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[ Submission Commemorating the 26th Observance of the Venerable Master Hua Entering Nirvana )

Misfortunes Follow an Un-filial Person

Just Like a Shadow
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Misunderstanding the significance of filiality, I accumulated
heavy karma and suffered many misfortunes before realizing the
clarity of its principles.

As an adolescent, I was already unfilial towards my parents by
demeaning them and ignoring their instructions. Nevertheless, my
parents loved me unconditionally and supported my dream of a
medical professional. They even agreed to pay my entire college
tuition without hesitation.

My parents had a sustained hope I would at least treat them
with respect. However, after leaving for college, my sense of
morality and proprietary continued to disintegrate. To exemplify
the proverb, “those who draw near to vermilion will turn red,
those who associate with ink will turn black GTA4ETR » T4
& 5),” T soon adopted unruly habits and became immersed in
the college night scene. When my parents called, I angrily ignored
them. When they wanted to visit me, I lied, saying I was too busy
with schoolwork.

What were the direct consequences of my unwholesome
actions? My academic performance plummeted. On multiple
occasions, I suffered food poisoning during exam week. I also
faced numerous obstacles in my academic activities. Even though
I invested vigorous effort, the results were often fruitless. Karma
was swift and was never the least lenient.

Conflicted and stressed, I often complained and blamed others
for my misfortune. Fortunately, my perspective changed when a
web search was directed to CTTB’s Shurangama Mantra page. 1
never knew of Venerable Master before, but I immediately agreed
with the principles Master shared. As a result, I slowly began to

understand the law of cause and effect and engaged in cultivation.
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Later, I asked my mom if she knew of the Venerable Master. She
laughed and exclaimed that she directly took refuge under the
Venerable Master a few days before my birth.

After several months of daily cultivation, my misfortunes
lessened. However, my false thoughts and spurts of anger persisted.
For example, many obstacles arose when I attempted to recite and
memorize the Shurangama Mantra. Like “cooking sand in hopes
to make rice,” my progress of cultivation became stagnant—I was
clueless about why.

Fortunately, my mom recommended the Earth Store Dharma
Door. After reading and rereading 7he Sutra of the Past Vows of Earth
Store Bodhisattva and learning of Venerable Master’s filial practice of
three years mourning beside his mother’s grave, I became ashamed
of my despicable behavior. I finally realized my misfortunes mainly
resulted from disregarding my parents and from accumulated evil
habits. I had neglected the root to seek the branch tips. Having
been unappreciative of my parents’ sacrifices in raising me, I saw
my cultivation lacked true purpose. How could I walk the Way
without a solid foundation to stand on?

After a few months of trying to reform myself, I became a bit
smug, thinking I had progressed in my moral character. Mercifully,
Venerable Master admonished me indirectly in one of my family
member’s dreams. In the dream, my mom was able to see the
Venerable Master, but only I had failed to. Incapable of seeing the
Master, I immediately bowed sincerely to my mother’s feet. Upon
learning this incident from my family member, I understood I had
been pretentious and superficial in my thoughts and actions. If I
was unfilial to my parents, how can I deem myself a filial disciple
of the Buddha?

I recently began to apply the principles of the Filial Piety Sutra
and the commentary on the Standards of Being a Student to my
daily affairs. Consequently, my anger and false thoughts reduced
while my parents and I became genuinely happier. Moreover, the
obstacles that entailed my sutra and Shurangama Mantra recitations
gradually decreased.

In the Analects of Confucius, it is stated, “the superior person
devotes himself to the foundation. Once the foundation is
established, the Way comes forth.” Correspondingly, cultivation
first starts at home with our parents and siblings. If I am not
respectful to my parents and elders, how can I expect continuous
progress in my cultivation and career? Even though I still have a
long path to climb before I can meet the expectations of the sages, I

am determined to turn the black dye white and the self selfless. &
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