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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

This is what is meant by not retreating in cultivating wholesome
karma. No matter what kind of demonic obstacle you encounter, no
matter how hard the blow, no matter how inauspicious the matters
you encounter, you should endure all of them, and not retreat in
your Bodhi Resolve.

One should immediately contemplate like this, “It is due
to the unwholesome deeds I have done in my past lives that I
received such retributions. Now, I should repent of having done
all of these unwholesome deeds. I should focus on counteracting
them and doing wholesome deeds. How should one counteract
these unwholesome retributions? One should think, “The more that
these unwholesome retributions knock on my door, then the more I
should do good deeds. The more inauspicious matters I encounter,
the more I should truly cultivate! I will never ever retreat from my
Bodhi Resolve. I believe in the Buddha, and will never retreat.”

All of you should remember this clearly: no matter who brings
forth the Bodhi Resolve, if this person believes in the Buddha, you
should never ever be jealous or obstructive, and thus cause this person
to retreat from their Bodhi Resolve and leave the Bodhimanda. If you
do so, you will also encounter people who are jealous of you who will
cause you to subsequently leave the Bodhimanda, impeding your
ability to cultivate the Way, and fall into the lower realms. This is a
very serious retribution. Don’t take it it casually, treating it as if it is
child’s play, thinking it is not a big deal. Do not be like that. This
is what it means to counteract. The worse the situation, the more
I should do good. The more accidents happen, the more I should
cultivate truly.

Another example of counteraction would be, let’s say you were

lazy and not willing to cultivate, then you should be vigorous, and
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use vigor as a counteraction. You may not have been willing to
give initially because you were feeling greedy, but now you will
use giving as a counteraction. Initially, you were not willing to
follow the rules, but now you will follow the rules and uphold the
precepts to counteract chaos and disorder. Initially, you had a great
big temper and couldn’t be patient, so now you will cultivate the
paramita of patience. Initially, you were very lazy, but now you are
very vigorous. Initially, you were very scattered, and would talk,
talk, talk all day long, as talking were your only talent, but actually,
it isn’t clear what you are talking about. It is not necessarily bad
that you talk, but then you end up obstructing others in their
cultivation and causing them not to cultivate. To counteract this,
you must cultive dhyana concentration. So what if you really like
to talk? Then, you should cultivate concentration at all times so you
do not talk. Initially, you were slow at understanding, so now you
must study wisdom and prajna. To study prajna is to counteract
confusion. In summary, whatever faults you have, you must use
the corresponding method to counteract. This is about focusing
on methods of counteraction.

I should not be lax, self-indulgent, nor discontinue practice,
and thus consequently accumulate more suffering. Don’t say, “I
have been studying the Buddhadharma for many years, and there
is no point to it. I quit!” So you quit? If you quit and don’t study,
then you will never get it. Being lazy and self-indulgent means
that one becomes very casual and doesn’t follow the rules. You
let yourself go, thus becoming lazy and casual. Consequently, you
end up accumulating many types of suffering into a single mass
of suffering. This is referred to as the first method of discerning
the wheels.
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I have a very important announcement to make today. What is
it regarding? The work of establishing a monastery here in America
is almost done. Whoever wishes to move into the monastery may
apply, and submit a formal application letter. When one resides in
the monastery, one must obey the rules. One must not damage the
monastery nor take advantage of it. One should protect, cherish,
and care for everything in the monastery more so than protecting
one’s own eyes. Therefore, one of the patriarchs once said, “Cherish
all things in the monastery as one would cherish one’s own eyes.”

This is very important.

s To be continued
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