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34. Releasing the Suffering of Those in the Netherworld

The Venerable Master, with great compassion, transmitted the
Precepts for the Deceased which is an expediency for all living beings,
so as to liberate our ancestors and aggrieved spirits. Citing an instance,
once the Venerable Master’s disciple Li Guo He(32 B & Li Guo Hé),
absentmindedly forgot to register for the Precepts for the Deceased
which he intended to take on behalf of his late mother. As he was
going down the hill, halfway home, he suddenly felt an intense pain
in his leg and was unable to walk.

When Venerable Master built Western Bliss Garden Monastery,
the number of worshipers increased daily as once there was a
permanent Bodhimanda. Dharma assemblies were frequently held to
fulfill the needs of living beings, and plaques were set up for liberating
and transmitting the Precepts for the Deceased. As such, Li Guo He
registered his ancestors for the Precepts for the Deceased. Then, he
followed everyone else down the hill, and once he was halfway down,
he suddenly felt pain in his legs, and could not move another step
further. The strange thing was that when he turned back to walk up
the hill, the pain was gone and he could walk normally. He tried doing
this a few times and the results were the same. So, left with no choice,
he returned to the Western Bliss Garden and informed the Venerable
Master about this experience. The Venerable Master smiled and asked,

“Did you forget to register for the Precepts for the Deceased for your
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late mother?” Upon hearing that, Li Guo He suddenly realized
that he had not done so, and quickly registered his late mother.
After that, he had no difficulty going back down the mountain.

Reverend Heng Sure’s Postscript :

Taking the Precepts for the Deceased is truly a filial act. It
was said, “The tree wishes to be still, yet the wind blows on. The
child wishes to be filial, yet the parents are gone.” Everyone has
heard this saying before. It describes how an individual whose
parents have passed away, but did not know how to be filial
when they were still alive. That is, although this person may
realize that he should have been filial, even so, it was already too
late for him. He could have taken good care of his parents for
several decades, yet, he missed his chance. Nonetheless, people
in this situation may further practice filial respect by receiving
the Precepts for the Deceased on their parents’ behalf.

Notably, the souls we represent have already passed on, but
we can still create merit and virtue then transfer it to them,
thereby extending the practice of filial respect beyond their
physical life span. Is that not wonderful? Even though they
are not physically around, we can still have a connection with
them in our hearts, and we can use that connection to transfer
merit to them. It is truly wonderful! This was how the Venerable
Master explained the Precepts for the Deceased at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

53 To be continued
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