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Demons Could Not Disturb Him
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary on National Master Qing Liang’s Prologue to the Avatamsaka Sutra

English Translated by Cindy Wang
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The expression, “Mount Sumeru
could collapse. Demons could not disturb
him,” was derived from the legend of the
Chan Master Huiwei in 7he Biographies of
Eminent Monks.

It states that while Master Huiwei
dwelled in seclusion practicing meditation,
an evil spirit without a head appeared and
tried to scare him. But the Master calmly
comforted the ghost, “I am glad that you
are not bothered by headaches.” Then,
another ghost showed up who did not
have a belly, and the Master said, “I am
glad that you do not need to worry about
your five internal organs.” The Master
dispatched each and every evil spirit as
they came and went. None of them were

able to perturb him.

Another demon then appeared as in the
guise of a goddess and said to him, “Indra
sent me to serve you and clean your place.”
The Master answered, “My mind is as solid
as the ground which hardly moves. It is
useless to tempt me with a stinking skin bag.

The demon then flew up and away. She
praised the Master, “Oceans could dry up.
Mount Sumeru could collapse, but the

Master’s resolve is truly steady and strong.”
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