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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NOBLE TRUTHS

RN 3.3 Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
b R RS English Translated by the International Translation Institute
B BRIEM AR GT Revised by Early Bird Translation Team
Fak 4 Red ) - SiEAENES In some countries, the noble truth of the accumulation
8 ==X Ay O = = A =] of suffering is perhaps called “fettering.” This truth of
i "8 BEIERANEEANLIEZE  accumulation covers the wisdom of living beings; it ties up
> BEHRZR ARV ER4G 40 - » = their inherent potential and thus prevents them from gaining
oA T spiritual powers.
Frak 4t @ siHEAW In some countries, the noble truth of the accumulation

X WEE T EH ) X "TEER of suffering is perhaps called “arising from thoughts.”
e o SREEEE T EE S ME  Afflictions arise from thoughts. As soon as a false thought
B | ARE = e —E 2K - BiH  arises, so do afflictions. When you no longer have false
JEIE T 5 IRERIZAE R T IR thoughts, where could afflictions come from? Therefore, I

ANER e EL et 2 2 often say:
FTAREEH# - T EERFE
JEMSERL T 0 MEEHKCR 4 > SEFERL Everything is easy to let go,
R ey BIEHETE - BB ME Afflictions are difficult to resolve.
EERABEZHIEEAL T 5 IRERE A When ignorance never arises,
KA FEEMILE T o MR E Karmic offenses will be no more.
I - FrLAstASESE ¢ ESRSE
FETE - BRI sRAY - Everything is easy to let go, but afflictions are difhicult to

TR E®ZE]  KEAD resolve. If you can permanently keep ignorance from arising,
Z o HE{E " &R, B " 21 then you will no longer have karmic offenses — it is because
B2, o T2 BEFREZET > you have ignorance that you have karmic offenses. Karmic
GFERTE - BlRE > LEF] =%  offenses and afflictions both arise from false thoughts.
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Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of accumulation of

suffering is called “regression,”

meaning falling behind and not
going ahead. Falling behind means someone falling into the three
evil destinies. The three evil destinies are called destinies that are
behind, whereas the four sagely destinies are called destinies that
are ahead.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of accumulation of
suffering is called “conjoining.” It is a conglomeration of good
and bad, pure and defiled all mixed together. When good and bad
are all rolled into one, there are bound to be aflictions. When there
are afflictions there are karmic obstacles.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of accumulation of
suffering is called “differentiation.” Perhaps in some countries the
noble truth of accumulation of suffering is called “gateway” — the
gateway to the multitudes of suffering, the gateway to afflictions.
Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of accumulation of
suffering is called “floating and tossing about.” Accumulation
means [that factors of suffering] come together and accumulate.
“Floating and tossing about” is the name of this accumulation of
suffering. Someone’s afflictions come together and build up; but,
they do not have a fixed nature.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of accumulation of
suffering is called “hiding and concealing.” “Hiding” means to
hide something away, and “concealing” means to cover up — to
cover something up one’s faults and mistakes so that others won't

be able to know about them.

Satra:

Disciples of the Buddha! In the world called Invigorating
Sounds, the noble truth of the cessation of suffering is perhaps
called “nowhere to cling to,” perhaps called “beyond grasping,”
perhaps called “heading back,” perhaps called “apart from
argument,” perhaps called “small,” perhaps called “big,”
perhaps called “good purity,” perhaps called “endless,” perhaps

called “vast and expansive,” perhaps called “invaluable.”

Commentary:

Manjusri Bodhisattva calls out again, “All of you disciples of
the Buddha! In the world called Invigorating Sounds, the noble
truth of the cessation of suffering as spoken in the Saha World
takes on many different names.” What are these names? In some

countries, this noble truth of the cessation of suffering is perhaps
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called “nowhere to cling to.” Within this truth, afflictions have
no place of reliance. When afflictions are eliminated, that is called
afflictions having nowhere to cling to.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the cessation
of suffering is called “beyond grasping.” Because afflictions have
been cut off, nirvana is something that one can neither grasp nor
renounce, neither attain nor not attain. Perhaps in some countries
the noble truth of the cessation of suffering is called “heading
back” — returning to the root and going back to the source.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the cessation
of suffering is called “apart from argument.” When one reaches
the level of the cessation, there is no more striving. Since there is
nothing produced or extinguished, what is there to argue abour?
Since there is no argument, there is no contention or fighting.
Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of the cessation of
suffering is called “small.” The state of the cessation of suffering
(nirvana) is as small as a mote of dust. It is so small that there isn’t
even a single speck of dust within it — there isn’t even a notion of
“inside.”

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the cessation of
suffering is called “great.” Because one has returned to the rootand
gone back to the source, one reveals the fundamental substance,
which is so great that nothing is apart from it. (Previously) we said
that it (the source) was so small that nothing was smaller, but here
it is so great that nothing is greater. This is the state of the noble
truth of the cessation of suffering.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the cessation of
suffering is called “good purity,” which just means true purity.
Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of the cessation of
suffering is called “endless.” Although it has ceased to be, it is
limitless and boundless. [The nirvana state described by] this noble
truth of the cessation of suffering is infinite. It is forever there and
always true. Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the
cessation of suffering is called “vast and expansive.” (The state of
nirvana described by) the noble truth of the cessation of suffering
is very broad, vast and all-inclusive, as well as most subtle and
profound!

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of the cessation
of suffering is called “invaluable.” There is nothing comparable,

nothing more valuable; its value transcends the realm of numbers.

s0To be continued
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