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New English Translation of the

Vimalakirti Sutra Just Published
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By the International Institute for the Translation of Buddhist Texts (IITBT) at Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU)
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Modern illustrations in a
traditional Chinese method.
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A new translation of the Vimalakirti Satra (Ch. 4EEESEFTER
£%). Translated from the Chinese of Master Kumarajiva (Taishé Vol.
XIV. No. 475) by the International Institute for the Translation of
Buddhist Texts (II'TBT) at Dharma Realm Buddhist University. In
the sitra the layman and householder Vimalakirti, who is also a
model Bodhisattva, instructs gods, learned Buddhist Arhats, and
laypeople in all matters concerning the nature of enlightenment,
emptiness (sunyata), and nonduality. Vimalakirti employs a subtle
understanding of “skillful means” (upaya) to lead them to the
highest truth: the counterintuitive claim that nirvana and samsara,
at an ultimate level, are not different. The discourse culminates with
a wordless teaching of silence.

This is a sttra-only text, containing both the English and
Chinese satra text. Throughout the text, reference numbers appear
to assist readers in cross-referencing the English and Chinese
stutra texts with one another. The graphic design and illustrations
presented before the stitra text are another unique feature of this
edition. The characters in one of the illustrations, which Vimalakirti
and Manjusri Bodhisattva converse, are remarkably and skillfully
portrayed. Astounding for its verve and artistic style, this artwork’s
refine elegance delights the eyes of readers as they engage seriously
with the sitra text. #
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