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His Compassion Transforms into Limitless Vows
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I can’t say that I know much about the Venerable Master’s
virtuous conduct and wisdom. Compared to his, my own wisdom
and virtuous conduct do not amount to even one thousandth or one
ten thousandth — not even up to any reckoning by mathematical
calculation or analogy. That being said, I still hope that by relating
what I know about the Venerable Master, each one of you can have
a better understanding of him — that can be counted as a small
wish of mine.

The Venerable Master once said that in the future, when people
encounter new forms of “pneumonia’ (today’s COVID-19), they
can recite the Great Compassion Mantra. According to my impression,
the Master related this prediction at Gold Wheel Monastery, and
perhaps also at other DRBA branches. So now I'm just reminding
all of you to recite the Great Compassion Mantra. Please recite it

more often [and more sincerely].
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The Venerable Master’s mind was great and vast. He was full of
compassion toward others and carried himself without the least bit
of arrogance. When a person is totally free of the notion of self, he
will become very compassionate and regard all beings as himself. By
seeing all beings as part of himself, he never put on airs — he will
look much like an ordinary person.

In the past there was an elder whom I accompanied on a visit
to the Venerable Master. Seeing others bow in reverence to the
Venerable Master, this elder followed suit, but was immediately
corrected by the Venerable Master, who said, “Senior citizen. There
is no need to bow. Come sit. Sit down please.” This elder had no

choice but to sit next to the Venerable Master, who said, “Anything
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you have in mind, you can just speak up.” The elder said, “I have
come all this way to America, so I really want to learn how to
meditate.” The Venerable Master turned his head, glanced at him,
and said, “Since you are getting old, there is no need for you to
learn how to meditate. You can just sincerely recite the Buddha’s
name.”

Then the Venerable Master took a string of beads from his
neck, held it in his hand, and said to the elder, “When you recite
the name of Namo Amitabha Buddha — every ten recitations,
move a bead through your fingers. Suppose you have recited up
to the sixth or seventh Buddha name and find that you have
been false-thinking, then you can start your chanting again from
zero. When you have moved through all the beads on the string,
you are considered to have completed a bead-set of Buddha
recitations.” Having heard the Venerable Master’s explanation,
the elder asked, “Are you saying that, when chanting the Buddha
name’s in this ten-recitation set, I need to count one, two, three...
in my mind?” “No need,” said the Master.

The Venerable Master then gave a how-to demo to the elder,
saying, “Normally when we chant the Buddha’s name, we do
it in our heart — ‘Namo Amitabha; namo Amitabha; namo
Amitabha...” There are three chantings in this group: For the first
chanting, do it a little bit louder; the next two chantings, a little
softer. ‘Namo Amitabha; namo Amitabha; namo Amitabha.’
This is the second group. For the third group, you need to chant
it four times. All of these add up to ten chantings (as a unit). This
way, you don’t need to count the number of individual recitations,
but rather just rely upon your breathing and the low voice of
your chanting. This way of chanting explained by the Venerable
Master is quite easy and simple.

After finishing his explanation, the Venerable Master gave the
string of beads to the elder, saying, “I am giving these beads to
you so that you can go home and chant the Buddha’s name well.”
Just from this act, you can see the Venerable Master’s equanimous

and compassionate treatment of all living beings.
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I now recall Venerable Master Hai Deng (Oceanic Lamp)
from along time ago. Many people have heard about this Dharma
Master. At that time, Master Hai Deng traveled from mainland
China to the United States to visit the Venerable Master at the
City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB).

Master Hai Deng came from Sichuan Province and spoke
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with a very heavy Sichuan accent. It was truly difficult to understand his
conversation with the Venerable Master, but the Venerable Master seemed
to understand what he was saying. Later on, one of Master Hai Deng’s
attendants came to translate his words. The attendant looked like a martial
artist: he was well built and his awareness was sharp.

Master Hai Deng talked about traveling to Zhenru (True Suchness)
Monastery on Yun Ju Mountain, which is located in Jiangxi Province.
Master Hai Deng shared with us what he knew about Venerable Master
Hsu Yun and the hardships faced by him during his years at Zhenru
Monastery.

