Luke Wu.
Completed PhD of Mathematices at Rice University, Texas.
Currently graguating from MA program at DRBU.

Luke Wu: My name is Luke Wu. I came from China and I am
graduating from the Master’s program. I'm going to talk about
the most important aspects of my experience at DRBU, which
is, for example, the exposition of wisdom. It’s one of the aspects
that stands out. I think it’s one of this program’s strengths is how
instructors understand and explain wisdom.

Before I came to DRBU, I had been cultivating the Dharma. I
came to CTTB for many sessions and read a lot of sutras as well. But
after a while I discovered that I didn’t really have much connection
with all the sutras’ wisdom. The sutras talk about emptiness and
attachment—such as, the Vizjra Sutra, the Sixth Patriarch Sutra, the
Shurangama Sutra and the Heart Sutra, and—which I just could
not connect to and I just couldn’t really figure out what they are
trying to say. So after a while I practically gave up on investigating
the sutras. I put them aside and decided, okay, I can just focus on
reciting the Buddha’s name, and that’s something that I understand
and really connected to. And I have gained many benefits from this
practice. So I practically just put the other sutras aside. This is how
I was before I came to DRBU.

At DRBU I have to encounter all these wisdom texts again. We
were forced to read them, because they are a very important part
of our courses, which describe all these Dharma of wisdom. Other
parts of our course included western philosophy. It was my first
time getting a taste of “emptiness” from these western philosophy
books.

We read Western philosophers, notably Kant and Husserl. We
studied Immanuel Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason and Edmund
Husserl’s Crisis of European Sciences and Transcendental
Phenomenology. Both philosophers critiqued the western artifacts

of natural science and some big wings in history, such as Rene
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Descartes, Galileo Galilei, Issac Newton, Gottfried Wilelm
Leibniz. They drove human rationality to the extreme and
then developed a whole system of Western’s natural science,
which was very successful.

Kant and Husserl said the whole natural science system
had some problems, so they basically deconstructed the
entire system—they destroyed it and turned upside down. I
was a science student before, so I am very familiar with these
knowledge, which was totally pushed over by them. For the
first time, I really got to see what it’s meant by emptiness—it’s
by reading these people’s works. So, that was a first notable
experience.
also

about Abhidharma and
Yogacara. These readings really helped me further deepen my

Afterwards we read
understanding of emptiness.

So my major take away from those classes is what they are
denying: what they are trying to destroy is not the existence
of things: but what we imagine as things. Things we see in
our imagination don’t really exist. So that was my major take
away. | can really understand it now, and can really see how
this practice works.

Asaside note, I often hear people in the CTTB community
say they had the impression that what DRBU teaches is very
basic, things only for beginners. But my impression, at least
with regards to the wisdom teaching, is not like this at all. It’s
very profound. Maybe what they are referring to is about the
actual practice, the actual skill, or the kung fu, like holding
precepts, cultivating, meditating. But they are not concepts in
English, which makes them so difficult to comprehend. Most
students at DRBU are not from an Asian or Buddhist culture,
so it’s not easy to talk about these concepts to them.

In summary, I think what DRBU is really good at is the
exposition of wisdom and what it needs to work on more
maybe is the actual practice aspect of it, which cannot be
hasten, because a lot of people just don’t know what that is.
So you can't really force it on people. It’s hard, as Westerners
don’t have these kinds of culture, so we can say DRBU is a
pioneer.

I think DRBU’s strength is in what it’s trying to do, to
really work with the western culture by first introducing the
wisdom aspect of Buddhism. And then later slowly introduce
the samadhi concentration and the precepts aspect, which is
harder for people to make sense of. I think maybe that’s why
Master Hua placed such an emphasis on DRBU.
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Quinn Anderson, from Washington State .
A community leader when living in San Francisco Bay Area.
Currently in the BA program.

Quinn Anderson: Good evening everyone. Amitofo! I am halfway
through my Bachelor’s degree at DRBU. I just finished my second
year.

