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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

The Buddha said to Bodhisattva Lotus Virtue, “In the past
there was a Buddha known as King of the Sound of Thunder in
the Clouds, Tathagata Arhat Samyaksambuddha. Arhat means
“One Worthy of Offerings,” while Samyaksambuddha means “One
of Right and Universal Knowledge.” The name of his land was
Manifesting All Worlds, and the name of his eon was Delight
to Behold.

For twelve thousand years, Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice
made offerings of a hundred thousand kinds of music to Buddha
King of the Sound of Thunder in the Clouds, and so he obtained
a wondrous voice. Similarly, if we sing praises and chants in front
of the Buddha, we can also obtain wondrous voices in the future.

He also offered eighty-four thousand bowls made of the
seven treasures to this Buddha. The consequence of these causes
and conditions is that, in this life, he has been born in the land
of Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower Constellation King and is

endowed with these great spiritual powers.

Sutra:

Lotus Virtue, what do you think? Could that Bodhisattva
Wondrous Voice who made offerings of music and jeweled
vessels to Buddha King of the Sound of Thunder in the Clouds
have been anyone else? He was this Bodhisattva Mahasattva
Wondrous Voice.

Lotus Virtue, Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice has in the past
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made offerings and drawn near to an infinite number of
Buddhas. He has long planted roots of virtue and has
encountered billions of kotis of nayutas of Buddhas equal

in number to the sands of the Ganges.

Commentary:

LotusVirtue, what do you think? Could that Bodhisattva
Wondrous Voice who made offerings of music and jeweled
vessels to Buddha King of the Sound of Thunder in the
Clouds have been anyone else? He was this Bodhisattva
Mahasattva Wondrous Voice, who is present right here in the
Dharma assembly.

Lotus Virtue, you should know that Bodhisattva
Wondrous Voice has in the past made offerings and drawn
near to an infinite number of Buddhas. He has long planted
roots of virtue and has encountered billions of kotis of
nayutas of Buddhas equal in number to the sands of the
Ganges. It’s because of his practices in past lives that he now

has such great spiritual powers.

Sutra:

Lotus Virtue, you see the body of Bodhisattva Wondrous
Voice as it appears here. This Bodhisattva appears in many
forms and teaches this siitra to living beings everywhere.

In order to teach this siitra, he may appear as a Brahma;
he may appear as a Sakra; he may appear as the god
Sovereign Ease; he may appear as the god Great Sovereign
Ease; he may appear as a great heavenly general; he may
appear as the heavenly king Vaisravana; he may appear as
a wheel-turning sage king; he may appear as a minor king;
he may appear as an elder; he may appear as a layperson; he
may appear as a state official; he may appear as a brahmana;
he may appear as a bhiksu, a bhiksuni, an upasaka, or an
upasika; he may appear as a female elder or a laywoman;
he may appear as a female state official; he may appear as
a brahmani; he may appear as a young boy or a young girl;
or he may appear as a god, a dragon,a yaksa, a gandharva,
an asura, a garuda, a kimnara, a mahoraga, a human, or a
nonhuman.

He can rescue all beings in the hells, the hungry ghosts,
the animals, and those in places of difficulty. He can even
transform himself into a woman in the king’s inner court in

order to teach this siitra. sa7To be continued
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