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DRBA Observes the 26 Anniversary of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana
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“Homage to Venerable Hsuan Noble Hua...”
June 19,2021 (the tenth day of the fifth lunar month) was

the 26 anniversary of the Venerable Master Hua entering

Nirvana. At 7am that day, the great assembly at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) began chanting
the Venerable Master’s name. The four assemblies of disciples at CTTB walked from the Main Buddha Hall
to the location where the Master was cremated in 1995. This place is next to the Wonderful Words Hall,
diagonally opposite No Words Hall.

Some of the Venerable Master’s final words were, “From emptiness I came; to emptiness I return.” Before
entering Nirvana, the Venerable Master expressed that he did not want people to build memorial halls
and pagodas for him. Despite this, we as disciples still want to do our best to make sure people learn of
the Venerable Master’s many virtuous deeds and achievements. In the early days, there were proposals for
establishing a memorial park at the Venerable Master’s platform. Ultimately, the final decision was to surround

the site of his cremation platform with ten short columns, with solar-powered lamps between the columns. At
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The ceremony of the 26th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana in the Buddha Hall at CTTB.
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the entrance, there is a sign with the following explanation, “Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua entered Nirvana in Los Angeles, California on June
7, 1995. He was cremated here on July 28,1995.” There are also three
photos of the cremation ceremony, for everyone to cherish the memory
of the Venerable Master’s teaching and virtuous conduct.

After circumambulating the Venerable Master’s cremation place, the
assemblies walked to No Words Hall. This hall was a classroom where
the Venerable Master taught. Now, it is dedicated to the sharira of
Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Master Xuyun, and Venerable Master
Hua which are displayed here. It symbolizes the spread of Buddhadharma
from India to China and from China to the West. No Words Hall also
exhibits some of the Venerable Master’s personal items such as his books
and notes. Due to the pandemic, attendees did not enter the Hall, but
paid tribute in front of the opened door, thinking about the Venerable

Master’s true practice and attainment, his great vision, and his spirit of

“suffering for all living beings in the Dharma Realm and offering his own

blessings to all beings in the Dharma Realm.” The newly renovated roof
of No Words Hall has kept its original tiles which were power-washed
clean, giving a new look to the building. Disciples have made every effort
to repair the Wayplaces founded by the Venerable Master to facilitate the
cultivation of both the monastics and laity.

The commemoration ceremony on June 19, 2021 was completed after
the bowing ceremony to the Venerable Master. Then in the afternoon,
the recitation of Avatamsaka Sutra was continued. Before his passing,
the Venerable Master Hua explained that during times of droughts and
wildfires, as well as commemoration days of him, disciples should recite
the Avatamsaka Sutra. From June 13 - July 8, 2021, the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas is holding the Avatamsaka Session Session to help
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The ceremony observing the 26th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana

at the Buddhist Lecture Hall in Hong Kong.
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relieve disasters around the world. This is not only to celebrate the
26" anniversary of Venerable Master’s Nirvana, but also to pray for
timely rain, favorable weather, and peaceful daily life in countries all
around the world. In addition to Chinese, there will also be English
recitation from 8 am to 10 am, Sunday to Friday.

CTTB’s online lecture series on Sunday evenings held a special

forum on June 13 to commemorate the Master’s

influence in the West, twenty-six years after the

“ Venerable Master’s passing. Reverend Heng Sure

pointed out that biographical sketches of the Venerable

\ Master, China and Hong Kong volumes (Records of the

Life of the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua; Records of
the Life of Chan Master Hsuan Hua, Part II; White
Mountains and Black Waters Nurture A Rare Talent,
and Crossing Hong Kong on the Ship of Compassion
in the Sea of Awaking) have all been published, but

. events during the periods between Australia and

Hong Kong and later the United States have yet to
be compiled and published. Therefore, we should

B first sort out the chronology of Venerable Master,

and then continue with the oral history project
launched in 2003, where the Master’s disciples in

the United States each describe the influence of their

The ceremony of the 26th Anniversary
of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Enter-
ing Nirvana at Dharma Realm Buddhist
Books Distribution Society in Taipei.

real spiritual teacher on them. In addition, a film of
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Venerable Master’s life is also being produced. We
hope that books and videos can show the Venerable
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Master’s achievement of establishing the Sangha, translating the classics,
and promoting education and interfaith dialogue.