I wanted to share some of the reflections that came up for
me this year. I think being a student at DRBU is a really unique
experience. It’s definitely not like anything that I've done before in
life in that the whole aspect to the program in this environment
is very well developed. it’s very specialized, and you can see how
much care and heart is built into it.

In the Bachelor’s program, we get to study four different
philosophical strands: we cover Chinese philosophy, Indian
philosophy, Western works, (ancient Greek and Hebrew texts,) as
well as Math, Science and Music.

I get to learn all of these cool things that I really, really enjoy
learning. That’s a very big highlight of this program. I think in
terms of what I really learned is: I've learned to question myself
a lot and not take my immediate reactions to things so seriously.
The program really encourages you to really try to understand
everything you read, how you respond to it, and to just truly explore
each text both individually and as a group. The group feedback is
really important to see how people interpret and understand things
differently and to work together to create more understanding
that I definitely wouldn’t have learned nearly as much on my own.
The whole process has a lot of exploratory and kind of profound
examination of who we are as humans, personally and collectively.
It really impacts you deeply.

So, I think, DRBU is — it’s just a very good place to be. It has
a lot of very beautiful spiritual cultivation and energy that happens
here whether it is the staff members who work so hard all the time
to maintain the school and our lives, or the faculty members who
spend so much time arranging our classes so we can have such a
nourishing program. All students in this community who show
up daily to keep learning work hard, as it is not always easy and
can be quite difficult to continually study and change, to learn
about ourselves, and to be honest and open and listen to each other.
There is a lot of care and respect that happens in the classroom

between everybody and I think it’s just really a wonderful place to
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be, as a spiritual cultivator or just as anyone. But if you are
very sincere and want to develop your inherent goodness and
good qualities, it’s a place that really, really, really has a lot of
space for that.

So I think I want to finish by saying that 'm very thankful
for this school, this community. I know that’s where my heart
lives now. And I am also thankful for CTTB. I feel like CTTB
is also part of our world and being able to be here as a DRBU
student and as someone who is just at the City of 10,000

Buddhas is sort of an unimaginable reality.

Nahelia Aguilar Castillo, from Mexico.
Working in the field of marketing.
Currently graduating from MA program at DRBU.

Nahelia : Thank you very much and good evening everyone.
Amitofo! Thank you for having me. People invited us to speak
about our experience at DRBU. At first I was hesitant about
sharing, because I don’t know how to express in words. What
was this journey for me?

I think it is a little bit worth my mentioning what happened
to me before coming here. At that time, I was staying in a very
sad place where everything was very confusing. But I always had
different questions in my mind. My mom has always joked of
how when I was of the age of five or six, I'd ask her questions
such as, what does it mean to be alive?

I grew up in a country with not the best environment, so my
life did give me a lot of trouble.

And then, luckily at the age of twenty-three, twenty-four, I
met Omar, another student at DRBU. He previously came to
volunteer at CTTB, so I met him, he told me about Buddhism,
about Master Hua, and about Amitabha and Guan Shih Yin,
and suddenly everything made sense for me and I just wanted
to come. But for some reason I couldn’t do it until many years
later. Then something curious happen— when the causes and
conditions were ready, I think that everything started to be quick
and smooth. I met a lot of people who help me along the way,
especially, at DRBU. It was so great to find such sincere people
who wanted to help me, to share what the school was teaching,
and to show the world that they are here to really help you. And
they really helped me.
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When I came, I had no expectations. All I knew is that I
wanted to be close to this faith that Omar told me about, from
where all this great information that help me make sense of all the
questions that I had. I just wanted to come. And I never knew
when this was going to be. But coming here and studying at
DRBU is really the greatest blessing that I had in my life. Why?
Probably because I had this peace finally to see the things that I
was unable to previously and what was that? Basically it was to get
myself in a way that would allow me to know myself better and
get rid of all the luggage that I had complied through the years in
the environment that I grew up in.

During the first semester, we studied the Sixth Patriarch Sutra
and I remember that by the time we read Chapter two, I was so
overwhelmed and happy for the words that I read were what I
wanted and everything that I needed to know. This experience
made me realize that this program was amazing and that the
text was the best thing I could read. Moreover, there were other
subjects and different readings that I was just as amazed by what.

