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DRBA’s Wisdom Light Solar Project
Starts Producing Electricity
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Construction during pandemic, wildfires, winter rains & frost *
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The Wisdom Light Solar Project is a successor solar project to the
greatly beneficial Infinite Light Solar Project. The Infinite Light Solar
Project, a 500KW solar farm at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB), has been generating enough electricity to offset 100% of
CTTB’s electricity bills each year since its onset in 2015. It has been
a green and money-saving energy source. The Wisdom Light Solar
Project was conceived in 2019 by the CTTB Utility Infrastructure team.
Realizing that the 30% federal solar tax credit would be reduced each
subsequent year after December 31, 2019, the utility team initiated a
series of solar projects at three DRBA locations before the end of 2019.

The first location is a 10% expansion of the existing solar farm at
the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The expansion is intended to serve
the electrical needs of the first phase of the Wonderful Enlightenment
Buddhist Institute. The 10% expansion of the existing solar farm at
CTTB started producing energy on December 18, 2020. Since phase
one of the Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute hasn’t powered
up, PG&E pays for the excessive electricity that CTTB generates.

The second location is the City of Dharma Realm (CDR) in West
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Sacramento. It is a 27KW system that will offset more than
half of the electrical energy usage at CDR. Originally a

full-size system was designed at CDR. However, there
are very limited spots for installing solar panels on the
ground. CDR’s central parking lot is reserved as the future
site of the Great Jewel Hall of Heroes. The other parking
lots act as fire lanes and cannot be blocked.

Roof installation of solar panels then was the only
option but most of the roofs at CDR are Spanish clay tiles,
unsuitable for installing solar panels. Building carports
and installing solar panels over a parking lot was once
in the plan. However, due to security concerns, this part
of the plan was cancelled. Among the very few buildings
with flat roofs good for solar panel installation, the future
CDR Great Jewel Hall of Heroes will cast a shadow on one
major building with flat roof. The Wisdom Light had to
downsize the project for CDR. Due to more construction
complexity, CDR’s solar system is still under construction
and is anticipated to complete by the end of Apirl 2021.
Depending on how the new solar panels perform, more
maybe installed on other parts of the campus in the future.

A third location is DRBU’s Sudhana Center in Ukiah.
It is a 30K'W system and is anticipated to offset about 80%
of the electrical energy usage there. Sudhana Center’s solar
system started producing energy on February 17, 2021.

The combined energy cost saving for all three locations
is expected to be $1.2 million over the life of the systems,
which is greater than 25 years. Amy Chang-Chien,
coordinator for the Wisdom Light Solar Project, noted,
“Let’s look forward to a greener and brighter future with
Wisdom Light coming online and joining Infinite Light in

illuminating more Way Places!” =8