Dharma Master Jin Chuan read aloud a letter he wrote to the
Venerable Master on behalf of the younger generation. In the letter, he
thanked the Venerable Master for the teachings about the mind-ground.
He wanted to leave the home-life when he was still in high school, but his
parents would not allow it at the time. The Venerable Master instructed
him to listen to his parents, so he obeyed his parents’ wishes to go to
college, even earning a master’s degree. Ten years later, he finally obtained
the support of his parents and fulfilled his dream of becoming a monk. In
retrospect, he was very grateful to the Venerable Master for his wisdom
and guidance, allowing him to become a monk when the conditions
ripened.

Bhikshuni Heng Yin recalled the various teachings the Venerable
Master had given her. Once, the Venerable Master was to give a lecture
and she was responsible for on-site translation. In order to translate
properly, she asked the Venerable Master to provide an explanation for
each paragraph of the scripture, so that she could better understand the
meaning of the scripture. The Venerable Master told her, “I vomited a
few times this morning, but I still came down to give a lecture, just to
give you a chance to practice translation.” Dharma Master Yin was very
moved and plucked up the courage to complete the interpretation on the
spot. Dharma Master Yin also remembered that the Venerable Master
often reminded everyone not to lose their temper; he would chant, “If
there is no fire in the liver — no temper, you will never get sick. Alas! This

magic medicine has been placed on a high shelf. Svaha!”

ERMEREE N EA26RFER LG
The ceremony of the 26th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana
at Avatamsaka Vihara in Bethesda, Maryland, USA.
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The ceremony of the 26th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana
at Gold Summit Monastery in Seattle, Washington, USA.
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Over the years, Madalena Tan has widely promoted the Master’s
teaching in China, including printing the Venerable Master’s simple
explanation of the sutras, Dharma talks, and bilingual Sutras in
Chinese and English; plus establishing a WeChat site and an app of
the Venearble Master’s Dharma voice as well as a global platform in
Chinese and English to encourage the public to recite the Shurangama
Mantra and the Grear Compassion Mantra.

Everyone is welcome to join. Alex Wang, a 2020 graduate of the
Dharma Realm Buddhist University, enthusiastically participated in
the compilation project of the Venerable Master’s biography in the
West. He said that although the younger generation did not have the
fortune to meet the Venerable Master in person, through this project,
they can still learn the Venerable Master’s teachings and realize the
goal of liberation. Alex Wang has also designed an application form
for participating in the compilation of the biography of the Venerable
Master in the West. Those who can help with tasks such as transcribing,
translating, editing audio and video, and designing web pages are
welcome to sign up and be part of this project.

Each branch monastery of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
held the 26th Anniversary of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana in the
month of June. Due to the pandemic, DRBA monasteries were not
open to the public, but they did invite followers from around the

world to participate in online sessions. The Gold Coast Dharma Realm
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The Three Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony of the 26th Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Entering Nirvana

at Gold Coast Dharma Realm in Australia.
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in Australia, the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s
only branch monastery in the southern hemisphere, held
a Three Refuges and Five Precepts ceremony on June 19th
in commemoration of the Venerable Master’s Nirvana. A
total of 20 people signed up. The number of Australian
Buddhists continues to grow.

A special gift was presented on the Venerable Master’s
Nirvana Day—Venerable Master’s talks on Buddha’s Name
Recitation have been edited in 17 episodes and aired on the
Apple Podcast  (https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/
EHAL L ABCIEHE5%/id1572294112), providing a new
channel for everyone to listen to the voice of the Venerable
Master. The sound quality is very clear--it is as if listening to
the Venerable Master in person.

Putting the Venerable Master’s instructional talks in
the podcast is not so much a gift from the disciples for the
26th Anniversary of Venerable Master’s Nirvana, but rather
a precious gift that flows out of Venerable Master’s inherent
nature to all sentient beings. The “Online Listening” section
of the Chinese website of the Dharma Realm Buddhist
Association has more instructional talks by the Venerable
Master on wisdom and Dharma: http://mp3.drbachinese.
org/online_audio/index.asp.html. However, these talks
are all in Chinese. If you want to listen to the English
translation, you can visit the following website: http://www.

cttbusa.org/audio.asp.html. &
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