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one to attain ultimate bliss, the real happiness; but not
everyone is willing to search for the real happiness. They
all go for the fleeting pleasure which is actually suffering,
believing the fleeting pleasure as something good. They
do not realize that there is happiness within happiness.
To attain such happiness, one must cultivate.

Some people argue, “After you leave the home-life,

” That

is a mistaken conception. To leave the home-life and to

you are not helpful to your parents and siblings.

cultivate is to be truly filial to parents; to do so is to truly
help them because they are waiting for you to cultivate
and accomplish the Way so they can transcend suffering
and attain bliss.

It is said, “When one child in the family attains the
Way, nine generations of his ancestors can ascend to
the heavens.” If you have a son who attains the Way,
nine generations of ancestors will be able to ascend to

the heavens and will not undergo suffering in the hells.
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If one child becomes a Buddha, then all parents throughout
countless kalpas in the past will be able to transcend the suffering
of the Three Realms and attain bliss.

Thus, if you can truly cultivate the Way, then you are being
truly filial to your parents—not just being filial to parents of one
lifetime but also parents from limitless lifetimes since limitless
eons ago. When you can cultivate the Way, you are being the
most complete person in the world. To be able to cultivate the
Way is to be truly filial to your parents and help them. Therefore,
we who cultivate the Way must clearly recognize that what we
do benefits our parents and other living beings—it is a great and
noble endeavor.

Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of suffering is
called “hiding and covering.” It means that after you have
done something wrong, you cover it up and do not want others
to know about it. However, sometimes you may feel great pain
inside your heart. Always haunted by the reflection that you are
doing something wrong, you give rise to a great sense of shame,
feeling you have committed an offense.

Some people blatantly deny the workings of cause and
effect, saying that there is no need for people to develop a
moral conscience. But, if people dont have a sense of shame,
then everyone can go committing patricide, matricide, or even
genocide—because no matter what they do, they feel there is no
need to feel remorse, and thus there is no problem. All illegal and
immoral deeds will then be permissible.

On the other hand, if you feel embarrassed or ashamed for
doing something that lets down fellow human beings, ghosts,
spirits, and gods, causing you to be unable to stand between
Heaven and Earth, then there is still hope for you to cultivate
the Way, and an opportunity for you to rectify your evil—an
opportunity to reform and turn over a new leaf. Therefore, we
should give rise to a great sense of shame!

Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of suffering is
called “swift disintegration.” What is quickly disintegrating?
All the pleasure and joy are quickly disintegrating, and what is
left is only suffering.

Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of suffering is
called “hard to subdue.” It means difficult to change. Since living
beings are obstinate and difficult to teach and transform, they are

destined to undergo suffering.
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Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha! In the world called Invigorating
Sounds, the noble truth of the accumulation of suffering is
perhaps called “ought to be subdued,” perhaps called “heart’s
tendencies,” perhaps called “fettering,” perhaps called “arising
from thoughts,” perhaps called “regression,” perhaps called
“conjoining,” perhaps called “differentiation,” perhaps called
“gateway,” perhaps called “floating and tossing about,” perhaps
called “hiding and concealing.”

Commentary:

After Manjusri Bodhisattva finished discussing the noble truth of
suffering in the world called Invigorating Sounds, he is now going
to discuss the noble truth of the accumulation of suffering. Thus,
Manjusri Bodhisattva calls out once more: Disciples of the Buddha!
The principle called the truth of the accumulation of suffering in the
Saha World has many different names in the various countries.

In some countries in the world called Invigorating Sounds,
the noble truth of the accumulation of suffering is perhaps called
“ought to be subdued.” You should regulate it and put it under
control. Regulate and put what under control? Your suffering. You
should have understood earlier to transcend suffering and attain
happiness.

At the beginning of every evening’s sutra lecture, the person
requesting the Dharma always prays for living beings to transcend
suffering and attain happiness. However, most people are not willing
to separate from suffering and attain happiness—such is human
nature. Humans are strange creatures. The more you teach them to
transcend suffering, the more they draw close to suffering.

Thus, perhaps in some countries, this noble truth of accumulation
of suffering is called “ought to be subdued.” All suffering that arises
from afflictions should be put under control so as to attain happiness!

In some countries, the noble truth of the accumulation of
suffering is perhaps called “heart’s tendencies.” Tendencies means
inclinations. Heart’s tendencies refer to the minds of common
people that always want to go in the direction of afflictions. You
teach them to go towards a pure and happy place, but they will
not cultivate and do not want to attain such a state of purity and
happiness. Rather, they always want to go back to the evil destinies

and to their afflictions.

s To be continued
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