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7. The seventh consciousness

When the see: W/

8.The seeds of the
Tathagata Treasury

alaya

O(: © () The pésulting actions will create more seeds
(ﬁg (/é and’influence the existing seeds.
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(1) Dependent origination from the eighth consciousness (alayavijiana)

G ERYZREHR 5L The elementary doctrine corresponds to dependent origination
FEH——EFLEZE N from the eighth consciousness (alayavijfiana).
+ - BEBESR > FMrEE Alayavijfiana refers to the seeds of the Tathagata treasury. This

WBAVES - FERNAESEAEFME  means that everything you encounter happens because of the seeds

FEFERMEY ) G HE > 324 in the field of your eighth consciousness; it means that those seeds

EEFE T T - 405iS(EfE  have matured. If those seeds had not matured, nothing would have

TIABIT > WA gHHE  happened.

HiES A o In the field of our eighth consciousness, we have many, many
A SR EA /R % 1E 2%  seeds that have not yet matured. When will these seeds mature? When

HFE G 1T o S thfE T the causes and conditions come together. As an analogy, when you
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spread a handful of apple seeds on the ground, you won't see the apple
seedlings grow if they don't receive any water or sunlight.

For example, if a certain person has seeds for liking delicious food in
the field of his eighth consciousness, then as soon as he meets the condition
of delicious food, the seeds of liking delicious food that are in his eighth
consciousness will manifest. Therefore, his penchant for delicious food
will also manifest, so that this condition will drive him to eat as if his life
depended on it.

For example, look at a person with a big temper. Most of the time,
when nothing happens, you can’t tell that his temper is so big. However,
when something happens, his temper will explode, and the seeds of his
temper will manifest. Then what is the result? He makes more karma — by
scolding people, hitting people, and so on. The new karma that he creates
will also go into the field of his eighth consciousnesses and increase the
number of seeds that he has created by scolding and hitting people. In this
way, the power of his karma will get bigger and bigger. This is exactly what
I say: “When the seeds manifest, the resulting actions will create more
seeds and influence the existing seeds.”

Lets look at this picture: this is one seed. Once it meets the conditions
— water and sunlight — it will start to sprout. The sprout will slowly grow
bigger, and then it will bear fruit. Once the fruit ripens, it will fall to the

ground and spread more seeds.

BSTEIRT

RITERES

When the seeds manifest,
the resulting actions will create more seeds and influence the existing seeds.

In my previous Dharma talk on karmic responses and dependent
origination, we learnt that the suffering we endure today is the result of
bad deeds we did in the past. For example, the sickness and suffering that
we endure in this life comes from the bad karma of killing in the past; the
poverty that we experience in this life comes from the bad karma of stealing
in the past; discord between family members in this life comes from the
bad karma of committing sexual misconduct in the past. Therefore, from
now on, we should stop committing bad deeds so that we can avoid the

corresponding retribution in the future.

MarcH 2021 Vasra BobHi Sea |37

BB b o ‘ di3di4 1IHaog



B8 Rt ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

45 {18 5 HIS &% E £ 52 5 57 FR AP (1 T8
e ? P IERAE P HY HIF W - & H
{EFETEARE T - RIS e &
ST - BRI/ AT S L
T R OB S5 - FAFTEEE
WBMEERT -

EAATS KA INEREG K
i (FEERK) > pEkESET -
IR BILHE XM A ~ i
2~ IBEEEZAT - ML
HyRE TR AR By G I - RS
HZ BT o Rt PEERS SR 45 2 e AR
T ? AR HE R AVES - (halryES
ETEER,  BLEHEAEEE
AOEHHHY - HH S > BRI T
SUEAETRMT /G - EstE e T
AUHFE - FE B BAAARYIRAHE - FefImE T
THR - INsRIMTHYZR - A EEE
LR - B R B SEAYRHE IR M A
IO

A HE I 5L 12 MR A b 3 IR E 5L
FRANT —Jg » FrbAdi 2R RAE - fthor
HEEVIEGENM S > —ER AR
» S PR R A I R PR 2 Fe AP
KIUE T M REETERE ? BliE TR T iE
BEE - —EREMERMET
B E o zh -

ALF/ GRHE L C A THYEE T
BV ? IR EE N EE TR
17 AEEEEE T ARG EF - &
MEERSESZSH T HEM  HER
PR E YN & - BN E LS
W5 S E YR EE - RS RAYEE - B
DT AERNG > IRENE T A E S
B -

sk BT A > [FRE
ek =2 RS AR S RN A E= I
W52 SRS RAVE TGS -
AERLERAHR L -

soFFE

38| &MIERE —o0—F=8

What is dependent origination from the alayavijiana trying to
tell us? That everything we do now is the result of seeds previously
planted in the eighth consciousness. This doctrine tells us to be
cautious about what karmic seeds we plant in the field of our eight
consciousness: for every minute thought arising in us, we ought to
be careful.

For example, when we participated in the Flower Adornments
Ceremony today and recited the Flower Adornments Sutra, we have
sown good seeds. We should first have good seeds planted in the field
of our eighth consciousness — the more the better — rather than
committing the misdeeds of killing, stealing, sexual misconduct,
[lying,] and taking intoxicants.

Why is reciting the sutras planting seeds for good roots? It is
because the sutras are what the Buddhas lectured. What the Buddhas
speak carries the weight of the words of the sages; that is to say, their
words emit brilliant lights, embodying their spiritual realization.

If we recite them often, these seeds of brilliance will be planted
in our field of eighth consciousness. This means that even during the
initial stage when we plant seeds, we already start to apply our efforts
and reinforce our good roots. It should not be the case that we begin
to put in effort only when we are about to commit or after we have
committed karmic offenses.

The concept of the dependent originations of the alayavijiana is
more profound than the dependent originations caused by karma.
Therefore, the greatly virtuous ones of ancient times must have had
a reason to categorize the four kinds of dependent originations.
Otherwise, why would they explain those concepts? What would we
do even if we knew about it? Understanding these principles will
definitely help us in our cultivation and help us work harder.

What if our field of eight consciousness already has bad seeds
planted in it? We should try our best not to let them manifest into
reality, not giving them chances to mature. We should try to do more
good deeds while avoiding the conditions for planting bad seeds. For
example, don’t go to bad environments such as casinos or nightclubs.
If you don’t go to these places, then you will not come in contact
with negative conditions, and thus avoid planting bad seeds which
will one day mature.

Therefore, we should try to go to the good places, places where
we can be happy, where it benefits our body and mind, where more
and more seeds of good deeds can be planted. This is the dependent

arising from the alayavijiana.
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