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Reflection on My 2005 Ordination Platform
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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Run at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on October 2, 2017

Chinese Translated by Cindy Wang

Editorial note: The 2005 one hundred and eight-day Precept Platform/the eleventh of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association(DRBA)]
began on April 24. From the nuns perspective, the unprecedented aspect of this Platform is that sixty-one days of the intensive train-
ing for nuns was held at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) and forty-seven days was held ar the City of the Dharma

Realm (CDR).
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It is not easy to encounter the precept platform for precept

transmission. The Brahma Net Sutra says, “When living beings

receive the Buddha’s precepts, they will realize Buddhahood.

When their state is identical to Great Enlightenment, they truly
become a disciple of the Buddha.” Therefore all living beings who
wish to leave the householder’s life should first and foremost request
to receive the complete Vajra Radiance Jeweled Precepts.

During this 108-day training program, Dharma Masters from
DRBA branches temples came and gathered together to schedule all
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the lectures, and the daily homework for the preceptees.
During the training, the Dharma Masters shared their
knowledge and the teaching they received from Venerable
Master Hua. The novices learned the fifty-three small
mantras, the ten Shramanerika precepts, the three hundred
and forty-eight Bhikshuni precepts and the ten major
and forty-eight minor Bodhisattva precepts. Awesome
deportment classes were also included in the discussion
to ensure that the novices in training would have proper
demeanor. Deportment plays an important role in our life;
it manifests our inner quality, virtuous conduct, and our
discipline in upholding the rules.

In 2005, CTTB hosted the ordination platform and
fifty-three novices enrolled for upholding Bhikshunis
and Bodhisattva precepts. My training teacher asked us
whether we were ready to hold these precepts. Since I
had been practicing for five years as a novice, I decided
to further my education and improve my cultivation.
This was also the first year that our training program was
held at CDR. However, our program in bowing the Ten
Thousand Buddha Repentance was at CTTB. After the
bowing the repentance at CT'TB, we moved back to CDR.

At that time I had difficulty with memorizing the
texts, for the most suitable language for me is Cantonese.
My Mandarin pronunciation was poor and the English
translation was too long. Furthermore, my memory was
quite bad; I saw that everyone finished memorizing the
fifty-three small mantras and novice precepts quickly, yet
I was still at the beginning of the page. I felt embarrassed.
I also didn’t memorize some precepts ahead of time like
some of my Dharma brothers.

The Dharma Master at our branch temple told me
not to worry because there would be spare time for us to
memorize during the training period.

When I came back to CDR, besides attending the
precept class, I enjoyed community work and forgot to
put time into memorizing precepts, until the time came
for transmitting the precepts. Only then did I realize that
we had to memorize all the precepts, otherwise we were
not qualified to enter the ordination platform, so I became
nervous. | was quite behind and the more nervous I was,

the more difficulty I had in memorizing.
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One day as I was lining up waiting to recite from
memory for one of the teachers, and my Dharma Sister
called me from behind. She told me to bow to Guanyin
Bodhisattva, which gave me a timely reminder. I never
expect that in memorizing precepts —I had to rely on
the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas! Anyhow, I listened to
her words. Every day in the early morning, I went to
the Buddha Hall and bowed to Guanyin Bodhisattva
before morning recitation.

In addition to the Buddha Hall ceremonies, we had
two periods of bowing to repent of our past wrongs, as
our karma may obstruct us from taking the precepts
and furthering our cultivation. Repenting helped me
examine and reflect what I had done and to reform my
mistakes.

Every day we had classes on the precepts, awesome
deportment, regulations and teachings from Venerable
Master Hua. We also had a class of meditation from
Dharma Master Chih and several Dharma Instruments
classes from Dharma Master Liang. Each day we had
two periods to memorize the precepts and we also did
a lot of community work. During that time, the West
Sacramento City wanted us to trim the surrounding
trees on our boundary. We trimmed all the trees and
filled a large dumpster. Dharma Master Shr led us in
community work and Dharma Master Chih gave talks
to SUpport us.

