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Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates

2021 Commencement
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On May 22, 2021, Dharma Realm Buddhist University held

its commencement ceremony for the graduating class of 2021.

The ceremony was full of positive energy and inspiration that
carried even over a virtual platform, as the event was held online
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. Between the amazing
keynote address, sincere and inspiring reflections from graduating
students, and a wonderful slideshow of photography, the event
captured the spirit of gratitude, care, and self-transformation
that is the hallmark of the DRBU experience.

The keynote address was given by Venerable Karma Lekshe
Tsomo, a Buddhist nun and professor at the University of San
Diego who dedicates her life to Buddhist practice and supporting
equal opportunities for female Buddhist monastics. Her inspiring
speech offered advice to our graduates as they enter the world-at-
large—a world that is quite perilous and unpredictable. Yet, she
argued—all the suffering of the world is an amazing opportunity

to verify and go further with the Buddhist teachings on wisdom
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and compassion.

She offered three tips for graduating students: first, cultivate
gratitude for all of the privileges, joys, and opportunities you've
had and still have. Second, do your best to recognize that
everyone is doing their best under the circumstances, and learn
to be content even with imperfection. And third, recognize you
have infinite potential for infinite awakening and can learn so
much more than you think you can learn. Even if you think
you are too old to do more, it is never too late to serve the world.

She concluded her speech by recommending questions to
ask ourselves each day:

How many sentient beings have we helped today?

How much goodness have we brought into the world today?

How many lives have we touched today?

How many people have we made smile today?

She said that with an open heart and a light heart, bring
humor and friendliness to the world. Don’t take yourself too
seriously and lighten up so we can truly tread lightly on this
earth. Set good intentions to awaken yourselves and awaken
the world.

Despite completing the last year of their studies online due
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the students were full of gratitude
and inspiration. Three cohorts graduated this year: four
students in the BA in Liberal Arts, six in the MA in Buddhist
Classics, and five in the Certificate in Buddhist Translation.
Several students discussed how they felt they were graduating
as a different person with more wholesomeness and connection
to their inherent wisdom.

In his speech, graduating master’s student Simon Yang said:

“My teachers and cohort have created a safe place for me to grow
in confidence to carry on my practice. Learning happens not
just in class, but in every interaction in this community.” In her
speech, graduating master’s student Nahelia Aguilar said: “What
I appreciate about DRBU teachers is that they open their hearts

and minds to you, so we get a mirror of ourselves and can grow.”

Graduating bachelor’s student Yanik Davison said: “My high
school is famous for having the most astronauts among their
alumni in the United States. I really feel like something like
that will happen at DRBU—maybe not with outer exploration
but with inner exploration. DRBU will be recognized for that
kind of achievement.”

DRBU Professor Ernest Waugh was awarded the title

of emeritus professor, and together the faculty and students
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recognized and celebrated his dedication and service to DRBU.
Dean of Academics Martin Verhoeven said that he hopes
Professor Waugh finds the classroom irresistible and returns in
his post-retirement, eager for conversation and new ideas.

The commencement ceremony ended with the singing of

“Dedication of Merit,” group photos, and a virtual reception. &
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DRBU Programs - Fall 2021 Course Schedule

BA Courses:

Chinese Classics
Natural Sciences
Buddhist Classics
Indian Classics
Mathematics
Rhetoric and Writing
Capstone

Language Courses:

Classical Chinese Language
Sanskrit Language

MA Courses:

Platform Sutra
Pali/Theravada Texts
Comparative Hermeneutics
Shurangama Sutra

Shastra Texts

Buddhist Hermeneutics

Translation Certificate Courses:

Translating the Dharma: Theories, Ethics, and Skills
Reading Seminar

Hermeneutics of Self

Translation Workshop

44| &BIERE —o0_—FAP8

ER B AR E2021 F RN EHEEFZ

RS :

AR
BRMNEZ

LR &3

B 4 g
B®E

(C15E 3-F-%(d
B R R

E & YA

TEEX
X

-’

73 RH3E &8

B /AR
a2

15 & 48

L

&2 ER

& BEREFA T 3E:

LELERE TN T 2
GE LT
T
CELT