Dharma Master Hai Deng revealed that Venerable Master Hsu Yun
was over 110 years old: “In order to maintain a basic livelihood, Venerable
Master Hsu Yun had to work at the farm from early in the morning and
would often return late at night. Between the farm and the monastery,
there was a very long and deep ravine; the only way to cross was to walk
on a single bamboo pole placed across the ravine. I could recall seeing
Venerable Master Hsu Yun walk across that bamboo bridge-pole in the
morning, carrying a pole on his shoulder; at night, he would walk across
the bamboo pole in the same quivering manner to get back.”

Master Hai Deng shared that he could “fly on top of grass” because
he had practiced martial arts since he was a child. This “flying on top of
grass’ martial arts came from Shaolin Temple and enabled him to jump in
midair as long as his foot could temporarily come into contact with some
sort of light support.

In the old days, one could only rely on oil lamps when traveling at
night because there was no flashlights. Venerable Master Hsu Yun was a
very frugal person; he would never light up the oil lamps when walking
across the long ravine at night. Master Hai Deng even said: “As someone
who could ‘fly on top of grass,” I do not dare to walk across the ravine like
that because it’s too risky.” However, he would see Venerable Master Hsu
Yun steering left and right on the bamboo bridge-pole with his shoulder
pole, not knowing if he had missed his step. Venerable Master Hsu Yun

would even walk across the ravine in a quivering manner, then say, “Oh

my! I forgot to bring the hoe back while carrying the shoulder pole.”

He would then go back to pick up the hoe and come back in the same
quivering manner. It was truly a mind-boggling sight even for observers.
Sometimes Venerable Master Hsu Yun’s attendant, out of good
intention, would say to him, “Master! I could help you light up the lamp
for you to see better! Isn’t it bad for senior people to accidentally slip and
fall?” But do you know that Venerable Master Hsu Yun would admonish
his attendant? You probably won't ever forget his response after you hear it.
Venerable Master Hsu Yun replied, “The three-thousand-great-thousand
world system is full of light; what need is there to light an oil lamp?” The
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environment there was really dark at night, but Venerable Master
Hsu Yun said it was full of light.
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The Venerable Master’s mother passed away when he was 19. He
observed the mourning period by the side of the gave, and during the
observation, he made his eighteen great vows. His twelfth great vow
was: “I vow to fully take upon myself all the anguish and hardship
that all the beings of the Dharma Realm are due to suffer.”

Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Conduct and Vows chapter of the
Avatamsaka Sutra says that [a practitioner vastly makes offerings: “I
burn all kinds of lamps...] The wick of each lamp is as tall as Mount
Sumeru; the quantity of oil in each lamp is equal in volume to the
waters of the great sea.” All of these offerings cannot compare with the
offerings of the Dharma. Samantabhadra Bodhisattva is saying that
the offering of Dharma is supreme; then the seven kinds of offerings
of Dharma are listed.

The first is the offering of cultivating according to the teachings.
For example, the Venerable Master taught us not to fight, not to be
greedy, not to seek, not to be selfish, not to be self-benefiting, and
not to tell lies. If you follow his instructions in your conduct, that is
the best offering of Dharma. The second is the offering of benefiting
all living beings. The third: the offering of gathering all living beings
[toward Buddhism]. The fourth: the offering of standing in for all
beings to undergo their suffering. The fifth: the offering of diligently
cultivating roots of goodness. The sixth: the offering of not forsaking
the deeds of a Bodhisattva; and the seventh: the offering of not
renouncing the Bodhi mind.

These are the seven kinds of offerings of Dharma mentioned
in the “Samantabhadra Bodhisattva’s Conduct and Vows” chapter.
If you can make any of these seven kinds of offerings, it is better
than making physical offerings to the Buddhas— even with lamps
as large as Mount Sumeru and lamp oil as voluminous as the Great
Sea’s water. This is because among all forms of offering, the offering
of Dharma is supreme. The Venerable Master’s vow resembles one
of these seven kinds of offering— in particular, the fourth one: the
offering of standing in for all beings to undergo their suffering.

One time, CTTB hosted a Water-Land-Air Dharma Session, to
which many eminent monks were invited to come from mainland
China, such as the Venerable Masters Ming Yang, Zhen Chan, and
Qing Ding... There were about one hundred of these guest monks

who were assigned to stay in today’s Lion House and Horse Whinny
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House. Every night, the Venerable Master would drive his small golf
cart around to visit and greet them, to see if they were cold. He
would ask each one of them, and if he found that there was a need,
he would arrange to send over an electric heater.

