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A Chan Monastery in the Bush
— Gold Coast Dharma Realm in Australia
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A Talk Given by Bhikshuni Jin Fu in the Online Sunday Evening Lecture Series on May 23, 2021

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

BREFAERAPTA 73 B SEE Among all of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s
BH—KRKE@ > ptEedE—(EEmiEtk  (DRBA) branch monasteries, Gold Coast Dharma Realm
M T o SESNEI RIS ES ELES4H ~ 88 > (GCDR) stands out as a monastery with many varieties of trees.
FEFORY & —FEER R MAE o A The trees in Australia are relatively thin and slim, which is one
SHNE R 2 Sy & E2E - Frll  of the special features of the Australian bush. We all know that

1E 4 B2 B M 46 g R 0 1] DIE 5 — Australia has many rare, endemic animals, birds, and plants, so

BEANE » —ELIREE AV G, - at Gold Coast, almost every day, we see kangaroos and some
REARRF AR (REBELIF Ry very exotic birds.
B;_E>> @%?E@éﬁ)%&ﬁ?&{ﬂ@fﬁi% o The Tang Dynasty poet, Chang ]ian, has a poem In the

Courtyard of Poshan Chan Monastery which goes like this:
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Entering the ancient monastery in the morning,

1 see the rising sun shine upon the high forest.

The winding path leads to a quiet place where

Flowers appear amidst the deep groves of the Chan quarters.
Birds are delighted by the mountain’s morning brilliance.
People’s minds are emptied by the pond reflections.

All the sounds cease,

Except for the chiming of the temple bell.
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The Arhat Trail.
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This poem is a perfect description of the overall
environment of Gold Coast monastery.

If you have an opportunity to come to Gold Coast
Dharma Realm, you will discover that the trees are covered
with orchid blossoms, which are uniquely wonderful. When
we bought these orchids from the nursery, the nursery owner
told us that we could bind the orchid flowers onto the trees
and let them blossom there. What we did not expect was
for the orchids to bloom twice, and now even three times!
It is many people’s experience that orchids will not survive
on trees, so this has really amazed us. We didn’t expect the
orchids at our monastery to bloom twice, or three times
now, maybe even four... Perhaps the orchids really like our
environment.

The Arhat Trail is another feature of Gold Coast Dharma Realm.
At other DRBA Branches, you may not be able to see another Arhat
trail as large and complete as this — at least up to the present moment.
The Arhat Trail was part of the earliest phase of the monastery’s
construction plan. After laying the path, the eighteen Arhat images
were added. Many people, especially the meditators, like this spot,
because meditating on this trail gives you a very different feeling. I
also heard from local Australians who are yoga practitioners that they
also had special feelings while sitting on this trail.

This piece of land was purchased by Roseline Kang in 1997, and
the bodhimanda was made accessible to the public in 1999. Since
there were very few Chinese Australians and very few Buddhists then,
few knew about this place, until 2006, when Dharma Master Chih
led a group of monastics to host a Shurangama Study Retreat. This
retreat lasted for four months, attracting many people from around
the world to come to participate in this activity and providing the
appropriate conditions for opening up Gold Coast Dharma Realm
to the wider public. Dharma Master Chih once mentioned why she
chose the Shurangama Sutra to study. After the Venerable Master first
came to the United States, he started to lecture on the Shurangama
Sutra, turning the great wheel of the Shurangama Dharma (for those
in the West.) This event was a very auspicious start to his teaching
Buddhism in America. Dharma Master Chih followed the Master’s
footsteps — by doing the same when she first came to Australia. Later,
Dharma Master Chih named this Buddha Hall “Shurangama Sagely
Monastery.”

Years ago, the Venerable Master came to Australia for the first
time on November 25, 1960. That day was the seventh day of the

tenth month in Chinese lunar calendar and was his father’s birthday.
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The Venerable Master with the Buddhist
Association of Sydney in 1961.

Later on I discovered something about the
way the Venerable Master did things. He often
commemorated his parents in special ways.
For example, the day he came to America
was his mother’s birthday. That was how he
showed his filial respect toward his parents —
he never forgot his parents.

The Venerable Master stayed in Australia
for more than nine months. During that period,
he barely had any opportunities to promote
the Dharma in Australia. The only time was
during the 1961 Bathing the Buddha Festival,
in which he was invited by a professor from the
University of Sydney to give a Dharma talk to
the Sydney Buddhist Association. Originally,
the Venerable Master hoped to publish a book

on the insights he gained during his nine-
month visit to Australia — called, My Insights
He had already

written the characters for the book’s cover,

on Buddbism in Australia.

and prepared the book for publication. Unfortunately, this book
has still not been published. I hope that we can publish this
book in the future. Although the book contains only a few of
the Master’s talks, it will preserve this piece of history.

