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Celebration of Guanyin Bodhisattva
Leaving Home and Guanyin Session at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas

M7 X/F
Written and translated by Yinqi Guan
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On October 24, 2021, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
celebrated Guanyin (Avalokite$vara) Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home and
started the seven-day Guanyin Recitation Session the same day, which
continued till October 30. The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas holds the
Guanyin Session three times a year on Guanyin Bodhisattva’s birthday,
the nineteenth day of the second lunar month; on Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
Enlightenment Day, the nineteenth day of the sixth lunar month; and on
Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Leaving Home Day, the nineteenth day of the nineth
lunar month; respectfully. It’s very rare that three Guanyin sessions are
held every year in the entire world. There have been more than a hundred
Guanyin sessions held at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas so far.

During this Guanyin Session, the “Universal Door Chapter” from the
Wonderful Lotus Flower Sutra, the Great Compassion Mantra, and Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s name were recited. There was also meditation time. Before
the pandemic, the sutra recitation during a session was often divided into
Chinese and English groups and held in different halls, sometimes even
Vietnamese recitation was also held separately.

However, during the pandemic, it’s difficult to livestream the recitation in
different languages at the same time. Sutra recitation in different languages
was divided into different time segments. English sutra recitation was
arranged in the morning from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. Chinese sutra recitation was
scheduled at 7a.m. and 1p.m. The schedule of sutra recitation in different
languages was rearranged on the first day and last day of the session.

All of the Dharma sessions at CTTB held in 2021 include the three
Guanyin sessions, the Ten Thousand Buddhas, Jeweled Repentance, the
Avatamsaka Recitation Session, the Earth Store Session, and also the Amitabha

Session which will be held at the end of the year have been taking a number
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of precautious measures because of the ongoing pandemic. People living
outside CTTB can only attend these sessions on-line. People living inside
of certain social bubbles at CTTB which include Tower of Blessings
residents, members of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, Developing
Virtue Secondary School, and Instilling Goodness Elementary School
also have to attend these sessions on-line. Only residents of Tathagata
Monastery, Great Compassion House, Joyous Giving House and
volunteers living full-time at CT'TB who remain on campus at all times
are able to attend these sessions in person.

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, founder of CTTB, once said, “Every
year, we hold the session for the sake of dispelling the poisons in space
and in the world. The atmosphere is now very polluted, and there is a
poisonous energy brewing in the universe which can’t be dispelled. We
can only sincerely ask the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas to shine their light
and cause the invisible but lethal toxic energy to disappear.”

Guanyin Bodhisattva listens the prayers of all beings in times of
difficulty and suffering and dispels disasters and dangers for people who
pray to him. There have been numerous efficacious responses from Guan
Yin Bodhisattva. Even Chinese history recorded some of those efficacious
responses such as the History of Jin Dynasty in which prime minister
Xu Yi of the former Qin kingdom escaped being killed by reciting Guan
yin Sutra. Again, in the History of Liu Song Dynasty, General Wang
Xuanmo also recited Guanyin’s Sutra and his life was saved from a death
sentence.

Dr. Chun-Fang Yu, professor emerita of Columbia University, gave
an online talk on “Guanyin and Chinese Culture” to the Dharma
Realm Buddhist University last May. She herself witnessed Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s eflicacious response when she was eight while traveling with
her maternal grandmother on a home-coming trip. Her grandmother
was a devout Buddhist having firm faith in Guanyin Bodhisattva and
reciting Great Compassion Mantra daily. The following is Professor Yu’s
personal account of this experience:

“This happened in the predawn hours by the banks of the Yangtze
River in Wuhan, after the (Sino-Japanese) war had ended. We had been
waiting for three months to secure seats in a boat that would take us
back home. Finally, our chance came and the whole family was camped
by the riverbank, waiting to get on board. Suddenly, my grandmother
insisted that we not board the ship because she had a vision of Guan
yin Bodhisattva standing in the middle of the river and gesturing with
her right hand for my grandmother to stay away. My grandmother
immediately knew that Guanyin Bodhisattva was telling her that the
ship was not safe. My mother, a product of the May Fourth Movement
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of 1919 (the Chinese national renewal movement), a college
graduate, and history teacher, was at first reluctant to listen. But
my grandmother was adamant, and my mother finally gave in.
Soon after leaving port, the ship ran into mines planted by the
retreating Japanese army. It sank.”

As the pandemic is still rampant, it’s reminiscent that Venerable
Master Hua experienced a plague in his hometown in Northeastern
China. Back then he led his disciples to recite Great Compassion
Mantra circumambulating the village in the hope to dispel the
disaster. Sure enough, the plague was gone soon.

In the Great Compassion Mind Dharani Sutra, it says,

“Those who recite the Great Compassion Mantra can dispel all

disasters.” Venerable Master Hua urged his disciples to recite Great
Compassion Mantra 108 times a day and advised the laypeople
who could already recite it to do so “at least three times a day.
Those who cannot recite it should learn quickly. The merit and
virtue of the Great Compassion Mantra not only can make thieves
and robbers go away, it can also dispel the myriads illnesses, and
resolve all demonic troubles. So we should sincerely recite it.”

In the Shurangama Mantra which Venerable Master Hua
promoted often, the 132nd line of the mantra, Pi Sha She, is a

mantra line to counteract plagues. Venerable Master Hua said,

“When this mantra line is recited, these disasters (plagues) can be

wiped out and everything will be auspicious...Hold the mantra
with sincerity; focus your mind and do not entertain false thoughts.
Only then, there can be an efficacious response.”

Edwin Ng from Malaysia noted that he had participated on
a few Dharma occasions organized by CTTB such as the Ten
Thousand Buddhas Repentance, Guanyin Session, Earth Store
Session and more. He felt extremely lucky and grateful to be able

to participate in such an important Buddhist assembly. He said,

“CTTB has created a rare opportunity for me to cultivate merit and

virtue. I have wondrous experiences. I hope CTTB can continue
doing the online prayer events and assemblies so that people from
other parts of the world can participate.” Edwin’s hope is also the
hope of many participants of our online Dharma sessions from far
away.

Whoever interested in attending CTTB Dharma sessions is
welcome to visit the following drba.org, cttbusa.org and the “City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas Live” channel on Youtube to check the

schedule of our Dharma sessions. &
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