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A Dharma Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Xiang at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas on July 31, 2018

Chinese Translated by Shramanerika Jin Ben

The word enlightenment is derived from the word light. How do
we enlighten ourselves? We have electricity to brighten a room; but

without electricity we are in darkness.

We are ordinary beings, who still cannot do without the conditions.

We are conditioned by countless things—external and internal. Guanyin
Bodhisattva, on the other hand, has gone beyond conditions, thus
unconditioned. On the causal ground, Guanyin used his mental
electricity to illuminate his own mind and saw empty-yet-not-empty
nature of the five skandhas.

Originally, the Universal Door Chapter of Guan-shi-yin Bodpisattva
was known simply as Guanyin Sutra and was independently circulating
ever since the third century. It already existed when Venerable
Dharmaraksha translated the Lotus Sutra in the year 286. The one we
recite now is Venerable Kumarajiva’s version, which was completed in
the year 406.

There was another short sutra with a similar name; it is known by
several names, two of which are Guanyin Sutra in Ten Sentences' or King
Gao’s Guan-Shi-Yin Sutra 5 FEIH 4%, This is how this small sutra
originated.

There was a man named Wang Hstian-mo (F 235 Wingxudnmé
388-468) who was a general sentenced to die. While in prison, he
dreamed of someone teaching him to chant this Guanyin Sutra in Ten
Sentences one thousand times to avoid death’. After he woke up, he

chanted it one thousand times. After he completed it, the order to
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'A Guan-Yin Sutra in Ten Phrases /=]#{ £ 4%. Chiin-fang Yii, Kuan-yin (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001),

114, 258, 614.

*In the dream, Wang Hsitian-mo was told to chant Guanyin Sutra a thousand times to be freed from this misfortune. Later
around 1269, Chih-p’an (G522 Zhi pdn) identified this as Guanyin Sutra in Ten Sentences in the Record of the Lineage of the
Buddhas and Patriarchs Fo-tsu t'ung-chi ({#tH474C Fézu tongji). Also Kuan-yin, 111, 113-114.
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pardon him suddenly arrived. It was believed that it was King Kao
(5iF), the powerful prime minister of the Eastern Wei (%
Dong Wei), who propagated this sutra. This story is found in the
History of Sung (KZroll 76, written in 487).

The Bodhisattva’s powers are like magic only because our worldly
logic system and views are limited. There is a vow mentioned in
the Universal Door Chapter of Guanyin Bodhisattva. It says, “If
someone facing deadly harm recites Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name,
the weapons of the assailants will break apart and he will get away.”

Here are a few stories® illustrating this. There was a soldier
named Sun Ching-te (f44{{EStanjingdé) in the sixth century.
As recorded by Vinaya Master Tao-hsuan (38 'EH596-667) in the
Continued Records of the Biographies of Eminent Monks %8 =i {815,
Sun worshipped an icon of Guanyin which he kept in his prison
room. He was falsely accused of a crime and was sentenced to die.
The night before the execution, he felt remorseful and repented
of his karmic debts. He then fell asleep and dreamed of a monk
who taught him to chant the Guanyin Sutra in Ten Sentences one
thousand times to avoid death. He did as he was instructed. As
he was led through the streets, he managed to finish chanting the
Sutra before his beheading. When the executioner tried to behead
him, the knife broke into three sections. Although the executioner
changed the knife three times, the same thing happened. Sun
Ching-te was not hurt at all. When they reported this to Prime
Minister Gao Huan, and asked him to pardon Sun. When Sun
Ching-te returned to his prison room (barrack), he saw three cuts
made by a knife on the neck of his Guanyin image. It seemed that
the Guanyin image received the knife cuts on behalf of Sun Ching-
te.

Another related tale happened in the fourth century—more
than one hundred and fifty years earlier than the previous story.
It tells the story of someone from P’eng-ch’eng ( EZ3Péngchéng,
#RJN Xazhou in present day Tk Jiangst province) who was
wrongly accused of being a robber and was sentenced to die. He
worshipped Guanyin and always wore a golden image of the
Bodhisattva inside his knotted hair behind his neck. When he was
led out to be killed, he concentrated his thoughts even more firmly
on Guanyin. When the executioner’s knife struck his neck, there
was a metallic sound and the knife broke. Although three times
another knife was substituted, no harm could be done to him.

Everyone was astonished and he was questioned by the official in
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3 Kuan-yin, 176-177. Yi, Chiin-fang, “Miracle Tales and the Domestication of Kuan-yin,” http://www.chibs.edu.tw/ch_
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charge. He answered that he had no special magic except
that he worshipped Guanyin and wore the image in his
hair bun. When they loosened his hair and examined the
image, there were three cuts on its neck.

We often hear in the Sutras about Buddhas having
a vajra indestructible body. In fact, in the Eithty-eight
Buddhas Repentance, we recite “Namo Vajra-Indestructible
Buddha.” Why is it that the Buddha has this kind of body,
and our bodies can be subject to harm and injury by knives,
fire, and poison.The Venerable Master explained during
last Thursday night lecture that the Buddha attained a solid,
indestructible body because he refrained from hurting or
killing other sentient beings. Guanyin Bodhisattva is the
same way in that he/she cultivated non-harming, instead
he practiced saving beings from harm. In that way, the
Bodhisattva continued to accumulate blessings of causing
living beings to prolong their lives. Along those lines, when
we promote vegetarianism, perform liberating lives or
protecting animals in accord with Dharma and in accord
with local laws, we also accumulate blessings, planting
seeds for prolonging lives. Now I'm going to share a few
stories happened to my family.

