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THE Four NoOBLE TRUTHS
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
English Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Early Bird Translation Team
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Commentary:

Manjusri Bodhisattva calls out, Disciples of the
Buddha, in the world of Lock and Key, the four noble
truths are described with four hundred trillion names
such as these. In the world called Lock and Key, the
four noble truths have as many names as described in
the aforementioned texts. If the four noble truths are to
be further expanded and discussed in detail, there are as
many as four hundred trillion names such as these.

Each of these names accords with living beings,
enabling them to become subdued. The four noble
truths are taught with various expedient means in
accordance with what living beings like and feel happy

about, thereby causing them to become completely

subdued.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, that which is called
the noble truth of suffering in this Saha world is,
perhaps called in the world of Invigorating Sounds,
“concealing blemishes,” perhaps called “worldly,”
perhaps called “that which is relied upon,” perhaps
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called “arrogance,” perhaps called “nature defiled by
attachments,” perhaps called “propelling current,” perhaps
called “cannot be delighted in,” perhaps called “hiding and
covering,” perhaps called “swift disintegration,” and perhaps

called “hard to subdue.”

Commentary:

Manjusri Bodhisattva, the Bodhisattva of Great Wisdom,
whom with his great compassion wants to take all living beings
across [to nirvana,] goes on to say, “Disciples of the Buddha,
do you know that which is called the noble truth of suffering
in this Saha world is known by many different names in the
world Invigorating Sounds? The noble truth of suffering has
numerous names. What are they?”

In some countries, it is perhaps called concealing blemishes.
“B& ,N1” in Chinese means to conceal what you dont want anyone
to see. It means almost the same thing as “to hide” or “to cover.”

And what does “Jf£,Ci” mean? “Blemishes.” It refers to a
person’s bad habits and shortcomings, a person’s dark side, which
includes jealousy, arrogance, pride, and other obstructions.
Anything improper which stems from bad habits and faults is
considered a “blemish.”

“fit, C1” originally referred to a small lump of sores found
under a horse’s coat of hair. They are small, not large, referring to
a small problem, a small mistake. This noble truth of suffering is
called “concealing blemishes.” If you conceal blemishes, you will
suffer. If you hide your mistakes and faults from others, and then
fail to confess and sincerely repent, you are doing what is called
“concealing blemishes.” Even if the mistakes and faults are small,
they will cause suffering.

Another name for the truth of suffering is thus “concealing
blemishes.” If you do not conceal your blemishes, you will give
rise to great shame and remorse, and so you will confess, repent,
and make your faults known to others. If you do that, you will
not suffer; if, on the other hand, you conceal your faults, you will.
Many of the beings now in the hells fell into the hells because
they concealed too many blemishes. That is why they are now
suffering in the hells.

Perhaps in some countries it is called “worldly.” “Worldly”
is suffering and suffering “worldly” — hence the name of this
noble truth in those countries.

Perhaps in some countries it is called “what is relied upon.”
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What is “what is relied upon?” AfHlictions rely on suffering and
ignorance. The greater your afflictions, the greater your suffering.
The deeper your ignorance, the deeper your suffering.

Carefully consider what I have said. When you give rise to
afflictions, you get a headache, your eyes burn, and your ears also
cannot hear clearly. All of these sufferings result from afflictions. Thus,
all those who free themselves from afflictions will one day be revered
by others. Do this and you will definitely emerge as someone who is
honored and revered. On the other hand, if you have afflictions, you
will suffer. Suffering is what afflictions rely upon.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of suffering is called
“arrogance.” When you have a puffed up ego, and are carried away
by the belief that you are superior to everyone else, and no one is as
good as you, you become bloated with arrogance and conceit. This
too is also suffering.

Perhaps in some countries, this noble truth of suffering is
called “nature defiled by attachments.” This phrase refers to what
happens when something pure becomes impure. Our inherent
nature is originally pure, but when we develop defiled attachments,
we lose our purity, and become impure — this is what is meant by
“the nature defiled by attachment.” It means one has given rise to
greed, anger, and delusion. These three poisons may all be said to
constitute defiled attachments.

Perhaps in some countries, the noble truth of suffering is
called “propelling current.” This propelling current causes you
to ceaselessly pulled along in the flow (of the raging current of
Samsar.) We might compare this “propelling” to steering a car, this
“propelling current” keeps you going round and round endlessly.
This is suffering.

Perhaps in some countries the noble truth of suffering is called
“cannot be delighted in.” Since it is something that cannot be
delighted in, of course it is something bitter and distressing. What
is meant by “something that cannot be delighted in?” It could refer
to any of our bad tempers or faults, any of our upside down states of
being, any act of breaking the rules. All of these are called things that
cannot be delighted in — and yet we take them for delightful, and
feel good about what we are doing. This is a truly upside down way
of being. Once we are this upside down, we are defiled and mistake

suffering for happiness.

2 To be continued
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