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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute
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The Winter Chan Session begins on November 15 and will
last for fourteen weeks (11/15/1970 - 2/20/1971). It would be best
if nobody talked and if everyone just applied their effort single-
mindedly. When you're sitting, dont make any noise. Remain
quiet and peaceful. Don’t use beads to recite the Buddha’s name
or make any sounds. Let’s hope that during the session everyone
will awaken. If you make noise, it disturbs other people and
prevents them from entering samadhi. If you can’t enter samadhi,
you won't be able to open up your wisdom. If you can’t open up
your wisdom, you won’t gain a genuine awakening. You should
all help each other on the way to awakening. For these reasons,

it’s important that once the session starts, the talking ends.
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Bodhisattva Lotus Virtue wanted to know what merit and
virtue Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice had cultivated in order to
perfect such great spiritual powers. Sakyamuni Buddha told him
that this Bodhisattva had made offerings of a hundred thousand
kinds of music to Buddha King of the Sound of Thunder in the
Clouds.

At that time Bodhisattva Lotus Virtue said to the Buddha,
“World Honored One, Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice has
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deeply planted good roots. Deep are the roots of goodness that
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice has planted! Although I know that’s
the case, yet still, World Honored One, what samadhi has this
Bodhisattva entered, that he is able to transform himself and
save living beings wherever he may be? In what samadhi does
this Bodhisattva dwell, such that he is able to appear anywhere in
any form he wishes by means of his spiritual powers and save living

beings on such a vast scale?”

Sitra:

The Buddha said to Bodhisattva Lotus Virtue, “Good man,
this samadhi is called ‘manifesting in any physical form.” By
staying in this samadhi, Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice can benefit

countless living beings in the manner previously described.”

Commentary:

The Buddha said to Bodhisattva Lotus Virtue, “Good man,
this samadhi is called ‘manifesting in any physical form.” Without
moving from the bodhimanda, he can still manifest anywhere in
the various forms of all living beings. By staying in this samadhi,
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice can benefit countless living beings
in the manner previously described. Dwelling in the samadhi of
manifesting in any physical form, Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice can

aid countless, limitless living beings in all the ways described earlier.”

Sitra:

When this chapter on Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice was taught,
all eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas who had accompanied
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice attained the samadhi of manifesting
in any physical form. Countless Bodhisattvas in the Saha world

also attained this samadhi and dharani.

Commentary:

When this chapter on Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice was taught,
all eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas who had accompanied
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice from the World Resplendent with
Pure Light to the Saha world attained the samadhi of manifesting
in any physical form. They attained the power of that meditative
concentration. Not only did these eighty-four thousand Bodhisattvas
Bodhisattvas attain it, countless Bodhisattvas in the Saha world
also attained this samadhi and dharani, the Dharma-door of total

retention. 52 To be continued
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