When the Venerable Master was in Australia, he once
mentioned that Buddhism was not deeply rooted in this country.
Whenever he took the bus, he would bring some rice with him,
recite the Greatr Compassion Mantra, and scatter it along the
roadsides in the hopes of tying some affinities with local living
beings by relying on the mantra’s power. I think that the power
of the Venerable Master’s vow was really profound. After sixty
lunar years, one “jid-zi BH--,” we have now come to 2021.
We can say that Gold Coast Dharma Realm has become well
established — with deep roots, a solid trunk, strong branches,
and luxuriant foliage. Our branch has attracted many young
people. It is full of vitality and we feel that the future of this
branch is very promising.

Later, when causes and conditions ripened, we started to
build the Main Buddha Hall as you see in the picture. When
we found the architect, he sought out our opinions. I did some
research online and found a Buddhist temple on the internet
that I liked very much; its overall shape was quite simple and
plain. When Dharma Master Chih and Dharma Master Liang

May 2021 VaJra BooHi Sea |21

BB b o ‘ di3di4 1IHaog



0B Hib ot ‘ BopHI FIELD

GAMREH: © EEES AR TIRZ K
A BEREEESARATEIR AR -

BARLMAN & B e il & T8
PR o & B FRAPTER S A A SR Al A IR
fBz > FRBAILECRERMAVER - L4
EEI—RMBSFHIMER - JEEZEC- ERY
RE(EE AR B ~ BERR - FRPARIAI BUART
WALARIE TR IEBGEZE - &
REFPUSIET - B EREEMNN
FIHA DR ZEWIEIEST © FTAREETEST
MEN R MTRBA —(EEEA - AEAR
HYEES: » EEA LR EHIREE - K

P 1 SR BRI B — (L AR 47 Ay
FESRET - RESE BT ER O AT -
AL EEERAT = AN - JEH RS - 12
HIGHEBTFR - MRS
HIEE(FaLEE R - EEE 2o
FEtEME CHING - tMEKHE T~ TiE
a1~ AT T MAYEE > ATl B C
R REE -

EERBAR Y AR - FAHE S L
HAEE—EE - f)iE A RS ATEETHY
& EIE R A b YA - EEA
AR — T FRPARD - ERFRPARTEL 4
(FBEdL) SIS fesent - FM2%—T
I EERE RIS N A - EESRAT
MRS —TEMRE » EREARICHE
(FFEgss) -~ EMEIEHTRLUE - MR
St E E AR T A T - fEET

LS

T ”J: T )
ANEE'SEEE Y

%%y Dharma wheel

22| EWIERE —O0_—FA8

BRE
Shurangama Sagely Monastery.

saw this photo, they also liked it a lot. Coincidentally, we found
out later that the temple turned out to be Toshodai Temple that
Master Jianzhen built after he arrived in Japan. Therefore, we can
say that Toshodai Temple became our blueprint for our current
Buddha Hall. The overall design for a Tang-style Buddhist temple
has the characteristics of simplicity, majesty, and steadiness.

We must say that we had encountered a very good architect,
who helped us realize our dream Buddha Hall. This architect is just
over thirty — very young indeed he is and has never truly designed
a Buddhist temple before. He told us that when he graduated from
college, his graduation project was to design a temple. Perhaps this
was by fate: due to the causes and conditions that he had planted
before, he is now able to fulfill his wish or vow to design something
that he truly likes.

As for the Dharma Wheel that you see in the Buddha Hall, I
believe that you won't find any such design anywhere else in the
world. During its initial stage, the architect only designed a very
common Dharma wheel of Buddhism. Here I have to mention
Dharma Master Chih’s role. She introduced the Shurangama
Sutra to this architect. She asked him to take into consideration
the Shurangama Platform mentioned in the sutra. It was the first
time the architect saw a sutra, let alone read the Shurangama Sutra.
He returned home to do his study and to everyone’s surprise, he
came up with this Dharma wheel design. We were all amazed
and praised it. The Shurangama Sutra says that the Shurangama
Platform should be octagonal in shape, with a lotus made of gold,
silver, copper, or wood placed at its center. A bowl should be
placed within the flower and eight round mirrors should be placed
at each of octagonal directions, which face outward and surround

the flower with the bowl. Next, sixteen lotus flowers and sixteen
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elegant censers should be placed in front of the mirrors. At the
center of this octagonal platform is a lotus flower, and at the
outermost circle of the platform is the Mantra Heart.

