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DRBA’s Leaving Home Ceremony
at Sudhana Center in Ukiah, CA
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By Quinn Anderson

Chinese Translated by Janet Lee

On July 24, 2021, DRBA ordained three new novice monastics
(Shramanerikas) at Sudhana Center in Ukiah, CA. Held under Covid-safe
protocols, the ordination is the first monastic precept transmission ceremony
since the Covid-19 lockdowns began in March 2020, and the first one in
DRBA history to be conducted entirely in English. Dharma Master Heng
Lai drove all the way from Snow Mountain Monastery in Index, Washington,
near Seattle, to be the Precept Master and Dharma Master Jin Yong was the
Teaching Acharya, transmitting the ten novice precepts to the preceptees.

Three bhikshunis were in attendance, Dharma Masters Heng Liang, Heng
Yin, and Heng Jiao, who spent years overseeing the training and studies of
these three candidates so they would be ready to join the Sangha as novices
on this day. They shaved the heads of the preceptees during the ceremony and
helped them put on their robes. The preceptees started out as volunteers at
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) and then enrolled in the Sangha &
Laity Training Program (a four-year program) before being approved to leave
the home-life. Below are summaries of the Shramanerikas’ talks on becoming
monastics and leaving the home life given on July 25, 2021:

Shramanerika Jin Huan: Born and raised in a Buddhist family in Vietnam,
Shramanerika Jin Huan started to recite the Lotus Sutra at a young age as

instructed by her mother. Her family moved to Atlanta, Georgia, where she
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lived for twenty years before she came to CTTB in 2017. She used to wish
only for a successful career and good marriage, but in 2011, she attended
an Amitabha Session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. Since then,
her thoughts began to change. “The more I came to [CTTB], the more
my thought of leaving home became stronger and stronger.” She watched
her mother die at an early age from illness, and then cared for her father as
he too recently passed away from a terminal illness. Watching both of her
parents as they were ill and being with them when they passed away, she
realized that life is fragile.

“Today we live, but tomorrow, we dont know, and we have a lot of

suffering,” she said. “That’s one of my reasons for leaving home because

only when you learn Buddhadharma can you become free from suffering.”

Another reason, she gave was to repay her parents’ kindness, “I see that all
of their lives, they worked very hard and sacrificed their lives for myself
and my siblings.” Seeing her parents passing away and the suffering they
endured, she realized the only way to repay them was to leave home. “I can
liberate myself from suffering and help all living beings as well... I like to

serve people.”

Shramanerika Jin Tao: Born and raised in Malaysia, Shramanerika Jin Tao
lived in Canada for ten years before coming to CT'TB, where she attended
Avatamsaka Monastery in Calgary. When told that making offerings of
flowers to the Buddhas would result in a beautiful body in her next life,
she answered that she only wished to be reborn in Amitabha’s Pureland.
Ever since coming to CTTB, Shramanerika Jin Tao says that she has always
felt the great care and support of the monastic Sangha and the volunteer
community, “They say it takes a community to raise a child. I felt it’s the
same to be able to leave home.”

The reason she left the home life is to end birth and death: “Ending birth
and death, I wont have any more suffering. I have a lot of bad habits as
well as karmic obstacles, so being able to leave home and live in this Sangha
community and have this environment that can nurture and help with this

cultivation will really help in the Way.”

Shramanerika Jin Chyan: When Shramanerika Jin Chyan, born and raised
in Vietnam, then spent her early adult years in Virginia, and then moved
to Texas, before coming to CTTB, first began studying the Buddhadharma,
she recited the Dharma Flower Sutra, which says the Buddha had already
awakened and that we can too. “It lit something in me,” she said. The
more she learned about meditation and read the sutras, “the more I felt the
compassion of the Buddhas so much. That helped me realize how much I
owe my parents.”

The best way to give back the kindness of the Buddhas, the Patriarchs,
and her parents, she said, is to leave home. “[It] gives me the conditions to
help a lot more living beings than just being a lay [person]... Being able to

leave the home life at CTTB is really my great blessing.” &
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