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BEBEHBFOE L If a mother-in-law treats her daughter-in-law as she would her own
B iR HEEANE CYEE daughter and a daughter-in-law treats her mother-in-law as she would her
B REE[EREFIZE » 11 & HAEE  own mother, then the family will be harmonious. The society will then be
28 ALRRBFTEN > B8 T peaceful and harmonious, contention will transform into tranquility. As
ERIGEEE ) - HHMEF  the saying goes, “If one is a good daughter-in-law then one’s mother-in-law
IR ET LA A RN A will not be mean or fierce.” If a woman is a good daughter-in-law, she will
N Rt m At —e 0y » Z22 not have a bad mother-in-law. Because the daughter-in-law and mother-

NE L - in-law are of the same mind, they no longer have differences between them.
BH: A verse in praise goes:
B — Ty
LS Rk Once foremost in wisdom,
R AW Expedient means come naturally.
KIERSE  FRE Handling situations accordingly,
He transforms evil into good.
MRS —  HEE V) He applies skill-in-means,
EPE -EEHER - AE Differentiating not east or west.
2 mHE - UWYRIERE & 1L A family harmonious and joyous,
B - AT - SRR Is the foundation of a nation.
R e ©
My fear ) - R 5(E Once foremost in wisdom. Wisdom is the most important quality one

EEEHNZERPEIERE - H  might possess. With wisdom, one can deal with any problem promptly
&R AFRITKIE - #28AK7F  and opportunely, and solve it immediately without hesitation, like how
Ko RERIBFEAN I » NE  bamboo splits when it meets a knife’s edge. M& Wénan used his wisdom
FEPEE R E BT - the way bamboo splits on the edge of a knife. Using expedient means, one
MEERE] BN EFEZE  can deal with anything as one wishes. This is a natural principle.
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Expedient means come naturally. Originally, one is so resourceful
with a range of expedient means, that those means feel ordinary and
natural, but most people relinquish what is near to seek what is far, and
they abandon the fundamentals to pursue what is superficial. They either
overdo it or do not do enough; they do not know how to naturally apply
effort toward the Way.

He transforms evil into good. This is not saying that either the
daughter-in-law or mother-in-law are good or evil; rather it is pointing
out the impossibility of mixing fire and water. M& W¢énan uses expedient
means to change the situation. The Way can naturally transform bad
situations into good and can avert the world’s disasters and calamities.

Handling situations accordingly. The world is not afraid of being
devoid of goodness, but fears the absence of good people. It is not afraid
of foolish people, but of the lack of wise people. With wisdom, even
the most serious problem is not an issue any more. “Handling situations
accordingly.” One handles specific issues or problems when they arise, and
finds opportunities to resolve conflicts and thus brings about harmony,
making everything alright.

He applies skill-in-means. Those who know how to use expedient
means can turn bad situations into good; those who do not ruin good
situations.

Differentiating not east or west. North, east, south, or west—no
matter where one goes, one encounters no obstructions and transcends
all boundaries and limitations. No matter the issue or the problem, it can
easily be resolved. It is not that it can be resolved in the East, but not in
the West. Nor does it mean that you understand it in the South, but not
in the North. This is because your wisdom becomes pervasive, so much
so that there is nothing which remains unknown. Hence the verse says,

“Once foremost in wisdom.”

A family harmonious and joyous. A harmonious family is the most
basic foundation of order for a country or a nation. If families are free
of contention and strife, countries will be free from conflicts. When
countries free from conflicts, then the world will be free from conflicts,
hence the world will be in harmony.

Is the foundation of a nation. Why are there many problems in society,
such as robbery, murder, and arson? Because families lack harmony. If
there is no harmony within the family, then disharmony will reign within
the country as well. If countries are not at peace, the world will be not
peaceful either. The ancients said, “People are the foundation of a country.
A country will be at peace when the foundation is solid.” If people can live
and work in peace and prosperity, the country will naturally be tranquil

and well. s0To be continued



