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Are any of them unfilial to their parents? If you

MENZRE]  BRTAIRAE - &

FIMESC RIS 7 (N Ry A NMESC RS - A BE
1T AREBTT - B RERE - IRA =
NEACES - (ETEEREGIATE ? Fr LA
iR RRARYEE - ILMA - VIR
NEMSCBEARAEES § Bl T ¥ REBUE

BgF o A E R SRR |
ARSI 2 bFT s 2R A

SR It TR, e T8
BOERE > EREERE, - E0FT > —fK%
NERIERZ IS OFT  HSTEARZE A KB &
HgOOPT > REHEAN » EMEEE—(E
AN—Fk > EEE R o PTREME
B o AT e B
17 M2 (4 2 - IREERZ At - IR
FEF R AN - 57 Tk
T o B EE - RE - fEAD
JEZ e WAL - WHRE 2 HY
SRE | e A G ME A
PAS MRS (172 2 A 3E | s
FIEEE > FRIGEEZAY > FETENE
ZARAE 7, BRSO > tARE

o AT IRE = A IR
RETT A 2 fREEH R A - w3

6 | ERMEBRE “O0—FGR

aren't filial to your parents, you won’t be able to cultivate.
If you can’t cultivate, you can’t become a Buddha. If you
aren’t filial to your parents, how can you really listen to the
Buddhadharma? Filial respect is the most basic principle.
It’s important not to be at odds with your parents. There are
people who think, “The worse I treat my parents the better.”
That’s a grave mistake.

Are any of these living beings disrespectful to §ramanas?
Sramanas are Buddhist monastics. They diligently cultivate
precepts, samadhi, and wisdom and put to rest greed, anger,
and delusion. Sramanas are worthy of respect. To look upon
them as ordinary people is a mistake. Sramanas are of the
Sangha jewel. Regardless of whether or not they cultivate,
you should treat them with respect.

You shouldn’t find fault with monastics. You can’t think,
“Oh, he’s a monastic, but he’s just like me. Look how greedy
he is, how hateful and deluded. He doesn’t even know how
to talk, let alone do anything at all. Why should I respect
him? He’s not even as good as me. In fact, it seems right that
he should bow to me. Why should I pay respects to him?”
If youre not respectful toward sramanas, you won't be able
to enter the Path and cultivate. If you dont even respect the
Three Jewels, how can you cultivate? Suppose you get mad

at monastics, thinking, “Bald-headed freaks! They just eat,
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sleep, wear clothes, and do nothing else!” Those who think
like that are mistaken in their views and unwholesome in
their thoughts.

Or are any of these living beings unable to control
the five emotions? People have seven emotions: happiness,
anger, grief, fear, love, loathing, and desire. The Buddhist
term five emotions refers to happiness, anger, love, hatred,
and desire. It’s not easy to control these five emotions. So
Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice asked, “Do living beings
indulge in passions? Are their actions ruled by emotions? Do
they follow their desires? Do they do whatever they want,
thinking that’s freedom?” It would be a mistake to think that

way.

Sutra:

World Honored One, are living beings able to
conquer the resentment of demons? Has Tathagata Many
Treasures, who long ago entered parinirvana, come to
hear the Dharma in the stapa of the seven treasures?
He also inquired after Tathagata Many Treasures: “Is he
peaceful and at ease, free from worry, and able to tolerate

remaining long in this world?”

Commentary:

World Honored One, are living beings able to conquer
the resentment of demons? There are the demons of death,
the demons of sickness, the demons of affliction, the demons
of one’s own mind, and the heavenly demons. Bodhisattva
Wondrous Voice asked whether living beings were able to
subdue these different types of demons.

Has Tathagata Many Treasures, who long ago entered
parinirvana, come to hear the Dharma in the stapa
of the seven treasures? Each of you think this over: Why
did Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice ask this question? He
already saw that Tathagata Many Treasures was present in
the assembly. Why did he still ask this question? He wasn’t
asking for himself. He was making these courteous inquiries
on behalf of his teacher, Buddha Wisdom of Pure Flower
Constellation King, who told him to ask Sékyamuni Buddha,
“Has Tathagata Many Treasures, who entered parinirvana a
long time ago, come to your Dharma assembly to hear the

Dharma Flower Siitra?”
s To be continued
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