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EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN HONG KONG

~

%%}Eﬁggﬂﬁh§£%§ﬁJ: «§>

Crossing Hong Kong
on the Ship of Compassion
in the Sea of Awakening (continued)

ENEANFEBEBELE B THG
B o T8 2R RN 3E3E

bE REF 153
A New Edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography
English Translated by Malaysia Translation Team
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Ching

29 BN

BN = e

HRTTT

AN BNEE LA
BEH 2 & > st A4l - &
ik A EAGRETEK - BE
TEEAN EANS Eee 0 T
LR o SRR B B A 5 UK Y

B - B AfRERM ¢ T [EEEE
L oo B/ DIE BRI R
EAEEEH - A EIEMER
ARG -

Bl SCAE i TR AR I - S IR
TR R E BB mREE
FRIRE RIE0 S & 3ot » 72
& > MFTEAETCRAE L - B
FIFE L a i PIAR RET S - =
R —TFFREMK > ERIZE T
m o RN H CIFIETEEN
Koigrh  ERFRIE T - RACEH
HE BART - FRtFEATCERE
FELEEE - AlSCER ¢ T EIESERE 0 [0
BUER © ) ERFEESAY AN RESH
TEEISCHYE B R E - B s —
FETRAWES - FRIENZ > HiEd
FE SR Ih ok o7 8 - BT ARG

29. Unawakened Although Painstakingly Advised

Even in the vast sea of suffering, people seck enjoyment and never
tire of it. Although turning back, one will reach the shore, nobody
wants to leave the turbid world. There were two sisters who frequently
attended the Venerable Master’s sutra lectures. They saw golden light
radiating from the Master’s body, and on the way downhill, they
experienced a state of drifting in the sea. Venerable Master reminded
them, “A turn of the heads is the other shore.” However, it is a pity that
many people, such as the sisters, chose to live in difficulty and were
still unable to realize the path shown by the compassionate Buddha.

When the Venerable Master preached the Dharma at Tung Sin Tan
Platform, two sisters Yuan Guo Xiang and Yuan Guo Chen frequently
went there and listened to the sutralectures. Yuan Guo Xiang personally
saw golden rays radiating from the body of Venerable Master, and they
thereafter had faith in the Venerable Master. Layperson Liu Guo Juan
then encouraged them to take refuge with the Master. After Yuan Guo
Chen paid a formal visit to take refuge with the Venerable Master, on
her way walking downbhill back home, she suddenly felt as if she was
drifting in a vast sea. She was frightened, but when she focused herself
to see clearly again, the sea scene vanished. Later, she mentioned the
encounter to the Master. Venerable Master said, “In the vast sea of
sufferings, a turn of the head is the other shore.” At that time, she was
just too young to understand what he meant. Venerable Master said

that she does not have any blessings in this life, unless she leaves the
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home-life. But she could not bear to leave her sister; thus Venerable Master
gave her the dharma name, Guo Chen.

After sometime, Yuan Guo Chen encountered problems with her
marriage, and later gave birth to a daughter. Once, her daughter was very
sick, and Yuan Guo Chen carried her child on her back to Western Bliss
Garden Monastery. On the way, there was a heavy rain. The mother and
daughter were all wet when they met the Venerable Master. He told her,
“I knew all along that you would be like this in your present situation,
but you did not turn around and awaken to it!” The Venerable Master
immediately recited mantras, put his palm on top of her daughter’s head
and blessed her daughter. Yuan Guo Chen’s daughter gradually became
stronger.

For many years, laywomen Lu Tan Zhen and Yuan Guo Chen were
bosom friends. One day she asked Yuan Guo Chen to pay a visit to Venerable
Master but Yuan Guo Chen did not wish to go because she was financially
quite tight and had no money to make offerings to the Venerable Master.
Lu Tan Zhen lent her some money for offerings and both went to Western
Bliss Garden Monastery together. After reaching Western Bliss Garden,
Yuan Guo Chen made offerings to the Master. Venerable Master said, “In
coming here, there is no need to make any offering, please take it back.”
But Yuan Guo Chen still left it on the table.

Later, Venerable Master told Lu Tan Zhen, “When you return home,
tell Madam Yuan not to make anymore offerings to me, because she does
not have any money and needs to borrow to make offerings.” His knowing
was unbelievable, because only Yuan Guo Chen and Lu Tan Zhen knew of

this matter, yet it could not be concealed from the Venerable Master.

[ Postscripts] Yuan Guo Xiang is Dharma Master Heng Gwei’s mother.
Yuan Guo Chen is Dharma Master Heng Gwei’s aunt and also the mother

of Mei Miaoling.
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