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Lessons From Bees and Beeps
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A Talk Given by Roger Kellermen at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on September 2, 2018
Chinese Translated by Janet Lee
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Today, I'll start with a story, from the eighties,
probably mid-eighties. In those days, I worked at
the office and there weren’t as many people here as
there are now. The office people were responsible for
keeping the cottages ready at all times for visitors.

This was around the time when cell phones
had come out and one day I was in the office and I
received a call. The Venerable Master had a cell phone
that was about five pounds, (around $7.) He called
and he said, “Guo Min (that’s my Dharma name),
I'm coming with an important guest. I'll be there in
thirty minutes.” He was on the road to CTTB and

was around Cloverdale. He said, “I need cottage three

32| EMERE —O0_—F+8

SRIRR T E AT A B E
% > P80 F Y — (B FERAE - IR
SOEA ISR ARy - ERFIREITTBOR AE L
fE > AFAGBEENES > BRI TIFZ—
U B RFHAE — PR NRERYER > DU (E
PEHEEA -

AR it FHEA MRSt > A — REEHDS
ZREEER - EANERA -SRI ER
T (GtisEiT) o B ASTEEARE 0 T
RE (FEVER) - B —LEHEIEA
KRB0 812 F] - | b ANIEAE [l Ry
£ RIHAE Fe R R AR/ N RFFT AT - EA
FEEEREERBAMYIS © THE=5REEMH - L B



3

to be ready” I should explain that
cottage three was always reserved for
the Venerable Master’s special guests
and it wasn’t used very much. And I
never actually had prepared it. I found

somebody and together we went down

to cottage three and tried to get it ready.
We

brooms, mops and cleaning supplies.

rushed down there with
This being CTTB, there were plenty
of cobwebs, a lot of dust, dirty toilet
bowls from rusty water—generally the
place was not very clean. All the time
as I was cleaning the house, I thought
to myself, “Shifu, why didn’t you call earlier so I could’ve
had more time to get it ready.” Of course, cottage three
was my responsibility which I had forgotten about. I was
in the mindset of, “Oh my gosh, this is not going to be
ready in time! Oh, if I only had more time to get it ready,
it would’ve been better.” Thirty minutes isn't much time

and it wasn't ready. During the entire time I kept thinking,

‘Shifu, I wish you had called earlier, giving me more time.”

The important thing when guests arrive is that you are
not still inside cleaning. We just did the best we could
and got outside cottage three as the Master pulled up with
his guest. I was with another monk and stood outside the
house. Just at that moment, two bees came and stung me
on the forehead and face. I tried to hold my head and at
the same time practice awesome deportment but it was
not working.

There’s a little path from the sidewalk up into cottage
three, and the Master came up with the guest. As he passed
me, he said, “Guo Min, those two bees are my Dharma
protectors.” Of course this is what happens when you get
angry at a sage. I don’t have to explain it too much, but it
was really obvious what was going on. It was a lesson. It
wasn’t the sage but the disciple trying to do the work.

The next story I'll tell is from 1993. At that time, I
was a monk in Washington DC, at Avatamsaka Hermitage
(later changed to Avatamsaka Vihara). This was the first
Avatamsaka Hermitage, not the current one. It was in a

gated community. It was a very large and beautiful house
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that had been featured in an architectural magazine. It had
wood paneling and it was extremely adorned.

I should explain a little bit. When you were in one of
these monasteries throughout the week and people would
come to attend ceremonies and hear lectures. We also had
Sunday school for the children. During the week we did
morning and evening recitations and listened to tapes of
the Venerable Master. There were just two of us, another
monk and myself. The monk was Heng Tso.

In general, at CTTB, maybe you would be suddenly
asked to move to another monastery for a while. The monks
in those days managed Avatamsaka Monastery in Calgary,
Avatamsaka Hermitage, Gold Mountain Monastery, and
Long Beach Monastery. So monks would come in and out
from our temples. Perhaps youd come back to CTTB for
a while, but then you'd moved out again. We were never
quite set up in one place.

When you were out in these branch monasteries, the
Master wouldn’t be there all the time. Ac CTTB hed
come maybe once a week, but perhaps only twice a year at
branch monasteries. At Avatamsaka Heritage, the Master
came only once while I was there for a year.

When you were in these outlying places, maybe we'd get
a little “soft” or a little slacked, because things were not up
to standard, so when the Master came it was like “Spring
cleaning” and things would get fixed up again. We called
it “Spring cleaning” because there was always something

to be fixed up, either it was yourself or the place—it was

never all quite right.
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The incident I want to relate happened around the time just
after our “Spring cleaning.” I was having a particularly hard
time with this monk Heng Tso; we were not getting along well.
There were a lot of problems. Every morning of course we did
Morning Ceremony, and since Avatamsaka Hermitage’s Buddha
Hall was not yet completed then, we used the living room for
the prayer. It was quite big and we had an altar there.

On this particular morning, just like every morning, we
lit an incense stick and got ready for the ceremony. Suddenly
the smoke detector starts beeping. Of course we had done

ceremonies many times without any problems with the smoke

detector. It wasn’t making the usual long “beep” — “beep”...

“beep”... “beep.” It was going beep, beep, beep... beeep — long
beeps and beep with different length pauses in between.

Heng Tso and I were running around trying to find out
what was going on — was it the incense? Surely not because we
had plenty of ceremonies there with no problems. Just at that
moment, the telephone rang. It was 3:45 in the morning, our
time in Washington. Who was on the phone? The Master was
on the phone, “Guo Min, what’s happening?”

I said it before, whenever the Master talked to me on the
phone, he wanted me to speak in Chinese, to practice my
Chinese. It’s very hard to describe things if you don’t know what
“smoke detector” is in Chinese... " YE{EEERPY » WEEEES >
IEIE o (Smoke thing, smoke thing makes sound, beep beep.)
The Master hung up and the smoke detector started going again.
Beep... beep... beep, beep.

The phone goes again. This time Heng Tso picks it up, and
he’s much better at Chinese than mine and he’s a bit smarter.
He explains to the Master about the smoke detector in good
Chinese. Then Heng Tso says to the Master, “I think you're
doing it. Shifu.” The Master says to Heng Tso, “Do you really
think I have that skill?” That was the end of the conversation.
Heng Tso and I really thought about that for a long time, and
then we just started laughing at the absurdity of the situation.

I think I'm telling this story tonight because sometimes
people have heard over the years how the Master was very strict
and very stern. This shows that he had a very different way of
communicating when necessary. Heng Tso and I had a very
tense relationship and here was the Master lightening our mood

with the smoke detector. #
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