I recognized that my challenge was to survive
the training with everybody as well as do my own
duties; I also needed to concentrate and focus on
my memorization, otherwise I would not pass.
Consequently, wherever I went, I pulled out the book
from my pocket, read a few lines, and focused on the
words in my heart without false thoughts. Every day
I practiced this way even during mealtime or in the
restroom. I gradually memorized them all. T was so
happy. I went to the Buddha Hall to bow to Guanyin
Bodhisattva and ran out to tell the Dharma Master of
this when she was sweeping the entrance floor. I found
out that concentration is important, for only when our
minds are cleaned and calm without any false thoughts,

then things will work out.
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We also needed to clean our room daily, organize and put
everything away. Dharma Master Shr came unexpectedly to
investigate and grade us. It was difficult to get a full grade. No
matter how we organized, none of us could get 100%; no one
received more than 97%. Finally one day, one of us got 99%,
and we all went to her room to see. Everything was neat and
organized, like a clean hotel room ready for customers. None
of her belongings were visible, not even a towel, toothbrush or
shoe; only one small luggage cover with a white cloth was in the
closet.

This incident taught me that we shouldnt have so many
belongings, since we left the home life to cultivate and should not
be attached to too many things. I really appreciated these lessons.
I learned to organize things nicely in a limited space. This was
especially helpful when I served at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in
Hong Kong; since the city was densely populated with buildings
filling every available space. The temple also had limited space,
so everything needed to fit in properly and aesthetically.

Another lesson I learnt from the Cantor (Wei No 4&H[) was
to listen to the bell, the Dharma instrument that the cantor uses
to lead the assembly. One week before our ordination, we went
back to CTTB and Dharma Master Heng Shou trained us how
to bow. He found out we were not listening to the bell that was
stuck to indicate when we needed to bow. We were not bowing
in unison but like waves in an ocean.

We were a group of fifty-three novices. He made many
attempts to train us in listening to the bell and synchronizing
our bowing. For the first of three bows, on the first bell strike,
we should bow down; on the second and third strikes, our hands
should be on the cushion and then face our palms up; on the
fourth, our heads should touch the bowing cushion, and by the
fifth, we should stand up. The second bow is indicated with 1
strike to bow down and 1 to rise; on the third bow, it is 1 strike
down and two strikes to rise. This was the challenging lesson for
us. The cantor was very patient. He dedicated his entire weekend
to train us. Finally, we were successful. We bowed synchronously
with everyone descending and arising at the same pace in a
gracefulness flow.

As I reflected on this training, I became aware of how deeply
ingrained and embedded our habitual tendencies are. These

habits often lead us to believe that we are always right and to
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reject the wise advice of others.

Finally we entered the Precept Platform and
received the Bhikshuni and Bodhisattva precepts. Once
we ordained, we were like new born babies. Dharma
Master Gwei reminded us that since we received the
precepts, we have to investigate and understand the
meaning of the precepts to guide our body, mouth and
mind in daily life, and constantly watch our minds as to
not create any unwholesome karma. Every lunar day we
recited the precepts with the assembly.

To build a good foundation, Dharma Master Gwei
strongly advised us to continue attending the morning
universal bowing session and the afternoon Great
Compassion Repentance ceremony to repent of our past
actions created from greed, anger and delusion. Every
day we attended the morning and evening recitation;
I remembered Venerable Master Hua mentioned that
attending the morning and evening recitation will
yield great merit and virtue. Furthermore, we listened
to lectures and read sutras to help us understand cause
and effect and to develop our wisdom. Dharma Master
Gwei encouraged us to memorize the Earth Store
Bodpisattva Sutra because this was the instruction given
by Venerable Master Hua. We did temple community
work and constantly wore our sash, as well as watched
our deportment to influence people to go the right path.

I really appreciate hearing these good speeches; they
are like a bright torch leading me to a proper path. In
respect for Venerable Master Hua and the Dharma
Masters’ teachings and for being able to leave home
in a proper way place, I followed these practices and
memorized the Earth Store Bodhisattva Sutra years ago.

Twelve years after being ordained, my experience is
to constantly examine and reflect within and not look
for others” faults. Whenever I encounter different tests,
I think of my teachers’ teachings to help me to grow
and recognize my own mistakes. Lastly, I have affinities
with Guanyin Bodhisattva and her Dharma door of
compassion. Thus I learn to practice her way as my

method of cultivation to benefit myself and others. &
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