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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

Those among them who have not yet submitted, who
have not yet been liberated, undergo retributions according
to their karma. When they fall into the lower destinies,
which are the hells, the realm of hungry ghosts, and the
realm of animals, and are enduring tremendous suffering,
then you should remember and think about the gravity of
this entrustment I am now carnestly making to you here
in the palace of the Trayastrim$a Heaven. Find ways to
liberate all beings in the Saha world from now until the
time when Maitreya comes into the world. Help them
escape all suffering forever, encounter Buddhas, and receive
predictions of themselves becoming Buddhas.

Now let’s talk about Elder Master Yinguang. He is a native
of Shanxi Province in China. After he received the precepts,
he went to Potola Mountain for a secluded retreat. His retreat
consisted of reading the Buddhist canon all day. He read the
Buddhist canon with utmost respect, sitting perfectly upright.
He would change into a different set of clothing and shoes
for the restroom. Having finished in the restroom, he put on
his clothes for reading the satras. Even if the restroom was
very clean, he nevertheless changed clothes. He never wore
the attire worn while reading sttras to the restrooms, and he
never wore the clothes used in the restroom in the siitra room.
He read the satras respectfully every day. He lived on Potola
Mountain, Guanyin Bodhisattva’s bodhimanda, for eighteen
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years, reading the sutras every day and never
taking a single day’s break. Having read the
sutras for eighteen years, he went to Nanjing
to lecture on the Amitibha Sitra.

Imagine the scene of the Amitibha Sitra
lecture. A greatly virtuous and eminent
monk lectures to an empty hall. There was
only one person who came every day and sat
on the benches waiting. The Dharma Master
was pleased that someone was so attentive
and asked, “Are you able to understand what
I say?” He asked this because he had a heavy
Shanxi accent.

This person said, “Oh! Dharma Master, |

don’t understand.”
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“You dont understand? What are you
doing here then?” he said.

This person said, “I am waiting for you to finish explaining
the stitra so I can put the benches away. I am here to collect the
benches, not to attend the sttra lecture.”

Ah! The Elder Dharma Master was very sad to hear this, and
he resolved never to lecture on the satras in Nanjing again. See!
No one listened to the satra lectures except for one person, who
waited because he was the bench-keeper.

Later the Shanghai Lay Buddhist Association invited him to
lecture on the Amitibha Sitra. He went to Shanghai to deliver the
lectures; this time, the audience was large, unlike last time when no
one attended. In Nanjing where Buddhism was not that popular,
this greatly virtuous and eminent monk remained unknown in the
absence of advertisements, and no one attended his lectures.

In Shanghai, however, some disciples who took refuge with
him advertised their master’s satra lectures. “Come and listen!
Come and listen!” They got all the Buddhists together to listen
to the Dharma. There was one student among them, perhaps
eighteen, nineteen, or twenty years old. She was not a Buddhist,
but she had a dream one night in which someone urged her,
“Go to the Lay Association to listen to the satra lectures! Great
Strength Bodhisattva is there propagating the Buddhadharma,
explaining the Amitabha Sitra” The next morning, she read in the
newspapers that Elder Master Yinguang was going to lecture on

the Amitabha Sutra at the Lay Association.

s To be continued
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