In Queensland, termites are so rampant that everyone was
very worried about choosing wood for construction. Initially,
we were thinking of using steel as much as possible for the
Buddha Hall construction; I believe that the feel of wood and
steel is completely different: wood gives off a warm, natural, and
breathable feeling, and on top of it we hope to present a more
classical style of the Tang Dynasty. If we were to have used steel
as a construction material, it would have felt vastly different from
the Tang Dynasty style. Fortunately later on, the construction
company was able to find a kind of hardwood which they tested
on and it proved to be termite-proof. They found out termites
could not bore into this kind of hardwood. That is why the
Buddha Hall’s entire exterior design is now made of wood.

The stone walls on both sides of the gate are made from a kind
of bluestone from Shandong, which is sturdy and can be said to
be a local specialty. Why did we choose to engrave the Heart
Sutra on the stone walls? Personally I hope to build a monastery
in the Southern Hemisphere, and this monastery is not just a
starting point, but also a medium. Because the Venerable Master
came from China and he was the Dharma successor of the ninth
generation of the Weiyang Chan Lineage from Venerable Master
Xuyun. Thus, we have an affinity with China and we hope to
take this opportunity to present something that is unique of and
highest form of China’s culture: calligraphy. The Heart Sutra is
also a representation of the Buddhist canon.

Our central courtyard is of circular shape. The architect’s
original idea was that by having such a circular structure, we can

easily connect it to other buildings; that is to say, this design can

5 4& The heart sutra
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Model of Sharira-stupa
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Central courtyard of circular shape

be used to make the building expandable in the future.

With this circular courtyard, we can walk directly to the
main hall from the corridor. For this corridor design, we
took into consideration Australia’s rainy season, which is the
most intense around December and January. When visitors
arrive, they find the ground muddy and under water, which
makes it difficult to walk. That is why we hoped to see such
a corridor design. Later, I thought it was the correct decision
because everyone who came said that they liked this corridor
very much. Be it rain or wind, they would stay unaffected
when they visit us. They could walk directly from this
corridor to the Buddha Hall without being exposed to the
sun or rain.

Immediately behind the right side glass door is our
Buddhist Texts Circulation Department. We hope that
in the future the first thing visitors see is our Circulation
Department, in which we will have many books for
distribution.

Originally, our design for the circular central courtyard
was just a simple garden. One day, Dharma Master Heng
Sure came here, and he suddenly had an idea. He said,
“Why don’t you consider putting the sharira-stupa in the
center of this courtyard, so that everyone who comes can
circumambulate this stupa.” I thought that it was quite a
great inspiration from him, and the architect also thought
that it was the most ideal site for a stupa. That overall shape
of the stupa gives a feel of an early Indian stupa, on which
we had the Vzjra Sutra texts carved. Inside the stupa, we have
the [Venerable Master’s relics] shariras to receive our worship
and offerings.

I also find the name “Gold Coast Dharma Realm” very
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interesting. When I first heard this name, I thought
it was deliberately chosen to imply that we all must
have a bright road in order to reach the other shore
of liberation and attain Buddhahood. I didnt realize
that this city was named “Gold Coast,” and thus we
incorporate this name into the current “Gold Coast
Dharma Realm” as the name for this Branch Monastery.
It can be said to be a very meaningful name.

I think it’s like what the Venerable Master said
before — everything is predestined from a long time
ago. It is meant for this place to become a Buddhist
monastery. I believe that all these causes and conditions
have been predestined a long time ago.

Gold Coast itself is a tourist city, with a relatively
small population, a very large area, excellent weather,
and beautiful beaches. Its beach has become a world-
famous surfing spot. Roseline Kang said that when
she first lew over Gold Coast, the view was cloudless.
She was immediately charmed by this place after she
landed and felt it was like the Land of Ultimate Bliss.
Such a nice place, such nice weather — she decided to
acquire this property. The purchase was smooth and
she transferred the deed to be under the Venerable
Master Hua’s organization.

As these causes and conditions have been ripening,
more and more laypeople come to help us out. The
seeds for this Branch have begun to sprout. In fact, we
hope to work hard, uphold the Venerable Master’s vow,
and gradually one day Buddhism will blossom and
bear fruit in the Southern Hemisphere. &
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Some people say, “I'd like to investigate Chan, but I can’t sit in full lotus posture, so it is pointless.” Don’t worry;
if you can’t sit in full lotus you can sit in half lotus. That’s putting your left leg on top of your right thigh. The left leg
is yang and the right leg is yin. The left leg represents heaven and the right leg represents earth. And so heaven is on
top, and earth is on the bottom. You can sit that way. And if you can’t manage half lotus, you can sit in any way that is
comfortable. Subdue your body and mind. Cause the body and mind not to lose their tempers, so that no matter how
long you sit there is no fear of pain, and they don’t get angry. —Excerpted from the Chan Handbook, a compilation of Venerable

Master Hua’s instructional talks on meditation.
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