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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Buddhist Text Translation Society

Sutra:

I may appear as a man. I may appear as a woman. I may
appear as a god or a dragon. I may appear as a spirit or a ghost. I
may appear as a mountain, a forest, a stream, a spring, a river, a
lake, a fountain, or a well in order to benefit all people and lead
them to liberation. I may appear as Sakra.

Commentary:

I may appear as a man to cross over these living beings. I may
appear as a woman. | may appear as a handsome man to save all
women. Or I may appear as a beautiful woman to save all men.
Because Buddhas understand living beings’ desires, especially their
interest in the subject of men and women, Buddhas manifest and
teach living beings according to their potential. I may appear as a
god or a dragon to save gods and dragons. I may appear as a spirit
or a ghost. Sakyamuni Buddha may assume the awe-inspiring,
majestic form of a god or a great ghost king,.

I may appear as a mountain, a forest, a stream, a spring, a
river, a lake, a fountain, or a well in order to benefit all people and
lead them to liberation. Take a look! The Earth Store Sitra says a
mountain, a forest, a stream, or a meadow could be a transformation
of the Tathagata’s Dharma Body. Perhaps we are sitting on Sakyamuni
Buddha’s Dharma Body right now but we do not realize it. For
example, the Buddhas made San Francisco appear a long time ago

to benefit living beings, so that people may live here. Although
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the satra only mentions how the Buddhas make mountains,
forests, streams, and meadows appear, do not presume that the
plains are not the Buddha’s Dharma Body. The plains are, too.
Perhaps we are sitting on top of the Buddha’s Dharma Body
now. Why do we not see the Buddha’s Dharma Body? It is
because we are like ants on the ground or ants on a human
body that do not see the whole body of the person. Since we
are like tiny bugs on the Buddha’s Dharma body, we do not
know the location of his Dharma Body. In reality, we are on his
Dharma Body but do not know it. Sikyamuni Buddha may
make a river, a pond, a spring, or a well appear. In general, why
do Buddhas manifest such things? It is to help people.

“...and lead them to liberation.” The Buddha may make
a mountain appear, so as you take a walk in the mountains and
absorb some of the energy there, your bodhi resolve comes
forth. Or you may breathe some fresh air in the forest without
realizing that this is the air of the Buddha’s Dharma Body.
All air in space is the Buddha’s g7. Breathe in the Buddha’s
gi and you will definitely become awakened. Don’t get stuck
on the idea that no one will become awakened five hundred
years after the Buddha’s Nirvana. Even five thousand years
after the Buddha’s Nirvana, people can become awakened. The
only worry is that you will not truly cultivate. If you truly
cultivate, I can guarantee you will definitely awaken. Or you
can buy some insurance first. When you awaken, I will pay
you a certain amount of money. Even though you bought this
kind of insurance before, once you awaken, you would not
want that money, so I will still end up making a profit.

The Buddha may manifest as a river, so that you feel
comfortable bathing in the river, and then awaken. Sikyamuni
Buddha may appear as a pond or a well. When you drink the
water from the well, your commitment to the Path grows day
after day. These are all inconceivable states. In summary, every
action and every move of the Buddha is to help people and
lead them to liberation.

I may appear as Sakra. Sikyamuni Buddha may assume
the guise of Lord Sakra. For example, while meditating, Lord
Sakra comes to bow to you and say he is Sakra from the
heavens. Why does he bow to you? He wants you to develop
solid commitment to the Path and bring forth courageous
vigor.

£0To be continued
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