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The Story of a Giant Turtle’s Roaming
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Written and translated by Yiri You
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On September 1, 2021, a giant turtle was
found in City of Ten Thousand Buddha’s motor
pool near the creek. Its shell measured three
feet long and two feet wide. Its weight was way
over 100 pounds. Volunteers at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) treated it with
chopped vegetables and fruits such as tomato,
cabbage and apple. This turtle seemed quite
hungry and had a good appetite.

This giant turtle was not “invited” to the
Buddha Hall due to the practice of prevention
measures during the pandemic. It is not a local
species, and one of the volunteers meant to keep
this giant turtle at CTTB because he assumed it
was liberated on purpose. However, some other
people thought that we didn’t know how to take
good care of this turtle, it’s best to have experts
keep it. Ukiah Animal Shelter staff picked up this turtle in
the afternoon that day.

Later someone figured out this giant turtle is a pet turtle.
Its owner had posted search notices on social media for some
time. The owner got the giant turtle back on September 2.
People learned that this giant turtle had escaped the owner’s
home for quite a few times. This time it took a different
route—it walked to the creek and up the creek to arrive at
CTTB. It’s about one mile from its owner’s home and was
the farthest one among the giant turtle’s escapes.

The owner was very grateful we took care of his pet turtle
whose name is “Torque” because he is strong. The owner said
he has had Torque for ten years, but he doesn’t know how
old Torque is because Torque was given to him by a friend.
This kind of turtle can live up to 150 years. Originally they

come from Africa. 8