My mother has been a devotee of Guanyin Bodhisattva.
When she was in Myanmar, she had obtained a statue
of the Bodhisattva from overseas through her younger
brother who was a sailor. She regularly and faithfully made
offerings to the Bodhisattva. Without being taught by her
parents, on her own, she would choose to be vegetarian
on special lunar days. She would be content with eating
simple foods; even her house maid was amazed that she
could eat such simple foods. She often told us this story
of the time when she was pregnant with her children. She
would be at the hospital and whenever the doctor asked
her if she had cramp yet, she would innocently asked him
where it was supposed to be. She delivered her children
without any pain or difficulty.

Guanyin Bodhisattva’s affinity with people is vast and
great. Before the Guanyin Session, our big dining hall had
very few people because of many residents being away. On
the first day during lunch, I saw that the dining hall was
full of people. This is also the same with the Venerable
Master. He had special affinities with people from all walks

of life and from ancient past. Now I would like to share a
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few stories of the Venerable Master.

My sisters have more affinity with the Venerable Master than I do.
So I will share a story of one of my younger sisters. Back in 1988, out of
curiosity she went to the Pacific Asia Museum in Pasadena, California.
This museum featured oriental art, and they had a shop upstairs. She
went up and right at the entry way was a reclining Buddha statue. There
were other artifacts in the store, but this one caught her attention right
away because being from Myanmar she recognized the style of the statue
as being one from Myanmar. The price was very high, probably because
it was antique, though she did not have the knowledge to determine
how old it was.

Since she felt that it was not a respectful place for a Buddha statue
to be in the middle of all the antiques, she decided to buy it. She tried
to negotiate the price, but without success. She finally bought it despite
the fact that there was damage on the statue. She carried it in her car
and took it to Gold Wheel Monastery and offered it to the temple.

Not long after that, she had a dream in which a Dharma Master was
trying to prevent all the bad spirits at the museum shop from bothering
me or giving me any trouble. One day when she had a chance to sit
with the Master, he briefly asked out of the blue, “Wasn’t the statue
expensive when you bought it?” She nodded her head. That was the
only time he mentioned about it. She was surprised that he knew, even
though she never told anyone how much it cost. Later, two of her
Dharma friends shared the cost of the statue.

In early April of 2007, our mother suggested doing some remodeling
on this reclining Buddha statue, which was still at Gold Wheel
Monastery, since it looked like it had not been re-touched since it was
brought there almost twenty years before. After getting permission
from the Dharma Master there, she started to work on it with some
gold leaves obtained from Myanmar a few months earlier.

Then, the Dharma Master at the temple told her that she should
finish it before the Buddha’s birthday celebration on May 20. But
Cherishing Youth Day was going to be celebrated on May 6, so she
needed to finish it before this event of May 6, because the statue was
in the open area in the Buddha Hall where people would be coming in.
So one thing led to another and she had to hurry up to finish the job
in three or four weeks.

When she started doing the work, most people at Gold Wheel
Monastery were astonished, inquiring her about how she started, how
she was going to do, and so on. In the beginning, she said she had no
idea where to start. She does have some artistic sense and ability. She
just felt she needed to renovate it and she could not find any person

with this kind of experience either.
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As the May 6 deadline approached, she was almost frantic.
There was a particular difficult part that she needed to patch. Our
mother also helped her out. She was worried that she wouldnt
finish that job on time. As the date got closer to the week of May 6,
Cherishing Youth Day, she had a deam before completing the job.
In the dream, she sensed that she was given some sort of reassurance
from the Venerable Master. Although she did not actually see his
entire form in the dream, she saw part of his robe and felt his
presence, walking around the area, inspecting everyone’s activities.
Amazingly things started to work out slowly but surely. With a
lot of help from the Dharma Masters at Gold Wheel Monastery,
her mother, and Dharma protectors, she managed to finish it on
time. On a side note, around that time in Hong Kong’s Buddhist
Lecture Hall, the main Buddha image was being renovated.
According to the bhikshuni in charge, the man who was doing the
work on the statue saw the Venerable Master [during the period he
was working.] The state of the Venerable Master is something we
cannot fathom yet.

One time, when I visited my family in Los Angeles, we gathered
in the living room. My younger sister decided to play a video of
the Venerable Master speaking in Malaysia. He was proclaiming
the power of the Grear Compassion Mantra. As the video of the
lecture started playing, my sister lit incense on the nearby altar.
Typically, the incense stick is thin and the incense ash falls down
as it burns. Or sometimes, if you practice at home in front of your
altar, you might see the ash stay upright briefly and then it breaks
and falls. What do you think happened? The incense stick lasted
for about half an hour and Venerable Master’s lecture ended as
the incense burned to the end of the stick. The incense ash stayed
unbroken for the whole time; in fact, as the time went by, the ash
bent slowly toward the video image of the Venerable Master who
was speaking about the Greatr Compassion Mantra. It remained bent
at a 90-degree angle to the leg of the incense, defying the force of
gravity. When the lecture finished and the Venerable Master’s voice
stopped, the ash was not sustained anymore and it dropped down.
You could say that it was a demonstration of the Venerable Master’s
power of faith, vigor, mindfulness, concentration, and wisdom—
the five powers—in speaking the Dharma.

The Venerable Master’s state speaks of his vow powers to benefit
living beings everywhere. Being selfless, he has transcended time and
space. We are lucky to receive the wise teachings of the Venerable
Master. Let us all cherish the Way places he has established and
encourage each other to walk the path of Bodhisattvas. &
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