turning of the Dharma
wheel shortly after he attained awakening — the Dharma wheel
of the Four Noble Truths. We people should understand suffering,
know how to cut off the root of suffering, should aspire toward the
cessation of suffering, and strive to cultivate the Way that leads to

this cessation.
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This Avatamsaka Sutra was spoken to great Bodhisattvas who
have realized the Dharma-body. They all like to hear in detail the
Dharma of the Four Noble Truths. If we ordinary people were to
study them thoroughly, we would not be able to clearly memorize
all of these names because there are too many. For each of these
truths ten names were spoken — why? Why is it ten but not nine
names? Sometimes there are only nine names and one is missing;
that is because it was left out during the translation, or perhaps the
meanings were too difficult to be discerned clearly, thus that name
was ignored and just left out.

All in all, each time ten names were spoken to symbolize the
infinite layers (of states, meanings and principles pertaining to
the Avatamsaka Sutra). This great Dharma pervades empty space
and the Dharma Realm. If you want to illumine all dharmas, True

Reality, and the Avatamsaka states, you must deeply cultivate and
study the Buddhadharma.

Disciple: Was one name missing?

The Venerable Master: It could be that the translator accidentally
left it out in his befuddled state of mind; it could also be that
he did not discern the meanings clearly and cut short one of the
meanings. Both the Jin Dynasty (266-420) version and the Tang
Dynasty (618-907) version are each missing a name in one of
the paragraphs, but I did not mention this during my lecture —
because to speak or not to speak of it is not that important. Only
one name was missing, and you still have plenty of names tenfold.
What you are missing here you can go to find from the the groups
of names listed elsewhere. Why bother to be so concerned about
this one which is missing? I am not attached about how exactly to
study the Buddhadharma; so, I did not mention this during my
lecture.

Now, since we have finished this chapter, I am briefly touching
upon this topic. Originally I did not intend to speak about it.
Whoever wants to say that I dont understand (the sutra) can go
ahead and say that. I am not afraid of others saying that I don't
understand it. As for explaining the sutra, it is okay if anyone says
that I don’t understand it, or know how to lecture it.You can even
say that I don’t know (how to explain it), and then I just won't
know! If you know how to do it, then you can go ahead and lecture.

I have never stopped you from lecturing a sutra, have I?

s3> To be continued
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