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Earth Store Bodhisattva
and My Affinity for Leaving the Home-Life
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A Dharma Talk Given by Dharma Master Heng Yang at Gold Buddha Monastery on September 17, 2017

English Translated by Andrew Yan and Alan Seng
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When we read chapter two of the Earth Store Sutra, the

“Division Bodies Gather” chapter, we see how all of the division

bodies of Earth Store Bodhisattva came from various hells and
worlds and gathered in the Trayastrimsha Heaven. When all of
Earth Store Bodhisattva’s division bodies merged into one, the
Buddha entrusted him with a very important task.
Shakyamuni Buddha told Earth Store Bodhisattva, “After
I leave this world, and before Maitreya becomes the Buddha,
it will be difficult for living beings to cultivate, for they will
be living in a time too distant from a Buddha, and will have
heavy karmic hindrances. Earth Store Bodhisattva, I hope that
you will help me look after these living beings until Maitreya
Buddha comes. When he comes, he will make predictions of
their attaining fruition of sagehood for these beings. After I
enter Nirvana and before Maitreya Buddha comes, I entrust
you with the duty of taking care of these living beings.” Thus,
all Buddhist disciples recite the Earth Store Sutra and the
sacred name of Earth Store Bodhisattva because Shakyamuni
Buddha especially entrusted this Bodhisattva to take care of us.
The Dashacakra Ksitigarbha Sutra (the Ten Wheels of Earth
Store) states that Earth Store Bodhisattva does not only have
great vows, but also great compassion. His compassion is
more profound than any other Bodhisattva. This sutra says
that if, in order to solve your problems, you pray to trillions
of Bodhisattvas, or Bodhisattvas as numerous as the Ganges
sands for a hundred kalpas unceasingly, it is better to use the
time of one meal to pray for Earth Store Bodhisattva’s help

because you will attain an immediate response from him. He
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is more courageously vigorous than any other Bodhisattva
when it comes to uprooting living beings’ sufferings, so he is a
Bodhisattva with great compassion. Also, he had a great vow!
“Only after I have rescued all living beings will I attain Proper
Awakening!” Because of this vow, Earth Store Bodhisattva is
more earnest and courageous than any other Bodhisattvas. If
you have any problems, pray for Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
help, as he is extremely responsive.

In 1983, Reverend Heng Sure, Dharma Masters Heng
Chau, HengTso, and Heng Jau went to Malaysia for a Dharma
propagation tour and came to the Buddhist association to
which I belong. They took out many books for circulation,
such as News from True Cultivators, the Journals of the Vigorous
Cultivators (Three Steps One Bow), and some other books by
the Venerable Master.

I picked up News from True Cultivators and kept reading
until I finished the whole book; upon which I told myself that
I had to be a cultivator just like the author of this book. It was
very strange that as soon as I said this, I started to become
serious and my entire personality changed.

Later on, I wanted to study the Earth Store Sutra, recite
the name of Earth Store Bodhisattva, and cultivate the Earth
Store Dharma Door. I spent my holidays reciting the Earth
Store Sutra once every day. The Chinese sutra text in the
Earth Store Sutra was very profound and difhicult for me to
comprehend. Once, I was kneeling and reciting the sutra
with a Dharma sister in front of the Budhha. Upon reciting
a few sections, I started to feel dizzy and my head grew heavy.
At one point, [ felt like I was about to faint to the ground, and
this was just my first time reciting the Earth Store Sutra.

My Buddhist friend said, “Your experience is due to your
karmic obstruction flaring up when you want to study the
Earth Store Sutra. Bug, it is okay. If you recite it slowly and
consistently, you will not experience this again in the future.”
I believed her words, so I did not stop reciting. Coincidentally,
I was in middle school that year and had a month of break,
so I recited the sutra everyday and dedicated the merit to
my sister, who was pregnant with twins. I knew that being
pregnant, she had to face a lot of hardships, so I said, “I will
specially recite the Earth Store Sutra and dedicate the merit
to you.”

A month later, my school was going to start the next day,

and I was extremely excited. I said to myself, “Ah, my school
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is going to start tomorrow, I will no longer have to recite the Earth
Store Sutra anymore.” As soon as I gave rise to this false thought, I
had a dream that night. In my dream, I was kneeling and reciting
the Earth Store Sutra with many people in a huge place. In the
middle of the recitation, a Buddha light appeared in the sky. In a
whoosh, the light swooped down and transformed into Earth Store
Bodhisattva, who was wearing the Five Directions Hat similar to
the one that Vairocana Buddha wears. Earth Store Bodhisattva also
wore a red robe, looking so colorful; he looked extremely sublime
and dignified.

Then the state changed into that of Earth Store Bodhisattva
in the hells with many hellbeings: the Bodhisattva manifested to
rescue many beings in the hells. Then, I woke up. That was the first
time I had a dream about Earth Store Bodhisattva.

In the rural area where I used to live, there was a monastery
called Pure Karma Monastery and its abbot was called Dharma
Master Ding Guang. After he was cremated, his heart turned into
a statue of Guanyin Bodhisattva and it still exists now. This Elder
Master memorized and recited the Shurangama Mantra everyday—
such was his hidden practice that others failed to notice; all they
knew of was his compassionate countenance. Before this Elder
Master passed away, he made a vow to organize an auunal Buddha-
recitation session for three consecutive years.

