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LivES OF THE PATRIARCHS

The Fortieth Patriarch Chan Master
Ru Bao from Wealth of Blessings
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A Lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on July 17, 1984
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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The Master replied, “Ya!” In answer to “What meaning was behind
their actions?” he basically wasn’t going to say, so he uttered the sound
“Ya!” indicating that he was as if mute.

Someone asked, “What is the tradition of the Venerable One?”
What customs does the High Master perpetuate? What are the rules
here at Wealth of Blessings Monastery? What are the guidelines? How
should we behave? What do the residents do here every day?”

The Master replied, “After the meal, we drink three big bowls of
tea.” He answered this one, saying, “Our custom here is that after we
finish eating, we drink three big bowls of tea.” What was his meaning?
He was saying that eating, wearing clothes, sleeping, and drinking tea
are the everyday customs they maintained. They were no different from
others—drinking three big bowls of tea after meals.

One day, the Master picked up his sitting mat and showed it
to the assembly. Once, Chan Master Ru Bao lifted his sitting cloth, a
round hemp-woven mat used when meditating and during ceremonies.

The Master lifted it up and showed it to those gathered, and said,
“All Buddhas, Bodhisattvas, and awakened sages started right here.”
They all had their beginnings here. That is, they all sat in meditation
and investigated Chan in order to reach the level of accomplishment
that they have. Its not known how many sitting mats the Buddhas,
Bodhisattvas, and sages wore out before they finally were certified as
having attained the fruition. Then he tossed it down. After he said that,
he let the sitting mat fall to the ground.

And, tearing open his robe, he exposed his chest while asking,
“Any comments? If you have anything to say, speak up.” No one in

the assembly answered. They couldn’t figure out what kind of trick
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their Master was playing—what meaning there was in his weird
behavior. Since they didn’t know what he was doing, they didn't
dare say anything.

Another day, the Master placed his sitting mat on top of
his head. Once, Chan Master Ru Bao picked up his woven mat,
which is meant to be used for sitting, held it above his head,
and said, “When you put your sitting mat on top of your
head like this, it is hard to talk.” No one in the assembly said
anything. Those who were gathered there couldnt figure out
what the Master was up to. It was a mystery to them, so they
were reluctant to say anything.

Then the Master sat on the mat and said, “You are still a
little lacking in skill.” When no one present had anything to say,
Chan Master Ru Bao took the mat from atop his head, placed
it under his legs, sat on it, and commented, “There are some
procedures that need attention. There’s still a bit of difficulty.
Genuine understanding hasn’t happened yet.” In saying that, he
was referring to the people gathered there.

A verse in praise by Elder Master Xuyun says:

Strong tea at Wealth of Blessings Monastery:

Three bowls after the meal

Is the High Master’s tradition.

“Yi!” and “Ya!” let a little of the meaning seep through.
No matter whether Buddbhas, sages, or Bodbisattvas,
Master Ru Bao would just shovel them into bis sitting mat
And sit on them, paying no heed to right or wrong.

Commentary:

Strong tea at Wealth of Blessings Monastery. Wealth of
Blessings is the name of the Way-place, and the tradition at that
Way-place was to drink three big bowls of tea. Those three bowls
after the meal contained very strong tea. That was the High
Master’s tradition. “Yi!” and “Ya!” let a little of the meaning
seep through. “Yi!” and “Ya!” leaked a bit of the intention
without really saying it out. He didnt say anything explicit.

No matter whether Buddbhas, sages, or Bodhisattvas, /
Master Ru Bao would just shovel them into bis sitting mat.
Buddhas, sages, Bodhisattvas appeared on his mat; his mat were

occupied by Buddhas, Bodhisattvas and sages.

s To be continued
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