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In Memory of Mr. Khanh Hung Giang
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Mr. Giang Hung Khanh and his family arrived at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in October 1980. They
were the third family from the Southeast Asia refugee
camps sponsored by the Buddhist Council for Rescuing and
Resettling Refugees established by Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua and Dharma Realm Buddhist Association at the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas.

During that period, there were very few Vietnamese
people in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Mr. Giang
Hung Khanh was a layman at the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas who helped many of us. We always called him
“Khanh.”

I recall the times when we needed coins to make phone

calls (there were no cell phones at that time) and we went to
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look for Khanh. Khanh would ran around searching for some coins
for us. When some of us arrived in Ukiah late and waited for being
picked up or came to the Temple early in the morning and the gate
of the temple as still closed, even in moments like that, we looked
for Khanh’s help, he was so considerate and would wake up in the
middle of his sleep to come to help us and he always happily greeted
us with his gentle smile, no matter the hour.

When Khanh’s children were young, some of his friends asked
him to move to San Jose for a better job, but Khanh refused because
he wanted his children to study in the Buddhist schools at the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

Khanh served in the Air Force in Vietnam before fleeing to the
US. He knew how to drive all kinds of vehicles and operated all kinds
of machinery: bulldozers, lawnmowers, excavators, saws, tree cutters,
you name it. Khanh was the epitome of hard work, so much so that
he often came in late for lunch at the dining hall still wearing his
work clothes. There were times where I attended the Ten Thousand
Buddha’s Jewelled Repentance and during those times, I saw Khanh
join in the back of the Buddha Hall with his work clothes on, bowing
for an hour or two, and would immediately head back to work again.

My sisters and I were also refugees who just escaped Communist
Vietnam, just like Khanh’s family. Khanh and I talked about
Buddhism and even though our English was limited, and our
Chinese almost nil, we felt a strong afhinity with Venerable Hsuan
Hua’s Dharma, especially the melody of chanting at the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas, which lingered in our minds even when we went
home.

As years passed, more Vietnamese visitors came to attend
Dharma assemblies and retreats. They were assigned to reside at the
Horse Whinny House and Lion House, which was also near where
Khanh’s residence and many of the Vietnamese visitors were happy
to know that Vietnamese families have been living in the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas for decades. When they had a chance to
meet Khanh, his friendly smile and face full of serenity, truly exuding
his joy in helping others and that left a good impression on the
Vietnamese community.

Khanh passed away on July 11, 2021 because of old age and
degenerating health. He was eighty-three. Being the longest term
Vietnamese resident at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for over
forty years, Khanh had contributed immensely to the maintenance
of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. I will forever remember his
joyous smiling face. May Mr. Giang Hung Khanh be reborn in
Amitabha Buddha’s Land of Ultimate Bliss. &
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