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The Sutra of the Past Vows of
Earth Store Bodhisattva with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute

Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Sutra:

Atthattime, theWorld Honored Onestretched forth hisgolden-
colored arm and rubbed the crowns of all the division bodies of
Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva gathered from hundreds of
trillions of inexpressible, inconceivable, immeasurable, ineffable,
limitless asamkhyeyas of worlds, and said, “I teach and transform
obstinate beings such as these in the troubled age of the five
turbidities, harmonizing and winning over their hearts so that

they renounce distorted views and regain proper views.”

Commentary:

At that time, the World-Honored One Sakyamuni stretched
forth his golden-colored arm and rubbed the crowns of all the
division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva Mahasattva gathered
from hundreds of trillions of inexpressible, inconceivable,
immeasurable, ineffable, limitless asamkhyeyas of worlds. With
a single arm, the Buddha manages to rub the crowns of all these
division bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva. The Buddha is using
his “as-you-will body,” which has the spiritual power to manifest
whatever he wishes, so that one arm can transform into hundreds
and thousands of arms. The Buddha used one arm to rub the crowns
of hundreds of trillions of Earth Store Bodhisattvas at the same time
and said, “I teach and transform obstinate beings such as these
in the troubled age of the five turbidities... The five turbidities
are the turbidity of time, the turbidity of perception, the turbidity
of afflictions, the turbidity of individual beings and the turbidity of
life span. When you hear the words, “obstinate being,” you might





