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How Can We Not Afford to Be Careful at the
Very Foundation of Human Relationships?
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Excerpted from a Compilation of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Instructional Talks

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team
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Question : In this era, how should parents educate
their children so that youths can develop a wholesome
character both physically and mentally?

The Venerable Master Hsuan Hua : Where do youths
come from? Problem youths are also born from their
parents. However, parents are not behaving like parents
— a father is not like a father, and a mother is not like a
mother. Although they give birth to children, they do not
treat their children as the most important. Instead, they
treat their greed for pleasure and their indulgence in desires
as their happiness, so they only know how to give birth but
do not know how to educate their children. (Asian) men
and women emulate and follow the ways of the Europeans
and Americans, wantonly indulging in sensual pleasures
and desires, casually getting in romantic relationships, and
casually pursuing the opposite sex, taking those deeds as
fashionable things. Most people believe that if a boy does
not have a girlfriend, he must be an idiot; and if a girl,
in the Western culture (as opposed to the Eastern culture
in which a marriage is prearranged by the parents), does
not have a boyfriend before her marriage, she must have
mental problems and no one will want her. That is why
people crazily indulge in sensual pleasures and desires. Even
though parents give birth to children, they do not take
care of them and only care for themselves. After getting
married for two and a half days — not even three days —

they start to hate each other and then they file for divorce.
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Divorce causes children to go without a father or without a
mother because the judge renders the sentence saying, “[In a week,]
you will be with your father for three days and your mother for
four days.” Whether their children are boys or girls, parents, after
the divorce, start to brainwash them — when they stay with their
father, the father says, “Your mother is unworthy of being your
mother. She is not a good woman, so we divorced and I went
off to find another woman. You see, my current girlfriend is very
kind-hearted while your mother is the worst.” Hence, the children
thought, “Oh! My mother is the worst.” When they go back to
their mother, they will no longer pay attention to her, thinking,
“You are so bad; you have no qualifications to be my mother!” —
all because of the biased words from the father.

The mother sees that her child has changed, so she also starts
to find a way to fight back. She tells her son (or daughter), “Your
father is the worst man in the world. I divorced him because I could
no longer stand his temper...” She gives a long list of “reasons” [to
brainwash the children], causing them to think, “Ah, my father is
the worst, and my mother is also the worst — what should I do?
I may as well learn to be a bad kid.” Thus, they start to take drugs
and do every bad thing that they can think of. They do not care
about the country, the family, or their bodies, because they believe
that they are “evil seeds” so they cannot possibly be decent people.
Therefore, they give up all sense of self-discipline and restraint, and
there is nothing that they will not do.

Such a situation like this today is caused by couples not knowing
how to act like couples. As a result, families are ruined, and so are
countries. If every parent can be like the mother of Mencius or the
mother of Yue Fei, who successfully educated their sons to earn a
good reputation or become a sage, then there will not be so many
problem children in the world. I don’t know if I answered your

question correctly; if you are unsatisfied with the answer, then you

can find someone else who is wiser than 1. &