In Malaysia, it is very difficult to find people who will lead and
hold a Buddha recitation session. Thus, the Elder Master invited
Dharma Master Zhu Yun from Taiwan to Malaysia to assist this
Dharma session. Master Zhu Yun came with a delegation of over
twenty people to lead our session. His Bhikshuni disciple, Dharma
Master Hui Jing, together with others, served as the cantors.

The Buddha recitation that I attended was in 1985, when
Venerable Master Zhu Yun had already fallen ill. However, it had
already been agreed that the seven-day Buddha recitation would
be held [once a year] for three years, so the organizer requested
Venerable Master Miao Lian, the founding master of Lingyan Shan
Monastery in Taiwan, to come to Malaysia to preside over this
Dharma session.

That year when I attended the Buddha recitation session, I felt
that instead of being mindful of Amitabha Buddha, the whole day I
was mindful of the thought of leaving home. I don’t know why, but
seeing that group of bhikshunis leading us in the ceremony made
me really wish that I could be one of them.

That night, Venerable Master Miao Lian gave a Dharma talk that

I will always remember. He said, “Our goal in learning Buddhism is
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to be liberated from birth and death. If you don’t want to die, then
you should not be born. If you don’t want to be born, you should
not have sexual desire. It is only because of sexual desire that a child
is born; and when a child is born, that child will eventually have
to die.” Hearing this, I felt it was very logical. I thought, “If one
doesn’t want to die, then don’t be born; if one doesn’t want to be
born, then don’t have sexual desire!” So the Venerable Master said
we need to leave home and cultivate.

After I heard this sentence, I thought, “Oh! There’s only one
road, so I must leave home. “Then the Master encouraged us, saying,
“At this time, there are hardly any talented people in Buddhism. In
Buddhism, the Three Jewels are like the three legs of a censer. Right
now, one of the legs is rotting away. If that leg rots away, there will
only be two legs left, and the censer will fall over. So, at this time,
there are hardly any talented Sanghans in Buddhism. I hope that
you all will bring forth the resolve to leave home, especially men.
If youre a woman, that’s okay too.” He wanted more men to leave
home.

Then he asked us, “Those of you who want to leave home,
please raise your hands.” He asked us this. At that time, I genuinely
wanted to leave home, so I raised my hand. The whole audience
looked around to see who had raised their hands, and there was
only me and an elderly man. It was just like that: in that whole
crowd of over two hundred people, only me, a little girl, had raised
her hand.

I knew that it would be very difficult for me to leave home
because my mother was very much against it. However, I had
already brought forth the resolve to leave home no matter what,
and just like that, I came across the Venerable Master’s 7he Sutra of
the Past Vows of Earth Store Bodpisattva: A Brief Explanation. That
was the only book of the Venerable Master’s that I read at that time,
and in there the Venerable Master said, “Earth Store Bodhisattva
is the king of great vows, and there are no wishes that he does
not grant. If you all ask to become Buddhas, you will be able to.
Whatever you ask for, Earth Store Bodhisattva will grant your wish.”
At that time, when I read that the Venerable Master said this, I was
so happy. I said, “Oh! Becoming a Buddha is the most difhicult, but
even that wish will be granted, to say nothing of leaving home.” So
I became confident: “I only need to look to one person and I will
be able to leave home — that person is Earth Store Bodhisattva.”
The Venerable Master gave me the best answer.

Afterward, in 1988, when [ encountered the Dharma-
propagation delegation led by the Venerable Master, I decided to
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follow him and leave home.

Back then, when I was with others in the Buddha hall, our
teacher told us, “The Venerable Master is a highly vircuous monk
who has attained the Way, and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
is a place for ascetic cultivation.” Back then, in the 80s, Malaysians
went to CTTB to leave home. But in winter there were no clothes
to keep you warm, and the cold wind blew right into your bone
marrow. This was quite the hardship. I was a person who was
afraid of hardship, and so I didn’t know whether I could follow the
Venerable Master or not. I was afraid that I wasn’t qualified.

However, because I had read this sentence from the Venerable
Master, that “Earth Store Bodhisattva is the king of great vows,
and there are no wishes that he does not grant,” and because I
completely believe these words, I specifically made a wish to Earth
Store Bodhisattva. I had an image of the Venerable Master, so I
put it up in the space where I studied. My teacher told me, “If you
want to follow the Venerable Master and leave home, it can be done.
You need to give him a call every day to tell him this and let him
know.” I said, “How can I call him?” He said, “You just need to
light some incense. He'll know that you are telling him something.
The Venerable Master has spiritual powers.”

So I believed what my teacher said. Every night when I went
over my homework, I would always go in front of the Buddha and
hold up some incense; then I would go in front of the Venerable
Master’s image and bow once.

I requested in this way for five years. Afterward, my parents

were actually the ones who sent me off to America to leave home.

