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Fr DAAE 26 DLAT » FphE B More than ten years ago, I composed a verse, which reads:
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Truly recognize your own faults;

AW Bos TobAIE: Don't discuss the faults of others.
W IEBPRIE > Fl B2 % K& o Others’ faults are just my own;

Being one with all is called Greatr Compassion.
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O MR EHAEED T By truly recognizing your own faults, you genuinely

e O RS E © S o ecognize yourself. Only then can you be considered to have
B (RS R 2 gained self-understanding. Ask these questions:
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REC B EEEER? RE T Why am I so confused? Why am I so upside down:?

By (R [ ] 2 Why am I so selfish? Why am I always pursuing personal
>
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AR 9 As I am a cultivator, why am I still seeking something?

o O (RS A - 5 R As I am a cultivator, why am I still so greedy?
SRS EEZ o I want to cultivate the Way, so why am I still contending
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- ith others?
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P The moment you reverse the light to shine within and seek
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within yourself, everything will be readily solved and there
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will be no problems at all. Why is it that you have problems?

It is because you are always contending, being greedy, seeking,
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being selfish, and wanting personal gain. In fact, selfishness smells
worse than dog excrement but you still treasure it, clinging on and
refusing to let go. Would you say you are an intelligent person or a
fool?

Think about it: Since antiquity, all the deities, sages, immortals,
Buddhas, and Bodhisattvas have been willing to sacrifice their own
interests for the sake of others. Not a single one pursues his own self-
interest at others’ expense. One who does this ultimately belongs
to the retinue of the demon king. Sacrificing oneself for the sake
of others is the Bodhisattva spirit and is characteristic of one who
belongs to the retinue of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas. This is the
key difference, which is very easy to see and recognize. Why must
you walk downstream when you can run upstream?

Look, that is the way people are! The more they learn, the worse
they become; the worse they become, the more they should learn.
Let’s talk about those people who have been staying here in the City
of Ten Thousand Buddhas for more than a decade. They have been
here right from the beginning, but what do they know about the
Buddhadharma? Not even a whisker. Why? It is because they are
still contending, being greedy, secking, being selfish, and pursuing
personal advantage! From morning to night, they spend their time
reasoning it out with themselves, hoping to gain self-benefit. They
never say, “I want to contribute something to Buddhism.” Tell me, by
learning the Buddhadharma with this kind of attitude, how long do

you have to learn before you truly understand the Buddhadharma?
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FriE bR > SRR ReFRA - BBEEIE Be aware that all monasteries that humans have
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built will eventually fall into ruins as time passes; all
stupas that humans have erected will be swallowed by
the conflagration [at the end] of the kalpa as well. Only
meditation can bring to perfection the Three Jewels—
Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha—in your inherent nature,
culminating in the merit of no outflows that can last
—imE (wfeRiEtE) B LALERE forever and survive through the storms and end-of-kalpa

fire. Therefore, merit and virtue without form surpasses

that with form hundreds of millions of times .

—Excerpted from the Warnings at the End of the Century,
a compilation of Venerable Master Hua’s Instructional

Talks
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