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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR:

BobpuisatTva WonNDROUS VOICE

#%43THR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

English Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Boarding a platform of the seven treasures, he rose up into space
to the height of seven tala trees. The multitude of Bodhisattvas
reverently surrounded him as he came to Vulture Peak in the Saha

world.

Commentary:

Boarding a platform of the seven treasures, he rose up into space
to the height of seven tala trees. Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice sat on
a platform made of the seven treasures and ascended from the ground
into space to a height of seven tala trees, or about fifty-five feet high. The
multitude of Bodhisattvas, his retinue of 84,000 that he had brought
with him, reverently surrounded him as he came to Vulture Peak in

the Saha world.

Sutra:

Upon arriving, he stepped down from the platform of the seven
treasures. Taking a jeweled necklace worth hundreds of thousands
[of ounces of gold], he went before Sﬁ.kyamuni Buddha, bowed with
his head at the Buddha’s feet, offered him the jeweled necklace, and
said to the Buddha, “World Honored One, Buddha Wisdom of Pure
Flower Constellation King inquires after the World Honored One.
Are you free from sickness and worry? Are you comfortable and at

ease in your day-to-day life? Is your practice peaceful and joyful? Are
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the four elements in harmony? Are your mundane affairs
bearable? Are living beings easy to save? They are not too
greedy, hateful, deluded, jealous, stingy, or arrogant, are
they? Are any of them unfilial to their parents, disrespectful
to Sramanas, mistaken in their views, unwholesome in their

thoughts, or unable to control the five emotions?

Commentary:

Upon arriving, he stepped down from the platform
of the seven treasures. Taking a jeweled necklace worth
hundreds of thousands [of ounces of gold], he went
before Sikyamuni Buddha, bowed with his head at the
Buddha’s feet, offered him the jeweled necklace, and said
to the Buddha, “World Honored One, Buddha Wisdom of
Pure Flower Constellation King inquires after the World
Honored One.” Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice said that his
teacher had asked him to inquire after Sikyamuni Buddha’s
health.

Wondrous Voice asked, “World Honored One, are you
free from sickness and worry? Are you comfortable and at
ease in your day-to-day life2 When you rise and go about
your life here, are you at ease? Is your practice peaceful and
joyful?2 Are you joyful whether moving or still, awake or
asleep? Are the four elements in harmony? Earth, water, fire,
and wind—are they in balance?” When people get sick, we
say that their four elements are out of balance. For example,
one may get too much fire, so the fire overcomes the water.
Or one may get too much wind, which blows away the soil
of the earth; or too much earth, which blocks up the water. If
the four elements within your body are balanced, you won’t
get sick.

Are your mundane affairs bearable? Are you able to
endure this world? Are living beings easy to save? They
are not too greedy, hateful, deluded, jealous, stingy, or
arrogant, are they? They don’t have bad tempers, do they?
They’re not jealous, stingy, or conceited, are they? Since all these
living beings have gained understanding, they’ve abandoned
mundane defilements to align with awakening, haven't they?
They’ll become awakened very soon, won't they? The verse for
requesting the Dharma says, “May all living beings quickly
attain awakening.” Bodhisattva Wondrous Voice’s questions
were motivated by the wish to lead beings to awakening,.

£ To be continued
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