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Since 2013, students of Instilling Goodness Elementary School
and Developing Virtue Secondary School (IGDVS) have been invited
to perform at the Alex Thomas Plaza every year to celebrate the Lunar
New Year. Delicious Lunar New Year food items prepared by volunteers
from the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) have been highly
popular, as were the performances of IGDVS students.

However, in 2021, this lively and popular lunar new year
celebration in Ukiah was discontinued due to the pandemic. Instead,
IGDVS students put together a virtual celebration of the year of
Ox on February 19 (the eighth day of the first lunar month). There
were Chinese dances, Chinese orchestra, paper-cutting, story-telling,
and introduction of traditional Chinese musical instruments such as
guzheng, erhu and sheng in the program. Even though students felt the
taste of the Lunar New Year by holding this virtual celebration, they
still wished to go back to downtown Ukiah to celebrate the Lunar New
Year with many more people.

Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU) due to the pandemic,
held a celebration only for its Sudhana Center residents, which was not
open to members of the general public, but students residing at the
Sudhana Center in Ukiah celebrated the Lunar New Year together. In
the spirit of celebration, door couplets, images of a chubby ox, red

paper-cut window decorations and red lanterns were put up at the
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Sudhana Center. Fresh spring rolls, vegan cookies, and cakes made
by students and staff nourished our well-being and we felt very lucky.

We still remember the Lunar New Year celebration put together
by DRBU at the Ukiah Public Library through the Art Walk Ukiah
program on February 7, 2020. The celebration included a skit about
the Year of the Rat, Chinese calligraphy, Chinese orchestra and
Chinese dances along with tasty Chinese vegetarian refreshments.
The celebration was the prelude to a photography and calligraphy
exhibit on virtue and community. The celebration was sponsored by
the Ukiah Valley Friends of the Library and the Mendocino County
Library. It was a very successful event with more than 300 attendees
and the atmosphere was festive and joyful. Now, in a blink of the eye,
one year has already passed. The pandemic has claimed more than two
million deaths globally so far.

Even though the Lunar New Year celebration this year was not
as vibrant as that of last year, it was our living expression of different
cultures and traditions at the Sudhana Center. Near the end of last
semester, Nahelia (MA2) introduced us to a Mexican tradition, Dia
de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead. It’s a tradition that unfolds over
two days, demonstrating love and respect for deceased loved ones
with photos and colorful decorations. Participating Sudhana Center
residents put up photos, chanted the Great Compassion Mantra, and
shared stories of loved ones in a half circle around the altar.

As Venerable Master Hsuan Hua said, “Time flies. We must not
chase after time. We must pursue what’s within, searching for our own
original self-nature.“ May we continue to renew our life on the path of
self-cultivation in 2021. May all beings be healthy, safe and well. May

kindness and peace prevail on Earth. &
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