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Editor’s Note: Douglas Powers has been a disciple of the Venerable Master since 1973, is a senior professor teaching
undergraduate, graduate, and extension courses. He also serves as the Vice President of Finance and Administration
at Dharam Realm Buddhist University. He has been actively involved in many aspects of DRBA over the past four

decades, including helping form the Refugee and Resettlement Program at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB)
in the late seventies through the eighties. He also serves as an administrator at IGDVS.
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I have to be a bit personal, because everybody’s story of Master
Hua is different. He treated everyone completely differently, so when
every single person who was with Master Hua tells you about his or
her own experience, which will be different. He treated everyone
according to the conditions of that person.

I had no interest in Buddhism. I was living in Berkeley in the
sixties and seventies and trying out every possible kind of existence,
from Hell’s Angels to Black Panthers to the London “rock scene.” I
searched out and tried every kind of lifestyle that was available in the
sixties and seventies. I don’t know if it was my good luck or bad luck,

but I had the opportunity to spend time with a lot of different people.
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While I was living a Hippie life, I finished my undergraduate, my
master’s, and my teaching credentials in five years, and teaching at
Berkeley High in 1969 at twenty-two years old. When I first ran into
Master Hua, I had done quite a bit of traveling. I had roamed the
world, hung out in the clubs, and had been a quite successful hippie.
A lot of hippies were not that happy, but I was completely content
being a hippie.

During the summer when I lived solo in the wilderness mountains
for forty days, I questioned, “What was the psychological dynamic
of that?” And while I was there, I realized that my mind didn’t have
good control over itself. Someone told to me about Buddhism, so I
found out about Gold Mountain Monastery.

I visited the monastery, but then I left to return to my happy
hippie days. About a week later, I got a call from the abbot in San
Francisco. The speaker said, “I've got someone on the phone for you.”
And then Master Hua says, “Come back. Come back.” I said, “Come
back where? I'm perfectly happy where —” “Come back.” The person
who called me said, “Master Hua wants you to come back. We told
him you were the only one who was here in the summertime and
he wants you to come back.” Eventually, with a lot of misgivings,
I decided to go back to Gold Mountain for a Chan session about
three or four weeks later. I had to give up my summer vacation on
the beach. I really suffered about giving up my vacation, for I saw no
good reason to go to Gold Mountain.

I went back over there. I couldn’t cross my legs at all. About every
six or eight hours in the sitting session, I was ready to leave. I was
sitting there trying really hard to meditate, and I'd say, “Okay, that’s
it!?” and got up to leave. But Shifu was standing right there.

He said, “Get to going? You going?” I said, “Yeah, yeah.” He said,
“No, no, no,” and he reached in and handed me candies. “It’s okay,
it’s okay, no problem. Here. Don’t be so afraid, it’s okay.” I said, “
Okay.”

As time went on, I spent more time over there. Shifu was lecturing
maybe the Avatamsaka Sutra maybe two or three times a day, then
went onto other sutras on Guanyin Bodhisattva and more. That was
interesting. I brought Master Hua up to see the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas before we bought it. I started becoming the go-between,
between the secular world and (at first) Gold Mountain Monastery.
There wasn’t a lot of complexity at first. After we bought CT'TB, and
the new Gold Mountain Monastery in Chinatown, we started getting
all of these different properties. Then all of a sudden, there were these
complicated aspects of working with the government, working with

lawyers, and working with real estate people.
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Mainly I worked with Shifu in spite of everyone
thinking that [all I was doing was making sure he was]
giving dharma lectures. In addition to his dharma talks, I
mainly was working things he taught in terms of the way he
interacted (and wanted us to interact) with the world. He
was totally engaged in everything about the world.

He wanted us, these little puny nothings, to do
everything in the world that was possible about everything
in the world. These was a gap of trillions of miles between
what Shifu could see as to our possibilities and what we
could imagine for ourselves. He seriously expected these
punk kids to actually do everything about everything
that there was to do within the conditional. Yes, we're
in the conditional, and you can only operate within the
conditional. But insofar as that we are in the conditional,
you should do everything you can to move the conditional
in a certain direction.

That’s politics, economics, land, relationships, traveling,
government. He wanted to invite every leader of the world
to become “Honorary chancellors” for the university
(DRBU.) “Send an invitation! We want everybody in the
world! Just send it to everybody—all the presidents, kings,
queens, dictators....” If you remember our early board
members, there was President Sadat of Egypt and other
prominent people. He put these people on our board.
Early DRBU had all these world leaders as our honorary
chancellors.

We had all the famous politicians in San Francisco
in Gold Mountain Monastery. Harvey Milk and Diane
Feinstein came quite a few times. He said, “Go out and
talk to all politicians. Be involved in everything there is in
every realm of life. Politics, education, economics—there
isn't a single realm to not be involved in.”

In old Gold Mountain, we sat in meditation for an
hour or two in the morning and an hour and a half in the
afternoon with everyone. The schedule was to get up and
sit for a couple of hours and start the day at 8:15am or
something like that. That sitting was just your own time.
Sitting Chan is what you do instead of sleeping; that’s
when you're resting. The rest of the time you have to be
transforming the world in every possible way in every
possible possibility. Yes, it’s true, you can’t move the world

beyond its conditions. You can’t move a person beyond
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their conditions.

But Shifu saw the totality of the conditions. What’s interesting
about being with someone who could see all the totality of
conditions is that you can still only operate within where the
conditions can go no matter whether you could see it all or not.
Seeing the totality of all conditions doesn’t allow you to move any
faster than the conditions. You have to be seeing the conditional
— you have to be more patient. I don’t know if you can even use
word patience to describe this, but he would talk about being
very patient. The more you know, the more you see, and the more
patient you have to be.

