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The White House Celebrates Vesak
for the First Time m US History
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Official White House Photo by Cameron Smith.

Vesak is a Buddhist festival commemorating the birth,
enlightenment, and passing into nirvana of Shakyamuni
Buddha. On May 26, 2021 (the fifteenth day of the fourth
lunar month in 2021), the White House celebrated Vesak for
the first time which was welcome news for the roughly four
million buddhists in the United States.

The White House also released an official statement by
President Biden, “Jill and I extend our warmest wishes to
Buddhists in the United States and around the world as they
celebrate Vesak, a day honoring the birth, enlightenment, and
passing of the Buddha. The ceremonial lighting of a lamp, the
symbol of this holiday that has been celebrated for over 2,500
years, reminds us of Buddhism’s teachings of compassion,
humility, and selflessness that endure today. On this day, we
also commemorate the many contributions of Buddhists in
America who enrich our communities and our country as we
all work together toward brighter days ahead.

The Vesak celebration at the White House was attended
by the Second Gentleman, Mr. Douglas Emhoff, husband of
the Vice President Kamala Harris. He lit the candles for the

ceremony.
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Vice President Kamala Harris
tweeted on May 26: “Today
buddhists in the US and across
the World honor Buddha’s birth,
enlightenment and passing with
the celebration of Vesak — a
symbol of compassion, unity and
care for each other. These lessons
couldnt be more important
today. Doug and I wish a Happy
Vesak to all who celebrate!”

Secretary of State Antony

Blinken also tweeted on the
same day: “On #Vesak Day,
we celebrate the invaluable contributions of Buddhist
communities the world over, inspiring us all to compassion,
peace, and respect for human dignity.”

President Obama released a statement in 2016 to honor
Vesak but no ceremony was held at the White House. In
1999, the United Nations General Assembly adopted
resolution 54/115, entitled “International recognition of
the Day of Vesak at United Nations Headquarters and
other United Nations offices.” International events were
held honoring Vesak at UN Headquarters and other UN
offices. The White House’s celebration of Vesak this year
marks a milestone for the development of Buddhism in the
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EXZEHIIE In the United States & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

AR In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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