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Developing Virtue Boys' School Online Graduation 2021
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Developing Virtue Secondary School’s (DVS) Boys Division
celebrated with a virtual graduation ceremony in honor of the Class of
2021 on June 4, 2021. This was the first online graduation event in the
boys’ school’s history.

This year nine boys’ students graduated: Myren Allen, Richard
Shieh-Yan, Nuoyan Wang, William (BinYang) Wang, Sam (Pui Lam)
Yap, Xin Hung Chan, Don (Yitong) Ma, Owen (Wei Cheng) Ooh, and
Olivier Truong. They finished their last year and a half of high school
on-line, which was very challenging for them.

Dharma Master Heng Shun was invited to speak to the graduates on
behalf of all their teachers. In accordance with the current difficult state
of affairs in the world, he used Mencius’ famous words to encourage
these graduates:

When Heaven is about to confer a great responsibility on any person, it
will first exercise his mind with suffering and his sinews and bones to hard
work, expose his body to hunger, subject him to poverty, place obstacles in
the path of his deeds, so as to stimulate his mind, strengthen his resolve, and
improve wherever he lacks ability.

Dharma Master Shun also mentioned how Venerable Master Hua,
the school’s founder, taught that we have to develop our vast, overflowing
proper energy (Mencius called it “vast, overflowing energy”) to be
better able to help the world. This development occurs through doing
good and righteous deeds. Venerable Master Hua equated this “vast,
overflowing proper energy” with the Buddha-nature or the wisdom of
the Buddha that all living beings possess.

Dr. Cheng Guan Koay, on behalf of teachers and parents, reminded
the graduates that, “Life is a journey and along this journey you must
make many decisions—some life-changing and some mundane. With
regard to the mundane, I'm sure a few of us have the experience of visiting
the same online site numerous times a day. Would you visit a physical
store that many times? Even with a choice as mundane as making just
a click of a button on an internet site, these subtle differences along the
course of your life’s journey can potentially be that of heaven and hell

in the long run.”
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DVBS Alumni Nakula Hertz shared some of his thoughts with the
2021 graduates, “As Developing Virtue alumni, it is our opportunity to
serve with the transcendental principles passed down by our teachers,
and to make some sacrifices for the benefit of all living beings.”

Some of the colleges that the graduating students will be attending
include the University of Wisconsin (Madison), University of Illinois
(Champaign-Urbana), UC San Diego, UC Riverside, and Rochester
Institute of Technology (New York). Their future majors in college
include: robotics and manufacturing engineering technology, bio-
engineering, computer science, computer engineering, chemical
engineering, and social science.

They each gave a talk reflecting on their years at IGDVS. Myren
Allen recounted each of his classmates’ qualities and used a song lyric to
end his talk, “Though we still don’t know where we're headed, the future
that awaits looks interesting.”

In his speech, Xin Hong Chan said, “I've made so many amazing
friends, gone through so many ups and downs and have come out as a
stronger and better person than before.”

Owen (Weichung) Ooh mentioned, “I came to this school as a kid
and hopefully I can say that I am leaving as a man.”

Don (Yitong) Ma mentioned, “Nearly half of our high school life was
spent at home. My class still stayed in close contact. It is with this spirit
that we were able to overcome many difficulties and graduate today. ”

Oliver Troung said, “I'm very grateful for my parents’ support and
for a DVBS teacher allowing me to stay with his family in the middle of
the pandemic and helping me out when I was in need. I'm also grateful
for all of our teachers for guiding me through getting into college.”

Sam Yap said, “We've spent many years practicing the Eight Core
Virtues to become better people. We have accumulated blessings
from participating in ceremonies such as Meal Offering and Evening
Ceremony. All of these things have prepared us to move further on in our
lives and do good things for other people.”

William Wang said, “At first, I thought the required courses of Virtue
Studies, Ethics, and World Religions sounded dull, but I realize that
these lay the foundation for the development of a moral grounding
which is the most important component of one’s education. ”

Richard Shieh-Yan said, “I would not even get near to where I'm
today without all the inspiration and support from my peers and teachers.
A pool of gratitude for you all for giving me an unforgettable chapter in
DVBS.”

Nuoyan Wang concluded by saying, “My time here was very
enjoyable and rewarding too. I hope the future generations of students

also get the same high quality of experience here.” &
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