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Countless Eons in a Single Thought
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An Excerpt from Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Commentary

on National Master Qing Liangs Prologue to the Avatamsaka Sutra

English Translated by Xiaojuan Shu and Justin Lee
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Time is very powerful, and people are powerless against it.
Why is that? People do not have the power to make time stay
still. No matter how hard you try to grasp at time, it slips away
as it pleases. Time is powerful, yet people, bound to age, are
powerless. Not only do we get old, but we also perish as time
passes and eventually will die. Therefore, people come into being
and cease to be, but time itself does not come into being, nor
will it be extinguished. Whatever has birth and extintion has no
power, and whatever is beyond this cycle has power. However
you explain this Dharma, you can make it sound reasonable.

Because we can’t hold on to time, we shouldn’t bother trying.
Rather, we must illuminate our minds and see our true nature.
We must return to the source and restore our original state. We
must not run chase after time, but rather make time run chase
after us. In this way, we become empowered, while time loses its
power and it chases us. How could time possibly chase us?

If you illuminate your mind and see your true nature, return
to the source and restore your original state, you can “bring
countless eons into a single thought;” that is, when you bring
countless eons together, you can reduce them into a single thought.
Although time may have power, you can pull that power back to
you. You can also “extend one thought over countless eons;” that
is, when you extend that one thought, you can stretch it over
countless eons. At this moment, that which is powerful and that
which is powerless will both be under your control.

A machine needs a person to control it for it to work. However,
a machine cannot control a person because it is insentient,
whereas a person is a sentient being. Similarly, time is insentient.

So, if you are skillful, you will be able to control time; if you are



