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Honoring Elders Day Celebrated during the Pandemic
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On the afternoon of October 24, 2021, Developing Virtue Secondary
School hosted its first in-person Honoring Elders Day since the pandemic
began to dedicate gratitude to the elderly nuns residing in the Tower of
Blessings at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB).

Both the girls’ and the boys’ divisions started preparing for the
event in early September. The planning posed more challenges for the
organizers this year than in prior years due to COVID precautions and
the resulting strict requirements with regard to safe interactions between
the quarantine bubbles as required by CTTB. The school divisions are
in different safety bubbles than those residing in the Tower of Blessing.
Generally, as a result of these precautions, interactions between bubbles
are kept to minimum. After deliberations with teachers, we carefully
considered critical factors such as the number of attendees, weather,
audience seating arrangements, and the stage set-up in relation to the
audience. It was finally determined that it would be most prudent
for the students to perform outdoors while the elderly nuns and their
caregivers watched from behind the full length glass windows and doors
in the entryway. Due to rain, some performances that involved many
musical instruments had to be canceled, due to both the necessity to
maintain safe distancing and to protect the musical instruments during
the inclement outdoor weather. As a result, the Girls’ Chinese Orchestra,
the piano ensemble, and Girls’ School band performances were canceled.

After careful discussion, the teachers and the high school seniors
finally decided that the girls would offer a traditional Chinese dance, a
pipa and guzheng duet, and a vocal solo performance. In their portion of
the program, the boys offered the traditional 24 Seasons Drum, Chinese
Orchestra, and dragon dance. For the celebration of Honoring Elders
Day streamed online last year, the boys’ school could not participate in
the performance due to the pandemic. Thus, this year’s small-scale in-
person celebration gave them the opportunity to rejoin in the tradition.
Moreover, although people were able to watch the performances through
an online platform last year, their experiences were limited to viewing
the screens from which the pre-recorded videos were streamed. Whereas
this year, the in-person performances enlivened every participant, and
evoked in them sincere gratitude and shared joy.

Even though it was drizzling during the event, the performers put
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on their best show under the performance tent. In particular,
Chinese dance and Dragon dance took stage in the midst of the
light rains. The Dharma Masters and volunteers cheered for each
and every performance with great enthusiasm and appreciation.
As for us, the performers, in addition to paying respect to our
elders and offering entertainment to each other, we made an
unforgettable memory.

As the performances progressed, we were delighted to see
more and more elderly nuns gather in the audience which was
seated in the lobby of the Tower of Blessings. As the show ended,
we realized that the number in the audience doubled or even
tripled our initial expectations.

Prior to the pandemic, girls' school students used to assist
the elderly nuns with many activities and projects; we would
also put on small performances for them during the holiday
season. However, COVID-19 has changed all of this. Therefore,
we hope that the in-person celebration honoring elders this year
will bring renewed joy to them during this global pandemic and
time of continued quarantine isolation.

Indeed, it was a special Honoring Elders Day. It was quite
different from its traditional form. The celebration was carried
out on a much smaller scale, because it was not hosted, as it
usually has been, in the big dining hall. There also weren't any
other guests invited, except for the elderly nuns and volunteers.
Nevertheless, the teachers and students cooperating in the
planning and production of the event. All of the issues we
faced reminded us of our original intent, which was to honor
our elders, and to create the best event we could in the current
conditions. Despite the many challenges and changes in the
staging of this event, all of the participants gained improved
communication skills and insights through this experience. We
will always remember that celebrations like Honoring Elders Day
are external forms that we use to express our internal gratitude
and respect towards our elders.

Some students were disappointed because they had practiced
and prepared for a long time to give their performances at the
in-person event, but then their performances were canceled
due to the weather conditions. However, our schools have also
planned an online Honoring Elders Day again this year. All
of the performances will be included in the online event, and
many more will be able to virtually attend. To join us for the
Honoring Elders Virtual Celebration, please visit our school’s

website http://igdvs.org. &
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