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I am now telling you another news story about Gold
Mountain Monastery. Some of it is good news, and some is
bad. Good news is bad news, and bad news is good. Take the
life of a human being for example. When we are born, that
is good news. When we die, that is bad news. After all, there
is no way that we can be spared from the cycle of birth and
death.

Then what is the good news? Then, what is the good news?
Some new births will occur at Gold Mountain Monastery —
some will leave the home-life, while others, weary of monastic
life, want to return to lay life. They feel that they have had
enough of this. Leaving the home-life is like being born.
Going back to lay life is a kind of death which is an example
of the noble truth of cessation.

Therefore, whoever wants to leave home, leave. Whoever
wants to return to lay life, return. Do as you please. I have said,
“Everything is OK.” So, whichever action you take, I don’t
care. In the future, if someone wants to leave the home-life,
it has to be approved by the assembly. That is exactly what
we did in the past. Whoever wants to go back to lay life can
announce that to the assembly, saying, “I am returning to lay

life!” Once agreed, that person can go back to lay life.
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There are some good things in the world, and there are some
bad things too. Whether good states or bad states appear, we must
remain unmoved no matter what — that is the noble truth of

cessation!
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Sitra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in the world called “Invigorating
Sounds,” the noble truth of the way leading to the cessation
of suffering is perhaps called “contemplation,” perhaps called
“able to smash the enemy,” perhaps called “seal of knowledge,”
perhaps called “able to enter the nature,” perhaps called
“immune to attack,” perhaps called “limitless meanings,”
perhaps called “able to enter wisdom,” perhaps called “merging
perhaps

with the way,” perhaps called “forever unmoving,”

called “unique and sublime doctrine.”

Commentary:

Manjuséri Bodhisattva called out, “Disciples of the Buddha.”
This Bodhisattva wished that all living beings could understand
the Four Noble Truths; therefore, he was not afraid of trouble. He
kept calling for the attention of Buddhist disciples to listen to him
proclaim the various names of the Four Noble Truths. Here, he
once again called, “All of you disciples of the Buddha.”

In the world called “Invigorating Sounds,” the noble truth
of the way leading to the cessation of suffering is perhaps called
“contemplation.”

In the Saha World, the Four Noble Truths are: to understand
suffering, to cut off the roots of suffering, to admire and resolve on
the cessation of suffering, and to cultivate the way leading to the
cessation of suffering. All of you disciples of the Buddha must have
known about these Four Noble Truths, at least roughly. That being
said, in the world called “Invigorating Sounds” are also the Four
Noble Truths, but with different names. Now we will just focus on
the Truth of the Way leading to the cessation of suffering. It has
various names. It is perhaps called “contemplation.” What is the
Noble Truth of the Way called? Contemplation. To contemplate
is the Way.

Perhaps the Noble Truth of the Way is called “able to smash
the enemy” by living beings in some countries. This truth can

help beings defeat the enemy of suffering, so that they can attain
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joy and happiness. Having listened to the Buddhadharma during
sutra lectures, we should put it into practice accordingly. We must
delve deeply into the Buddhist canon; we must bring forth great
faith. Don’t listen to sutra lectures as if listening to fairy tales without
studying them further and holding them in mind.

We must know that, for endless eons, we have undergone
uncountable cycles of births and deaths. Every time we died, we
discarded the body of that life. If those bodies we have assumed
throughout all of time were piled up, they would stack up higher
than Mount Sumeru.

Didnt I say, “People eat the Earth and the Earth consumes
people.” When people are alive, they are fed with grains grown from
the soil. When they die, their bodies return to Mother Earth. How
many of our bodies has the Earth devoured? And yet, we still wander
aimlessly around as if in a daze because we have not bothered to
cultivate. As a result we have not been able to smash our enemy.

What is our enemy? It is the three poisons of greed, anger, and
delusion. These three poisons numb our bodies and minds, and
turn us upside down. They cause us to mistake right for wrong and
wrong for right; to take black for white, and white for black; to
take suffering for bliss, and bliss as suffering. That is why we are so
upside-down. Being upside-down, we cannot smash this enemy. For
those of us who cultivate the Way, our enemies are greed, anger, and
delusion — all due to desire. If we cannot subdue desire, we cannot
cultivate the Way.

Perhaps in some countries, this Noble Truth of the Way is called
the “seal of knowledge.” It is the seal of understanding, the seal that
can certify your knowledge of all doctrines.

Perhaps in some countries, this Noble Truth of the Way is
called “able to enter the nature.” This truth can help one enter and
understand one’s Buddha nature, and thereby return to one’s root or
source — the very source of one’s fundamental Buddha nature.

Each one of us has a home. What is your true home then?
When you cultivate and become a Buddha, you dwell together with
Buddhas; that dwelling place is your true home. The home you have
right now is a temporary one, it is not your ultimate home. It is just
a mundane home belonging to a worldly person. The Pure Land of
eternal, tranquil light where sages dwell is truly home for every one
of us. So, if you can return to the source where sages dwell is the
true home for every one of us. So, if you can return to the source by
entering the Buddha nature, then you are considered truly returned

home. $0To be continued
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