They knew that I really would walk this path.
I also read Sowurce of Wisdom (a Buddhist periodical). At that

¥ 3E # F1 % (1922-2008) Dharma Master Miao Lian
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time, the Venerable Master had just opened the Proper Dharma
Buddhist Academy at Dong Jin Monastery in Hualien, Taiwan, with
dormitory fees, tuition, and other fees all waived. So I was very happy.
It was fine if I couldn’t go to America; going to the Proper Dharma
Buddhist Academy would be the same as going to the Venerable Master’s
monastery. So I quickly sent my application to Taiwan — at that time,
to Dharma Masters Heng Chih, Heng Liang, and Heng Yun — for
them to see. They sent me a reply, so I flew to Taiwan on a tourist visa.

As soon as I got to Taiwan, I went straight to the Proper Dharma
Buddhist Academy to study. Less than two weeks later, the Venerable
Master came.

I watched the other people who wanted to leave home asking their
questions of the Venerable Master one by one, and when the turn came
for two monastics who came from outside DRBA, they knelt down
in front of the Venerable Master and told him that they wanted to
go to CTTB to study at the institution there. The Venerable Master
discouraged them, saying how it would not be easy and there would
be many hardships. I thought, “Oh no! Even when monastics ask, he
doesn’t encourage them; I haven’t even left home, so he’ll definitely tell
me not to go.” How scared I was that the Venerable Master would not

let me go to America! So when it was my turn, I knelt down and said,

“Venerable Master, can I go to CTTB to study?” The Venerable said just

two words: “You can.”

Then, I asked nothing more from the Venerable Master. The next day,
I wanted to apply for a US tourist visa directly from Taiwan. Before I
went, I saw the Venerable Master sitting outside the main hall. T quickly
ran to where he was and said, “Venerable Master, I am now going to
apply for a visa.” Do you know how he reacted? He said, “I do not care.”
How painful to the heart, that kind of reply. The Venerable Master
looked harsh and stern to me. Afterwards, someone went to help me
apply for a tourist visa, but it resulted in rejection with a line of notice
stamped on the back roughly saying “Ineligible for Re-application.”
Look, wasn’t this quite dire?

This is what I experienced in Taiwan. At that time, I met a laywoman
in Taiwan. After having learned of my situation, she told me that I
encountered this kind of obstruction because of my karmic obstacles,
which I believed. Then she advised me to recite the Earth Store Sutra,
saying, “According to a Dharma Master, in order to quickly attain the
expected efficacy from reciting the sutra, you'd better recite it three
times a day.” Later on, I needed to return to Malaysia because I couldn’
stay in Taiwan. So from then on, I started to eat one meal and recite the
Earth Store Sutra three times everyday.

After I returned to Malaysia for a month, I received a letter of
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admission from the Proper Dharma Buddhist Academy: “Congratulations,

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua has accepted you to CTTB.” This was
because, before I left Taiwan, I told Dharma Master Liang and Dharma
Master Chih about my intention to leave home. At the end of that year,
Dharma Master Liang led a large group of people to become long-term
residents of CTTB, which gave her an opportunity to conveniently pass
my application on to the Venerable Master. According to Heng Chu Shi,
who went along with Dharma Master Liang to report to the Venerable
Master, upon seeing my application photo, he directly enrolled me into
DRBU. This was probably because I was academically qualified to go
study at a university. Therefore, the Venerable Master did not have me
go through the SLTP program, but instead sent me directly to DRBU.
Moreover, I became the first DRBU student who received a student visa
from overseas with a full scholarship. I was able to fly to the US directly
without DRBU even having to check my financial background. This
was why Proper Dharma Buddhist Academy sent me an admission letter
congratulating me, and had me wait for my student visa and 1-20.

Going back to my topic of Earth Store Bodhisattva, from reciting
the Earth Store Sutra, 1 have seen the work he has done. He goes to every
world with hundreds of thousands of millions of transformation bodies;
and each of these bodies teaches and rescues hundreds of thousands of
millions of people, enabling them to come and take refuge with the
Three Jewels. He hopes that living beings can more readily take refuge
with and respect the Three Jewels, so that they can one day leave the
cycle of birth and death permanently and attain the bliss of Nirvana,
upon which they become Buddhas.

Then, when will he liberate us? “As long as beings do a good deed
within Buddhism, even as little as a hair, a droplet, a sand grain, or a dust
mote — however minute it may be, I will liberate them and help them
attain great benefits.” When will Earth Store Bodhisattva come and save
suffering beings like us? The moment we living beings do a small act
of goodness within Buddhism such as sweeping the ground or washing
dishes — any small deed which may appear to be as insignificant as a
hair, a droplet, a sand grain, or a dust mote — Earth Store Bodhisattva
will begin saving us. He will be right with us, causing us to increasingly
bring forth the Bodhi resolve, and in the future, to resolve to leave the
home-life and cultivate until we realize fruition or Buddhahood. Earth
Store Bodhisattva will be there guiding us throughout this entire journey,
saving us without drawing our attention; he vows not to just rescue one
single being, but every being. Therefore, all of us should know Earth

Store Bodhisattva’s grace towards us. &
g
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