He came to one of the guest monks, who was sick. This guest
monk’s symptom was to have a hiccup every once in a while — Hic
— Hic — Hic ... This may not seem like a symptom, but if it were
you who had such a symptom, you would also be unable to put
up with it — within an hour, you might well be on the brink of
a mental breakdown. This guest monk endured it all day long for
several days and was really miserable.

The Venerable Master asked him, “How are you now? How
old are you?” You might feel that the Venerable Master’s inquiry
had nothing to do with the guest monk’s illness. However, if you
are careful and pay a little attention, you can notice that, while
speaking with the guest monk, the Venerable Master [used his
Forty-Two Hands] to transfer the guest monk’s sick energy upon
himself, without this guest monk’s being aware of it. Afterward,
the Venerable Master told him, “Okay, you're alright now. Go have
a good rest, and you should recover soon.” Having said this, the
Venerable Master walked out of Horse Whinny House. When he
was at the threshold, he belched, Hic — and not long after that, he
had another Hic — and while in his golf cart, he had another one,

indicating his transference of the illness of this guest monk upon

himself.
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The Venerable Master would sit in the Buddha Hall in a chair
specially prepared by his attendant facing the thousand-hand,
thousand-eye Guanyin statue. Many people would come and circle
the Venerable Master and ask whatever questions they had. The
Venerable Master might unexpectedly ask, “What is your name? How
old are you?” When he was asking you, he was actually absorbing the
“problems” for which you came. You might feel that these problems
had nothing to do with your illnesses, but you wouldn’t know that
when the Venerable Master was questioning you, he was already
doing what he could to resolve your problems.

However, the Venerable Master said later that for some of
these people who came, you would need to know their causes
and conditions. Some people had bigger and more severe karmic
hindrances behind them. If you remove one of their current karmic

obstacles, the next one which comes will cause them greater agony.
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So the best approach is to reach a compromise with these karmic
creditors: As long as they do not hinder you too much, causing you
to be unable to continue your cultivation, then you simply have
to put up with them in order to continue your current cultivation,
while these creditors also agree. Suppose you dispel these current
karmic creditors—then the following karmic retributions will cause
you greater suffering.

Some CTTB residents might think, “The Venerable Master
looks like he knows nothing, and still he goes on asking all these
irrelevant questions...” When you had such false thoughts, the
Venerable Master knew immediately; he rose from his seat, turned
to the person who had the false thought, and said, “Let me tell
you, from childhood to adulthood, I have never lied and have
never had lustful thoughts. Just with these points, I am qualified to
become your Master.” Having said this, he walked away, leaving me
impressed and amazed.

Later it came to me that, in the future, no matter who it may
be, inside or outside the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we ought
to be more courteous, hospitable, and reverent toward those who
have any of the above two qualifications, because any of these two

is worthy of our respect and reverence.

sk sk sk sk sk sk sieoskosk skostokok skoskokokR sk

Gold Wheel Monastery used to be on Sixth Avenue. When
Venerable Master Hua came to the monastery, after evening
ceremony, he would walk down to sit on a chair below the stage and
people would come and surround him for Q & A. The Venerable
Master would say, “Feel free to ask me any questions you have.”

One time, the Venerable Master finished giving commentary
on the sutras and was surrounded by people as usual. There was a
mother and her seven or eight-year-old son, who had come to see
the Venerable Master. The mother spoke first, “I don’t know why my
son behaves a little bit strangely compared with others. When he
was in first grade at the elementary school, after he came back from
school, he often said, ‘I saw many little ghosts on the playground. I
went to play with them!” I kept thinking, “What nonsense are you
talking about?” After he said this several times, I began to worry.”

The mother continued, “I love to read some magazines about
the movie stars. Sometimes I felt that they were really beautiful.
When my son walked over, he said, ‘Aiya, theyre like skeletons.’
What appeared to be someone so beautiful looked like a skeleton to

him. So I brought him to see a psychiatrist to see if he could solve
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the child’s problem. The doctor checked and found that there was
nothing wrong with him. Later, through many twists and turns, I
learned of Gold Wheel Monastery, and that the Venerable Master
would come here today. So I made this special visit here with my
child.”

