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28. A Deaf Person Listened to Sutra Lectures

Elder Upasika Liu Guo Juan had been deaf for years. She
took refuge with the Venerable Master at Western Bliss Garden
Monastery in 1951. After taking refuge, at once she brought
forth the Bodhi resolve. All she did everyday was recite the six-
syllable vast name, “Namo Amitabha Buddha,” with recitation
beads in her hands. She always came to attend the Venerable
Master’s Dharma assemblies and sutra lectures, regardless of
wind or rain. In the summer of 1953, the Venerable Master
was lecturing on 7he Text Buddha Speaks of Amitabha Sutra, and
Liu Guo Juan attended the lectures daily. Although, she was
over sixty-year-old, and her legs were stiff, which made climbing
the three-hundred-plus, rough, stone steps to ascend to the
mountain very tough; nonetheless, she did this each time. She
was truly sincere. Yet, how could a deaf person listen to a sutra

lecture?

In the Venerable Master’s Own Words:

When I lectured on the Shurangama Sutra at Western Bliss
Garden Monastery before in Hong Kong, it took fourteen
months. In the summer of 1968, I finished lecturing on the
Shurangama Sutra in three months at the Buddhist Lecture Hall
in San Francisco. This was as fast as going to the moon with a

rocket. When you attend a Dharma assembly for sutra lectures,
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no matter whether or not you can understand them, as long as you
attend them, you will receive inconceivable benefits. One of my old
disciples was very strange. She definitely would come to listen to my
lectures whenever I gave one. Could she hear me? No! She was deaf,
and couldn’t hear anything, but still she came to listen to the lectures.

She didn’t attend other people’s sutra lectures, because she couldn’t
hear anything at all; yet it was strange that although she couldn’t hear
me, she came anyway. She told others that she didn’t feel well if she
didn’t come to the lectures; she felt as if she had lost an opportunity.
It is not a big deal for a deaf person to come to the sutra lectures;
however, she was in her sixties or seventies, and she fearlessly climbed
more than three hundred stone steps up a steep and tall mountain.
Somebody asked her, “What did you hear?” She said, “I don’t know
what I heard.” It’s just that wonderful.

When I was lecturing on the “Universal Door Chapter,” she came
to listen even though she was deaf and couldn’t hear. Yet she listened
over and over again. One day, on the second day of the fifth lunar
month, just before we started to lecture on 7he Buddha Speaks of
Amitabha Sutra, when the assembly began to recite three times, “Namo
Lotus Pool Assembly of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas.” She suddenly
heard one sentence of “Namo Lotus Pool Assembly of Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas,” and regained her hearing! After that, she was completely
cured of her deafness. Don’t you think that is wonderful? Her faith in
the Buddha was more sincere after that incident. When I lectured on
the sutras, she would come, and would never miss a single lecture. She
always came to lectures, regardless of whether there were heavy rains
or storms.

So that was proof that she had a sincere heart when attending
the lectures, even though she couldn’ hear. As a result, she cured her

deafness.

[Postscript] Narrated by Upasaka Tan Guo Zheng:

Shifu said, “I encountered a lot of strange things while in
Northeastern China. However, nothing odd happened while I was in
Hong Kong. I would not deal with strange things even if any were
there, or I would deal with them secretly without telling others.” Guo
Mi replied on the side, “But, there was once a time. Do you remember
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the story of Liu Guo Juan? s7To be continued
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