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LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

The Forty-second Patriarch Chan

Master Zhigian from Sanjiao
(The Sixth Patriarch of the Weiyang Lineage)
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(continued)

Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on July 17, 1984
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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FEverything we encounter is the Dharma; don’t be skeptical
and close-minded. Everything we encounter is the Dharma.
The myriad things and myriad creatures are all expressions of
the Buddhadharma. Good people are expressing good dharmas;
evil people are expressing evil dharmas. Cats express the dharma
of cats; dogs express the dharma of dogs. Do you get it? If you
get it, then you know, “Oh! So that’s why it’s that way!” You
understand why dogs are dogs. You know why a dog became a
dog. Why is a cat a cat? Well, before it was obsessed with eating
meat and was always trying to take advantages and find the easy
way out. That’s why it became a cat. A cat waits at the hole of
a mouse and as soon as the mouse appears, the cat catches and
eats the mouse. The cat was greedy for the easy way out and
enjoyed being a freeloader. It was only concerned for itself and
showed no concern for anyone else, thus it became a cat. That’s
the dharma it expresses. But the mouse is also expressing the
dharma of mice. All day long it steals food.

The myriad things and myriad creatures are all expressing
their dharmas. So, understand the dharma of each creature.
Don’t be skeptical and close-minded. Don’t harbor doubts;
don’t be so dubious, seemingly unsure about everything, even
wondering if Buddhas really exist, so that you wonder, “Is

reciting Buddha’s names a waste of time? Would it be better to
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sleep than to be mindful of Buddhas? Would eating some good food
be more meaningful? Is reciting Buddha’s names a banal pastime?”

Immediately break through ignorance; smash space to
smithereens. \We have to break apart our black tar barrel, which
means we have to break through our ignorance, and then space
will be shattered; we don’t need to shatter space. Why does space,
our natural world, and everything man-made exist? It is due to our
ignorance; we attach to them and keep creating them.

When we get rid of ignorance, everything is OK, no problem.
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shattered as well. Space no longer exists.

When the mad mind ceases, bodhbi buds. When we put a stop
to our mad mind and wild nature, then a bodhi sprout can grow; it
wells forth from our heart.

Chan Master Zhiqian resided on the peak of Triangle

KK o TiEE | fFia{HUTE  Mountain. The peak was high in the sky. He built a bodhimanda
biE—{EiE - there.
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Jfrom jail. He wanted to free all sentient beings, who are as if in

prison. So, that’s what today’s eight-line verse is about. &
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Winter Chan Session: December 26, 2021 - Januaryl5, 2022
155 88<F DHARMA REALM SAGELY MONASTERY 844, Taiwan, Kaohsiung City, Liugui District, 5ZLLIE205%
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Amitabha Recitation Session: December 19-25, 2021
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Transmission of Refuge with the Eight-fold Precepts: December 19, 2021
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Shurangama Mantra Recitation Session: November 20-26, 2021

106 Bonogin Road, Bonogin, Queensland 4213, Australia

HEBIE 2 Dharma Realm Guanyin Sagely Monastery
161 Jalan Ampang, 50450 Kuala Lumpur, West Malaysia
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Celebration of Amitabha Buddha's Birthday and Amitabha Recitation Session: December 19-25, 2021
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