Basically, just do everything you can possibly do, and just
do it. Instead of sitting in a monastery meditating, we were
constantly in activity like all the time in some huge project.

When we first moved up to CTTB, a couple people were
living in the fire house, and then we started working on Tathagata
Monastery. You can imagine how crazy the place had been with
2000 patients. TM was the highest level of prison; its walls are
atomic bomb proof!

What we experienced in those days is not what people are
experiencing here now. Then, it was the “Wildest West” that
you've ever seen anything like it. Every day you had no idea what
was going to happen. You could wake up in the morning and
be in Bangkok the next day. Shifu just opened up the world,
and what happens is that your little world just gets blown up
into space. This idea that you live in space, it isn’t a theoretical
construct that he’s telling you, but that you're actually living in
space.

We bought this big property (CTTB.) It had its own waste
treatment plant nearby. Heng Kuan who also came up signed
some documents and bought the place. One of the problems
is that he bought the CTTB property without knowing there
was only a twenty-year lease on the waste treatment plant. There
were a lot of mistakes he did that Shifu got pretty upset about,
particularly the real estate deals.

Anyway, we moved up here and Shifu told us that we’ll have
everybody in the world here, that we're going to have a conference
here for one hundred of the world leaders. We told the master,
“No, Shifu, this place isnt quite ready. TM probably has a
hundred thousand ghosts in there. We're trying to recite for a
couple ghosts here — we aren’t ready.” The place had 2000 mental
patients and a hundred thousand ghosts wandering in TM (at

the time). You can imagine how it was—two guys walking in the

AERER - HERIVER] > IR/EZ LI
A REAY AR E S - B BEER
1Y o IREEEBIR &4 Lo st R - s
Ao

BE > EER T —URGHHKE R
Ak - FHE—(ERESASE — NG AN 52
AR e HEm e SRR EIFT A Y
&Gt IRIZR AR A HIRG N TE) -
EEIFTE NGRAGRERR > WA REREIREE
EENGERE DR - IRDHEERSG >
TR BRI L » BAHIEREA A 2L
A TR HIPE > BRI GREIE
A - IRABERES - BEHEHAE
W% SEEA ML -

B L RMPTAIREMETE 3
AU BAE ST RS - TR GAE M —
THRERHYHZE > NEHEST -

BT EE IR - X
RENAHGREE - B - P TFn
BB AARSFRY AR - IR VBB LARTEE
#7545 2000447 1l FBUZ B TR AL HY
5o T H AT &2 0 SO (A AR - B
SRS SR N AN EAO) =¥y R A=
18

DImiAlLe H -3 fIprdl ey - A2
BAENMHEESEPTRECLRERY + AR > S
AT SEORAT A B STORBYPEED o R IRERAR
HUEE AT > (RATREF L —52REsK
F_RABE TS - BISCIEAERITH 5L
# > WRFEEE] > REERIRERAR
NS N TR IREIR 22 IRAETSA(E
KEEZEHVEEEE - & &R > BERE
HiSm DA TR R EH SRR ZE

WME T EBREMETT - EaE
ATHIBE /KB ER G - JBARARH I ZE - fEHE
RSO i N iE BRI - Ho—{E R
& 0 MR R R /KR B S A 20550
LIRIIFIC T kg T B R R b = (E it 2 -
AL TET AR - iSRS R o

W TSR - B ST
SR ERT AR ANE AR - MTEEE
A — (At SR e g - FFIERATSC

Fesruary 2021 VAJRA Boori Sea |33

BB b o ‘ di3di4 1IHaog



B8 Rt ot ‘ BobHi FIELD

dark at night when no one else was around; it was actually
really fun and exciting,.

The conversation we had with Shifu was actually about
the edge. The idea that we have a freedom; Shifu was
basically trying to get across to us that we are going to get
tied up in stuff and not have the freedom we really want
with our current mind and what we considered freedom.
“I have nothing against you guys, but in fact,” he said,
“Well, most things I can’t say. You Westerners have a lot of
potential freedom but you keep getting caught up in the
same limitation of mind. The problem of course is you don’t
learn to use that mind; you will get tied up with conditions
and lose that freedom.” How do you go to the edge of your
perception of freedom and engage in everything with this
incredible wild freedom, and then maintain and not lose it
from actions you take from it, and not get tied up in karmic
conditions.

He was trying to give us a sense of a balance between
activity and our freedom to have Chan. Chan was about
developing the stillness of the mind that becomes more and
more free, that it could do more activity more intensely and
be more involved in the conditional. The only thing keeping
you from the totality of the conditional is the limitation of
your perspective. The limitation of your own perspective is
the self that actually contains your energy and not expand
it. That use of yourself, in some kind of way, is so small and
uninteresting. “You guys are so sad, I don’t get it. You have
all this energy for freedom, yet your imagination is so small;
you can only see this little world of your own existence.
There’s nothing interesting about this.”

The thing he was trying to constantly get across to us is
that you need to be totally engaged in every minute. If you
waste one moment of your awareness, and not be engaged,
youre wasting your time. You need to be fully engaged at
the conditions of your time. The conditions of your time
are very particular in each day and each year of the time
you live in. You need to push the edges of that as far as you
can within your condition. As Shifu developed the things he
wanted to do, and were available at the moment for what he
thought was the way we could push through them. But as

the people who we were, we were extremely limited.

s To be continued
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