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25. Sincerity Invokes the Blessing of the Buddha

In the autumn of 1952, Luo Guo Ming encountered
various obstructions in life and felt depressed. Then she was
infected with a contagious disease. The disease was so serious
that even the doctors had no idea on how to cure her. Her
daughter, Huang Guo Song was very sad and she knelt in front
of the Buddha and prayed, hoping that her mother could be
blessed and cured.

Upasika Huang Guo Song states:

In the autumn of 1952, my mother experienced misfortune
and was suddenly struck by disease. It was a fatal disease and
my mother suffered a lot. She looked pale and couldn’t even get
out of bed by herself. Even the doctor didn’t know how to cure
her and later said that my mother was on the brink of death.
My family was upset when they heard this, and I felt even more
hopeless. So I prayed in front of the Buddha for blessings to
help my mother. At this very moment, a light appeared in front
of my eyes. A Dharma Master dressed in precept-sash appeared
in front of me, sitting in full lotus. I looked closely and saw
that he was the Venerable Master. I was shocked and happy,
and immediately started to recite the Buddha’s name. Soon,
my mother fell asleep, but there was no sign of her becoming

better. I thought quickly and asked someone to accompany me
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to see the Venerable Master. As soon as I saw him, I broke
into tears, and begged him to save my mother. The Master
said: “I have already acknowledged your mother’s illness.
You should just go home and meditate. The Buddhas and
Bodhisattvas will bless her!” I bowed to the Master and
went home. I followed the Master’s orders and didn’t sleep,
but stayed up all night to meditate. At dawn, my mother
was a lot better than before and her strength returned. After
this, I was even more confident in the awesome power of
Buddhadharma. I will never forget the Venerable Master’s

kindness!

Instructions from the Venerable Master given on
September 4, 1983:

Everyone has to go through the four sufferings of birth,
old age, illness, and death; no one can escape from them.
However, if you cultivate and end birth and death then
that is another thing. Normal people have to go through
these four sufferings. When you are “born,” it’s like being
squashed between two mountains; hence, when a baby is
born, first he or she will cry, signifying suffering. When
people come into the world, relatives and close friends,
affected and confused by such matters, come to celebrate,
unaware that they are celebrating suffering. When you meet
“old age,” you can no longer see things clearly; you can
no longer hear things clearly; your teeth will also fall off;
your hair will become white; and your body can’t function
probably. You fight with your body to move, but you are
unable to, so it’s really painful. When you are “sick,” your
limbs are uncooperative, so that you can’t even get off your
bed. If you are poor and ill, then that’s even worse; isn't
that painful? When you “die,” the pain is unspeakable; it’s
as painful as a cow being skinned alive. You will also miss
your sons and daughters and being distracted by the seven
emotions and six desires, you still can’t put these down
even at death.

“Death” is the path that all humans have to go through.
So why does one celebrate birth and mourn death? Sadly,
ignorant people are not able to break away from this
attachment. We are going to investigate the question of,
“At birth, where do we come from, and after death, where
do we go?” When we are able to understand this, then

we will be able to leave behind the three realms, and we
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will no longer be subject to samsara. Shakyamuni Buddha
investigated this question, left home to cultivate the Way,
seeking truth for six years, cultivated ascetic practice for
six years, and yet he was not able to resolve the issue of
birth and death. Finally, sitting under the Bodhi tree for 49
days, he saw the stars in the night sky and was awakened,
thoroughly understanding the cycle of life —- the twelve
links of dependent origination.

Why am I talking about this principle today? Because
Luo Guo
turned 81 years old this year, passed away

my first disciple when came to Hong Kong,
Ming, who
yesterday morning. Her life touched me, as all her life, she
was burdened by circumstances but never surrendered to
them. She worked diligently to raise her five children, who
have been quite successful in their endeavors. At death, she
smiled upon passing away, either going to the King Yama or

being reborn in the Land of Ultimate Bliss.

[Postscript] Notes by Upasika Tan Guo Shi :

Guo Song always helped me with recitations. She
managed the budget and other things with my mother,
Yuan Guo Lin, and Mrs. Luo. So I treated Guo Ming like
my own mother. One day, I was woken up by a crispy and
light trumpet sound at around 4 or 5 in the morning. As
I was still drowsy, I saw Guo Ming telling me delightfully
that she was breaking free from the world. That afternoon,
I got a message from Hong Kong telling me that Guo Ming
had passed away the previous night, which was morning

time in the United States.

5 To be continued



