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Bhikshuni Heng Jin Enters the Land of Lotuses

By Shiju Lin
English Translated by Wei Zhang
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Bhikshuni Heng Jin of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas peacefully
passed away on December 6, 2021 at the age of ninety-nine. She left
home thirty-three years ago, and took full ordination thirty-two years ago.

Bhikshuni Heng Jin was born in Jilin Province of Northeast China
on December 6, 1922. Since childhood, she was full of compassion and
could not bear to see animals killed for food. Because her mother was a
sincere Buddhist, she has had good affinities with Buddhism since she
was young. After she graduated from nursing school, she worked in a
hospital in Jilin, helping the patients with great care. Every time she heard
patients moaning from pain, she would instantly request a doctor’s prompt
treatment, which brought her the reputation as an “angel in white.”

Before Bhikshuni Heng Jin left home, her husband Mr. Jifu Jiang
devoted himself to education in Taiwan. As the wife of the high school
principal, her education philosophy with her own children was that, “One
should not leave a deed undone because the merit is small, nor should
one do something wrong even if the harm is minor.” Every time she saw
someone suffering in the news, she would try to donate and help.

After she retired from the Health Clinic of Taizhong, she wrote a picture
book version of the Earth Store Sutra using everyday words and hired an
illustrator with monies from her own retirement fund. Once it was ready
for publication, she then printed a thousand copies, also from her own
funds, donated them to many monasteries, and gave them to her friends
and acquaintances. Through these picture books of the Earth Store Sutra,
she hoped to help young readers understand causes and consequences and
respect their parents.

In 1980, she came to the United States and stayed in Los Angeles. In
1982, Dharma Master Heng Sure was giving lectures on the Earth Store
Sutra at the Gold Wheel Monastery in Los Angeles, with the Venerable
Master Hua providing additional commentary. After listening to the

lectures several times, she took refuge with the Venerable Master Hua,
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and was given the Dharma name of Guo Wen (5[, wen,
“Fruit of Questioning”).

From then on, she came to the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas every year to attend the 7en Thousand Buddbas
Jeweled Repentance. One day, as she was heading towards
the Buddha Hall, she passed by Venerable Master who was
reciting, “Sweep away all dharmas, and be apart from all
marks.” Instantly at that moment, her mind opened. She
obtained a deep understanding, and decided to leave home.
The Venerable Master asked her, “Are you leaving home
because you are suffering?” She answered, “No. I simply
want to learn Buddhadharma, to get out of the wheel of
birth and death, and follow the Buddha’s vows to help all
living beings.”

In June 1988, Bhikshuni Heng Jin left home at Gold
Mountain Monastery. In 1989, the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas hosted a Warer, Land, and Air Dharma Assembly
along with an ordination and transmission of the complete
monastic precepts, and she completed full ordination on
September 3. Since then, she practiced vigorously, never
missing the morning and evening ceremonies, or the precept
recitations. Even when she was unable to move freely due
to old age, she still requested help to attend ceremonies
in the Buddha Hall at the Tower of Blessings, reciting the
Buddha’s name loudly along the way. It was really admirable
that although her body was still in the Saha World, her mind
had already entered the land of lotuses.

Bhikshuni Heng Jin in her later years read Buddhist
texts in addition to reciting the Buddha’s name. She loved
reading the texts and was always filled with Dharma joy. Her
pleasant and peaceful state was described as “entering the
literature samadhi.” Bhikshuni Heng Jin once said, “When
I pass away, I wish to be free from sickness and suffering.
My mind will have no attachement, and to relinquish my
physical reward body just as if entering a meditative state
of samadhi.” Indeed, she achieved her wish. Some pieces of
sharira (relics) were found in the ashes after her cremation,
which were mainly white but one small piece was golden
—this is strong evidence of Bhikshuni Heng Jin’s sincere
practice of reciting the Buddha’s name, which has deepened
through long years of practice and is truly admirable!
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