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Large-scale Redwood Planting on Wonderful

Enlightenment Mountain
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Since the construction started in 2018 for the
International Institute of Philosophy and Ethics at
Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain (IIPE), five out of
nine buildings of the first phase of the project have already
been completed. The final four buildings are currently
about 30% complete. Starting in late September of this
year, the landscaping team for IIPE initiated a plan to
plant redwood trees on location, and 138 trees were
planted by mid-October.

These one hundred and thirty-eight redwood trees
have been planted into six groves with twenty-three trees
in each. The rainy season in Mendocino County began
right after the planting was finished. The long overdue
rain not only signaled the end of the long drought, but
also nurtured the newly planted redwoods, which marked
an auspicious beginning of their new livese on the foothill
of Wonderful Enlightenment Mountain. When the land
was graded to make it level for construction during the
first phase of the IIPE project, over a hundred walnut
trees were relocated. The newly planted redwood trees
will not only add greenery to the site, but also form a
natural screen between the newly constructed buildings
and nearby homes on neighboring plots of land within
line of sight of the area under construction.

To be in accord with local government requirements
and maintain good relationships with neighbors on
adjacent properties, a variety of native species of trees will
be planted in the areas of the IIPE campus visible from
Guidiville Road. Our landscaping consultant has obtained
approval for his landscaping proposal from Mendocino
County, and more trees and water-wise plants native
to California and suitable to the local ecosystem will
be planted, which in addition to enhancing the natural

beauty of the campus, will also provide habitats for native
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species of birds and other wildlife.

Redwood trees are the tallest trees in the world; they are native
to California with an average height of 200 feet. The tallest redwood
tree in the world is over 300 feet (approximately 91 meters) tall. They
are not only tall but also massive in overall size. A giant redwood
tree can grow as wide as 30 feet (around 9 meters) in diameter
with a circumference of 102 feet (around 31 meters). Initially, the
first few years after they are planted, they grow quickly at a rate of
three to six feet a year (1 - 2 meters). They usually reach 100 to
150 feet (30 - 45 meters) in height within fifty years. Because of
their height and mass, they are an important part of the ecosystem,
providing homes for a wide range of wildlife, gradually producing a
canopy that shades the forest floor, and even generating their own
fog from the up to 500 gallons (almost 2,000 liters) of water a large,
mature tree can transpire in the air per day. In order to protect
them, the locations of many giant redwood trees are confidential.
Another characteristic of redwood trees is their longevity. They can
usually live for a few hundred years. There are several that are over
a thousand years old. Based on records, the longest living redwood
tree has lived for over three thousand years. The characteristics of
redwoods share many of the same valuable qualities necessary on
our journeys of cultivation: there is no need to rush for results or
fame, and if one keeps moving forward firmly at a steady pace, one
will certainly achieve lofty goals.

Planting redwood trees at the base of Wonderful Enlightenment
Mountain, is a symbol that the Proper Dharma brought to the
West by the Venerable Hsuan Hua will flourish for over a hundred
generations and benefit limitless living beings, who will eventually

perfect their wisdom and realize Buddhahood. &
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