Venerable Master having looked at the boy sat in full lotus.
Then he extended his left hand to ask the boy, “What do you
see in my left hand?” I was right behind the Venerable Master. 1
instinctively hurried to bend over and see what he was holding in
his left hand. Nothing. His hand was empty. Then the boy said,
“A red ball.” T looked again: “Aiya, he sees differently than 1.” This
boy had a different vision than others.

The Venerable Master extended his right hand, “Look at my
hand. What do you see in it?” The boy said it was a rope. The
Venerable Master extended his left hand, saying, “What do you
see in my left hand?” According to my impression, the boy said
it was a jade bracelet. The Venerable Master neither approved
nor disapproved of what he said. He smiled and kept asking one
question after another. Later, the Venerable Master sat upright and
said, “Look at me now.” The boy said, “Oh, there are needle-like
rays of golden light from the halo behind you.” It reminded me
of some Budda statues — for example, the images of Amitabha
Buddha, whose back halos give off that kind of golden light.

The Venerable Master smiled and said, “You take one more
look.” “Oh, now its red-colored.” The Venerable Master said,
“One more look.” “It’s blue.” Such Q & A went on for a few
rounds. It would be very difficult for the boy to fabricate such a
story. Then the Venerable Master smiled and put down his legs,
pointing to the space right above his head, explaining to me, “He
(this boy) sees things from up there!” I hurried to look up at the
direction he was pointing. Then the Venerable Master said to the
boy, “You should cherish your ability. Usually a person over 15 or
16 will no longer have the ability to see such phenomena.”

At this time, there was a layperson near the boy’s mother. This
layperson said, “In the future, you should bring your child here
more often.” Incredibly, upon hearing this, the Venerable Master
turned and said to her in a loud voice, “Why do you say such
things? Just mind your own business.”

The Venerable Master was compassionate toward you, but he
did not express the least bit of a scheming attitude of seeking your
patronage. Instead, he was extremely generous and provided for
you when you stayed here. He did not seek anything from you

nor wish you to do this or that. So you can see the capacity of his
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mind.

You may think that the Venerable Master was treating this
layperson quite harshly. However, the Venerable Master was
compassionate. So why did he behave like this? Because you have
thoughts of scheming for advantage. With this kind of mindset, you
will very likely commit karmic offenses. This kind of scheming mind
can be said to be a habitual energy. Over time, you will find it very
difficult to rectify or cut off this habitual energy. When the Venerable
Master suddenly scolded her, her entire being awoke and was able to
cut off this habitual energy. If you see that you have such thoughts,
or your thoughts are like this, you know it’s time to remove this kind
of thinking, saying, “Oh, I must be careful with the thoughts 'm

having.”
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Question: When the Venerable Master acted angrily, do you think
he was really angry?

Upasaka Joey Wei: It’s very likely that he was not angry but rather
merely raised the volume of his voice. When he was speaking loudly,
you felt that he was angry, but actually he was trying to cut off your
current stream of false thinking. His very scolding may have caused
you to immediately stop your interfused false thinking. Your false
thoughts flow like a stream, one after another, unceasingly and
interfusing each other. It’s very difficult for you to stop them, not to
mention cut them off. Over time, it becomes a habitual energy. When
the Venerable Master scolded you, you could suddenly experience an
awakening and thus stop all your false thoughts. However, if you do
not guard this kind of state well, very soon you will be overwhelmed
with these false thoughts once again. You need to spot them and let
go of them, and only then can you improve yourself and advance to
a higher level of cultivation. Otherwise, you can try to meditate and
see how difficult it is to subdue your habitual energy. You may not
even realize that you have such (bad) habits, or have certain obstacles
or blind spots. When the Master gave you a good scolding, he was
trying to cut them off.

You can go study Roll 9 of the Shurangama Sutra: Among the five
skandhas, the cognition skandha is interfused. It says that a cultivator
will discover when he reaches that level: “Alas, my cognition skandha
originally came into being because of my interfused false thoughts.”
The preceding thought and the succeeding thought are two in one,

interpenetrating with each other. #