That experience with the text made me feel very happy, amazed
and sometimes overwhelmed about the things I read. I would
go to our classroom and have discussions with my classmates
and they would bring up ways to see the text in a way that I've
never have thought of. It was very a empirical learning process.
I would try to look at the text with my experience and see how
I can use it for me so I could get closer to my essential nature,
but then I would go to the class and my classmates will share
their thoughts in a more academic point of view, especially if they
have a broader knowledge in Buddhism which I didn’t have at all.
Their connection with the text opened my view even wider. It was
amazing.

Classes at DRBU happened in a way that I've never experience
before. I was just to a learning setting in which a teacher sits in
front of the class lecturing, and students would basically absorb
the information and their exams would be graded on how
accurate they could answer the questions in accordance to what
their teachers taught.

But the way DRBU classes function is completely different—
they run as a shared inquiry, in which the teachers participate as
well. They not only guide the discussions, but they will also play
the role of “being humans” trying to connect to and engage with
the texts and figure out what they say. So it’s more of a team work

of trying to see what is going on.
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Norbel Casas, from South California .
Practicing Qi Going for many years.
Currently in the BA program.

Norbel: I just recently completed my third year here in the BA
Liberal Arts program. When I thought about what to share
tonight about DRBU, I see this as not only setting the stage
for me to self-reflect and prepare for the best version of myself
to emerge in the final upcoming year, but also to share with
others what the DRBU world is like. I believe DRBU is like a
hidden blessing amidst this grand oyster of this world.

First I would like to ask a question: What does it mean
to be a student? Or more specifically, what does it mean to
be a student in DRBU? To be honest, prior to coming to
DRBU, I think many students just learn passively, absorbing
information from their teachers and texts, and trying to get
good grades on exams, and earning a degree. I did not want
to become a part of a pipeline system since it was empty of a
core substance. Deep down, I longed for a meaningful and
impactful education, yet back then, I didn’t even know that
this is what I wanted.

Don’t get me wrong; there is a system of value in any
education; however, I want to focus on what makes DRBU
unique and different from any other educational system I've
ever encountered.

First, the DRBU retreats help us enter conversations of
our texts into new levels beyond abstractions, such as knowing
from your heart what does loving kindness and compassion
feels like, rather than simply having an intellectual handle on
them.

Second, the level of sincerity I felt here is astounding.
For instance, checking in at the beginning of class, I felt how
people amazingly help foster an active learning process, where
there is a deep probing and profound dialogue with the classics
together.

Thirdly, this is only the beginning place to start in one’s
lifelong learning journey to build our spiritual, potential
innate humaneness and ultimately become an independent
figure. And you meet many like-minded people and friends on
this path, so your learning doesn’t stop once you get a degree

or step outside the classroom.
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Lastly, from encountering both in-person classes,

which is irreplaceable, and on-line learning during
this world pandemic, I feel deep down that there
this

education to make it more meaningful, knowledge

is great potential for me to be tapped into

that would also contribute to make our world a
better place.

I would like to end with a quote as a means of
self-reflection from a famous history book from
China, the Records of a Grand Historian by Sima
Qian, that hopefully summarize the real crux of
the matter. “As the Grand Historian was reading
Mencius he unconsciously put the book down and
sighed when he came to the place where the King
Wei of Yang asks Mencius, ‘How would you profit
my country?” The Historian said, ‘Ah, profit is truly
the beginning of disorder. This is why Confucius
seldom spoke of profit always shoring up the source.
The source is the beginning where it is found among
the upper class or the lower class. The degeneracy of
the lost of profit is basically the same. When those
in the public office profit unfairly then the law is
distorted.”” &
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“Abhi” means “paired,” and “dharma,” which is variously translated, is of two types: one, Dharma in the

supreme sense, that is, nirvana, which is both wholesome and permanent, and so is called “supreme”; two, dharma

of dharma marks, which coincides with the Four Nobel Truths.

The paired Dharma Store has the special name “wisdom $astra.” The old translation [into Chinese] means

“incomparable dharma.” That is because it portrays wisdom as supreme.
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